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Kabariti pledges ‘fairness’ to doctors 

Amman (JT-K- Prime Minister AbduJ Karim Kabar- 

p e ^ ged *® 1997 budget will all™ 
for providing doctors with ‘-fair” salary increases. 
During a visit to the doctors union, Mr. Kabariti also 
said the government will give due attention to housing 
projects utilising pans of financial assistance 
received from donor countries in this direction. But 
the minister said no decision has been made yet on the 
demands for public sector doctors to open private 
climes. Doctors have been demanding raising the 
overtime entitlement from 30 to 35 per cent of the 
basic salary. 
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King visits army 
headquarters 

® AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Monday visiied army head- 
quarters where he was 
received by Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs-of-Staff 
Field Marshal Abdul Hafez 
Mirai Kaabneh and other 
senior army officers. The 
King and Field Marshal 
Kaabneh discussed issues 
of concern to the armed 
forces. 

Rifai meets Levy 

TEL AVTV (Petra) — Jor- 
' daman Ambassador to 
■ Israel Omar Rifai on Mon- 
day met with Israeli For- 
eign Minister David Levy 
and discussed Israeli Pre- 
mier Benyamin Neta- 
nyahu's visit to the U.S. 
and his coming visit to both 
• Egypt and Jordan. Mr. 
Levy reiterated Israels 
commitment to the peace 
process. Mr Rifai sai± 
“Jordan is committed to the 
peace process and U.N. 
Security Council Resolu- 
tions 242, 338 and 425 and 
the principle of Iand-for- 
peace. Mr. Rifai also met 
with Israeli Minister of 
Tourism Moshe Kitsav and 
discussed with him bilater- 
al cooperation in tourism. 

Two trains in Alge- 
ria collide; 7 killed 

ALGERS (AFP) — Two 
trains collided Sunday at 
Boudaouaou station, 35 
: kilometres east of Algiers, 
killing seven people and 
injuring 140. Algeria’s 
SNTF railway said. The 
crash involved a passenger 
train linking Algiers and 
-.Thenia. 50 kilometres from : 
"the capital, and a freight 
train between Algiers and 
Tizi-Ouzou. further to the 
east. 


Egyptian police 
shoot militant 
Islamist 

ASSIUT, Egypt (R) — 
Egyptian police shot dead a 
wanted militant Islamist on 
the platform of a train sta- 
tion in southern Egypt on 
Monday, security 1 sources 
said. Sayyed Abderrahman 
Mustafa, 28, was standing 
alone on the platform in 
Abu Tig waiting to meet 
someone when the police 
ambushed him, they said. 
Police said Mustafa shot 
back but there were no 


fit ifBc-ra ‘ ■ 

police casualties. The pis- 

tol had been stolen from 

'-if- ■ • 

police Captain Salah 

■ 

Abdelhamid. shot dead by 

£ '■ ■ 

! ^ e ndbiant Gama’ a Al- 

j. * - 

■ ... Islamiya (Islamic group) in 

it 

-Jin attack in June 1995. also 
_ Abu Tig. 345 kilometres 

# *** 

- - 

: south of Cairo. Police sus- 

w* 

' peer Mustafa took part in 

UIM ----- — . 

an attack on a farm in near- 

D cleat 

by Badari in February this 

year, killing eight Chris- 
tians. Mustafa, once a 
trainee teacher, comes from 

lls 

the Badari area. 
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UNRWA moves head- 
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quarters to Gaza 
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GAZA CITY (AP) — 
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The U.N. agency that helps 
Palestinian refugees on 
Monday transferred its 
headquarters from Vienna 
to the Gaza Strip to save 
money and be closer to the 
people it sen es. “We oper- 
ate in the Middle East, so 
we should be here.’* said 
-sRon Wilkinson, a 
spokesman for the U.N. 
Relief and Works Agency, 
i UNRWA) ."Many of our 
people who work for 
refugees have never seen a 
refugee in their lives." 


Muasher: No 
more austerity 
measures 


By Mervat Sowadeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In a bid to 
mollify concerns of further 
price hikes. Information 
Miaister Marwan Muasher 
asserted Monday that a 
plan to lift state subsidies 
on bread was the last “aus- 
terity measure" the gov- 
ernment had to take as part 
of its economic reform 
plan. 

“By lifting subsidies on 
bread we have completed 
the economic plan that was 
launched in 1989 and Jor- 
danians can be sure that 
there will not be further 
price increases,” Dr. 
Muasher told an informal 
press briefing. 

Dr. Muasher's comments 
came few hours before 
Cabinet members were 
expected to submit propos- 
als for cutting spending in 
their ministries to the 
prime minister as part of 
government measures to 
contain a JDI00 million 
budget deficit. 

However, Dr. Muasher 
stressed that applying 
restraints on public spend- 
ing will not be sufficient to 
cover the deficit and that 
the government still has to 


come up with an “annex” 
budget and ways to finance 
the deficit. 

“Deputies will be provid- 
ed with an annex budget 
very soon and most likely 
we will have to borrow to 
cover the budget deficit,” 
Dr. Muasher pointed out 

Meanwhile, the govern- 
ment’ s proposal to" pro- 
vide salary increases to Jor- 
danians in compensation 
for the hike in bread prices 
received its first positive 
response. 

The Housing Bank 
announced Monday that it 
would pay the difference in 
bread prices to all of its 
8,000 employees and their 
families in line with the 
government drive to com- 
pensate Jordanians for the 
planned price raise. 

The government, which 
estimates the average con- 
sumption of bread of each 
Jordanian at 103 kilo- 
grammes annually, says 
each citizen will be enti- 
tled to JD15 in compensa- 
tion yearly. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti announced 
last week that the corapen- ' 
sation will take the form of 

(Continued on page 7) 


Diplomats downplay 
political motives in 
Libyan riots 


NICOSIA ( Agencies i — 
Exiled Libyan opposition 
parties tried to pin political 
motives on the football riot 
in Tripoli which killed at 
least eight people, but 
Western diplomats on Mon- 
day blamed the incident on 
angry fans. 

A Libyan opposition fig- 
ure said in Cairo that 
Libyan leader Muaramar 
Qadhafi's son had sparked 
the riot by openly favouring 
one of the teams, and that 
his bodyguards had shot 
four people dead when they 
fired at fans shouting anti- 
Qadhafi slogans. 

Fans of the Ittihad Club 
“shouted slogans against 
Colonel Qadhafi and his 
son A1 Saadi because Saadi 
intervened in favour of the 
opposing AI Ahli Club,” the 
opposition member said. 

The fans became furious 
when “the referee under 
pressure from Saadi count- 
ed a decisive goal in favour 
of .Al Ahli,” he said, asking 


not to be named. 

But a European ambas- 
sador in Tripoli, contacted 
by AFP from Nicosia, said 
“opposition members are 
using the incident to suit 
their own purposes” and he 
“saw no evidence of hostile 
political slogans or police 
oppression.” 

“Hooliganism remains 
the most likely reason, 5 " 
said the ambassador, who 
requested anonymity. 

Libyan officials on Sun- 
day for the first time admit- 
ted that eight people had 
died and 39 were injured 
after fans clashed following 
a close match between the 
country’s two leading 
teams last Tuesday at a sta- 
dium in Tripoli packed with 
60,000 spectators. 

But one Western diplomat 
saw the riots as a sign of 
growing dissent against the 
Libyan leadership. 

"There are more and 

(Continued on page 7) 


Bahrain ready to defend 
islands against Qatar 


MANAMA (AFP.) — 
Bahrain is ready to defend 
to the death the Hawar 
islands against neighbour- 
ing Qatar, said Bahraini 
Crown Prince and Army 
Chief-of-Staff Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Issa Al Khali- 
fa, quoted by the official 
GNA agency Monday. 

“We are ready to defend" 
Bahraini sovereignty over 
the Hawar islands in the 
Gulf and “to die in the 
process." said Sheikh 
Hamad in a meeting with 
Defence Minister Sheikh 
Khalifa Ibn Ahmad Al 
Khalifa, said GNA- 

“When we are asked to 


reconsider the sovereignty 
of Bahrain over the Hawar 
islands and their waters, 
which represent a third of 
our national territory, then 
we are quite simply being 
asked to give up our legiti- 
mate right to defend our- 
selves and to defend our 
territory, and nobody can 
accept that," he said. 

Sheikh Hamad accused 
Qatar of “expansionism” 
and said Doha had dragged 
the dispute to the 
International Court of Jus- 
tice in the Hague to 
“amputare” from Bahrain 
pari of its territory. 
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King talks with 
Netanyahu, Chirac, 
receives message 
from Clinton 


FRANCE EARTHQUAKE: A woman checks the damage to her car 
after a chimney top (under her feet, right) fell on it m the Louis 
Levon Street of Annecy, following an earthquake early Monday. The 


the area in 


ine S3 to 5.5 on the Richter scale, was the strongest to 
20 years (Reuters photo)( see story page 5) 


House discusses ‘excesses’ of 
weekly press, promises action 


By Tareq Momani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN. — Parliament 
Monday held a four-hour 
informal meeting to dis- 
cuss what was described 
by its Speaker Sa'd Hayel 
Srour as “certain unac- 
ceptable practices by lo- 
cal newspapers concern- 
ing national unity and 
coverage of topics that are 
considered offensive to 
the public taste and the 
ethics of Islam” 

Mr. Srour said after the 
meeting that “deputies of 
various political affilia- 
tions who expressed their 
views at the session were 
unanimous in their de- 
mand that freedom of 
expression for all Jordani- 
ans must be guaranteed 
provided that such free- 
dom does not infringe on 
national unity in any way” 

“The Lower House of 
Parliament serves as the 
country’s main forum for 
exercising political plural- 
ism and" free expression 
and, acting in this spirit. 


the deputies have dis- 
cussed what should be 
done and came to an ag- 
reement that the law must 
be strictly applied in cases 
where violations against 
national unity have been 
committed in writings, 
seminars, lectures or other 
means and also in any 
infringement made 

against the Arab and Isla- 
mic ethics and values , 
said Mr. Srour ' 

He said that the deputies 
have agreed that “if need 
be. Parliament will issue 
new legislation to deal 
with any loopholes in the 
existing laws to safeguard 
national unity and the de- 
puties have decided for 
the time being to create a 
committee which will 

meet Tuesday to draft a 
statement with regard to 
these two issues, summing 
up the views of law mak- 
ers who addressed the 
meeting and also suggest- 
ing the appropriate mech- 
anism for dealing with 
violations of this land.” 
Speaking during the 


meeting held at the hall of 
pictures, Islamic Action 
Front Party Deputy Bas- 
sam Emoush asked what 
procedures had the gov- 
ernment taken against 
those writers from the 
self-rule areas of Pales- 
tine who he claimed write 
articles in the Jordanian 
press “sowing seeds of 
dissension and sedition in 
their writings 

Another Islamic Action 
Front Party Deputy Mo- 
hammad Al Haj demand- 
ed that the government 
be strict with those whose 
writings be said tend to 
harm national unity. 

Deputy Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeb demanded that the 
government not allow any 
group opposed to another 
Arab regime to function from 
Jordan and not allow any 
citizen to have dual political 
affiliation. He demanded that 
the law be strictly applied 
against “those who try to stir 
re-gional, ethnic or sectarian 
disturbances through their 
writings in any publication.” 


AMMAN (Agencies) — 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein Monday received a 
pbone call from Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu during which 
the Kin g and Mr. 
Netanyahu exchanged 
views on the latest devel- 
opments in the peace 
process. His Majesty 
emphasised “the dire need 
to follow up the peace 
talks in order to reach a 
just, comprehensive and 
lasting peace in the Mid- 
dle East for the interest of 
the people and the com- 
ing generations ” 

King Hussein also 
received Monday a mes- 
sage from U.S. President 
BUI Clinton and a tele- 
phone call from French 
President Jacques Chirac 
on the stalemated Middle 
East peace process, offi- 
cials said. 

In his message Mr. Clin- 
ton “stressed Washing- 
ton's commitment to 
sponsoring and fostering 
support for the peace 
process so that it reaches 
its targets” of achieving 
comprehensive peace in 


the Middle East, they 
said. 

Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said Mr. Clinton 
“hatied the distinguished 
Jordanian-U.S. ties” It 
said that the message 
came “within consulta- 
tions and joint coordina- 
tion on the need to pursue 
the peace process and 
build on its foundation 
towards a comprehensive 
settlement." 

In their telephone call. 
King Hussein and Mr. 
Chirac “exchanged views 
on the latest developments 
on the peace process,” 
Petra said. It quoted both 
leaders as “stressing the 
need to pursue the peace 
process and enable it to 
bypass all hurdles.” 

They also “tackled the 
Jordanian-French ties and 
means to boost them as 
weU as the forthcoming 
visit to Jordan by French 
Foreign Minister Herve 
de Charette.” Mr. Chirac 
also briefed King Hussein 
on his recent tour of Arab 
Gulf states, Petra said. 


Jordan, Syria agree 
to curb infiltrations 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Syria 
and Jordan have reached an 
agreement to curb radical 
Palestinian groups based in 
Syria from infiltrating 
across their common bor- 
ders and eventually into 
Israel. Al Sharq Al Awsat 
reported Monday. 

The Saudi daily, quoting 
an unnamed Jordanian offi- 
cial, said Syria and Jordan 
agreed “to consider the bor- 
ders red lines in the face of 
groups opposed to the 
(Middle East) peace 
process." 

Ties between Syria and 


Jordan were strained after 
Jordan accused Syria last 
month of sending anti- 
Israeli militants to infiltrate 
its borders and carry out 
attacks against Jordanian 
targets and Israeli tourists. 

Three Israeli soldiers 
were killed in the Jordan 
Valley last month by Pales- 
tinian infiltrators. 

Relations between the 
two neighbours had deteri- 
orated after Jordan signed a 
peace treaty with Israel in 
October 1994. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Clinton to Arafat: U.S. policy on peace unchanged 

Iran welcomes Arab statements on Israel 


GAZA CITY (Agencies.) 
— U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton has assured Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat that 
the U.S. position on the 
Middle East peace process 
remains the same, officials 
said Monday. 

In a written letter to Mr. 
Arafat after the landmark 
trip to Washington by new 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, Mr. Clin- 
ton said “Washington sup- 
ported a just and compre- 


hensive peace in the Middle 
East and affirmed that the 
American position was 
unchanged,” said Palestin- 
ian spokesman Nabil Abu 
Rudeina. 

Mr. Clinton told Mr. 
Arafat that the United 
States “will do all it can to 
support the Palestinian peo- 
ple,” Mr. Abu Rudeina 
added. 

He hailed the letter hand- 
ed over on Monday by the 
U.S. consul general in 


Jerusalem Edward Abing- 
don as an important step 
which would ‘Tielp to pro- 
mote confidence.” 

The Palestinians were 
particularly angered by the 
lack of any criticism by Mr. 
Clinton of Mr. Netanyahu’s 
har dlin e stances during his 
trip to the United States. 

Mr. Netanyahu won re- 
sounding applause in the 
U.S. Congress when he 
ruled out any division of 
Jerusalem, also claimed by 


the Palestinians as capital 
of any future state of their 
own. 

The new right-wing, 
nationalist Israeli leader 
also said the Jews had the 
right to settle in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, terri- 
tories claimed by the Pales- 
tinians. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Arafat 
said on Monday he and 
Egypt were looking for 
ways to boost peace talks 
with Israel despite the hard- 


line policies of the Jewish 
state’s new government 
On his return to .self-ruled 
Gaza after meeting President 
Hosni Mubarak in Egypt Mr. 
Arafat said: “We. have dis- 
cussed details of how we can 
push the peace process 
despite all that we are facing 
from the other side.” 

Mr. Netanyahu will visit 
Mr. Mubarak in Egypt on 
Thursday on his first trip to 
an Arab country since win- 
ning Israel’s May elections. 


IOC rejects Israeli protest against Palestine team 


ATLANTA, Georgia (AFP) 
— The International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
firmly rejected on Monday 
Israel's protest over the 
decision allowing the Pales- 
tinian team to compete in 
the Atlanta Olympics under 
the name of Palestine. 

Ioc Director General Fra- 
ncois Carrard said the 
Israeli government was 
simply playing politics. 

The IOC recognised the 
Palestinian national Olym- 
pic committee in 1993 and 
Mr. Carrard stressed that 


no-one, inc-luding Israel, 
bad complained or protest- 
ed. 

“Our decision is fully 
supported by the Israeli 
national Olympic commit- 
tee and the Israeli IOC 
member,” said Mr. Carrard. 

“We are standing by our 
position. We have no inten- 
tion of getting involved in 
politics,” he added. 

In a letter of protest to the 
IOC, Israel complained “an 
attempt is being made to 
utilise the forthcoming 
Olympic Games for politi- 


cal gain, to influence an 
ongoing political negotiat- 
ing process, both in contra- 
vention of the Olympic 
charter and of the recently 
signed agreement between 
Israel and the Palestinians." 

The July 1 1 letter, a copy 
of which was obtained by 
AFP, urged die committee 
to “avoid potential political 
abuse of the Olympic 
Games” 

The Palestinians are field- 
ing their first team to the 
Olympics comprising three 
athletes and a dozen acco- 


mpanying officials. 

Israel, while welcoming 
their participation, suggest- 
ed they should be described 
as the “Palestinian Olympic 
Committee, Palestinian aut- 
onomy, or Palestinian dele- 
gation. This would avoid 
potential political abuse of 
the Olympic Games.” 

Israeli consul general in 
Atlanta, Arieh Mekel, also 
protested the presence of 
Palestinians on the team 
from East Jerusalem, 
because, according to him, 
the delegation should be 


limited to territories under 
the administration of the 
Palestinian authority. 

The president of the 
Israeli Olympic Committee, 
Yoram Obetkovitch, has 
criticised his government’s 
position, calling it an “er- 
ror." “This letter will not 
change the fact that the 
Palestinians will march in 
Atlanta under the Palestine 
sign, and it threatens to 
squash two-years of efforts 
for us to participate in 
Mediterranean Games," Mr. 
Oberkovitch said. 
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Syria welcomes Lebanon 
ceasefire committee deal 


DAMASCUS (R> — Syria 
on Monday welcomed the 
delayed agreement on the 
establishment of a five- 
member committee to mon- 
itor the April 27 ceasefire in 
Lebanon between Israel 
and Hizbollah guerrillas. 

Bur a senior Syrian offi- 
cial told Reuters the deal 
involving Syria. Israel, 
Lebanon, France and the 
United States had nothing 
to do with the stalled Syri- 
an-Israeli peace talks 
whose future had become 
even more unclear with the 
election of Israeli hardline 
leader Benyamin 

Netanyahu as prime minis- 
ter. 

“There is no link between 
agreement on the formation 
of the committee and the 
peace negotiations with 
Israel which suffered fur- 
ther complications when 
Mr. Netanyahu, with his 
anti-peace policies, came to 
power." the official said. 

The ceasefire was 
reached after 17 days of 
fighting in which about 200 
Lebanese civilians were 
killed and 400 wounded, 
and about 50 Israelis were 
wounded. The deaths were 
caused by Israeli retaliation 
for Hizbollah rocket attacks 
into northern Israel. 

Peace negotiations 
between Damascus and 


Israel, which began in 
1991, are stalled over the 
fate of the Golan Heights 

— seized from Syria by 
Israel in 1967 and which 
Damascus demands back 

— security arrangements 
and future ties. 

U.S. administration offi- 
cials said that Washington 
saw the ceasefire commit- 
tee agreement, reached last 
Friday, as an important 
vehicle for bringing Syria 
and the new Israeli govern- 
ment into direct contact 

Syria strongly condemns 
Mr. Netanyahu’s policies, 
especially his rejection of 
the iand-for-peace principle 
which was accepted by his 
predecessor Shimon Peres. 
It has warned that continua- 
tion of Mr. Netanyahu's 
policies would kill the 
peace process. 

Announcement of the 
Lebanon agreement was 
made when Mr. Netanyahu 
was making his first visit as 
a prime minis ter to Wash- 
ington. His diplomatic 
advisor. Done Gold, attend- 
ed Friday’s meeting at 
which the agreement was 
made. 

Syria is the main foreign 
power broker in Lebanon 
where it has some 35,000 
troops. 

Tbe Syrian official said 
that Damascus wanted a 


quick formation of the 
monitoring group to pre- 
vent and investigate any 
violation of the ceasefire 
deal. 

“The committee will cer- 
tainly have positive work in 
protecting civilians in the 
Lebanese and Israeli lands. 
This committee should be 
formed very quickly to start 
its task,” the official said. 

U.S. officials said on Fri- 
day the committee could be 
operational in two weeks. 

According to the agree- 
ment, a five-nation moni- 
toring group will be based 
in the South Lebanese bor- 
der town of Naqoura to 
observe compliance with 
the ceasefire deal. 

A chair, based in Cyprus, 
will operate 24 hours to 
receive complaints of vio- 
lations. It will also organise 
meetings of the monitoring 
group — composed of mil- 
itary representatives — to 
decide within 72 hours how 
to handle the complaints. 

The Lebanese April truce 
bans the targetting of civil- 
ians by either side but 
allows combatants the right 
of retaliation. It does not 
bar Hizbollah from attack- 
ing Israeli troops inside the 
Jewish state's occupation 
zone in South Lebanon. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Filipinos sent home after 
trying to sneak into Israel 

TEL AVIV t AFP) — A group of Filipino wait- 
ers disguised as journalists was Monday 
turned back at Tel Aviv airport after border 
guards rumbled their ploy, police said. The 
group was equipped with cameras and sophis- 
ticated recording equipment as well as press 
cards and had travelled to Israel business 
class. But during questioning at passport con- 
trol they said they wanted to report on the 
: .“holy city", of TeLAviy, .confusing the sprawl- 
ing Israeli- city, dubbed here “the city of sin" 
with Jerusalem. Finally the group, .whose, 
number wj3&.aQi specified, broke down and 
admitted they had wanted to sneak into Israel 
to work as waiters and join members of their 
families who had also entered the country ille- 
gally. They were sent back to Manila follow- 
ing a decree from the interior ministry. More 
than 200.000 immigrants are thought to be 
working both officially and illegally in the 
country, about 10 per cent of the active Israeli 
population. Most were brought in to replace 
the Palestinian workforce. 

Iranian deputy minister due 
in Ankara Thursday 

ANKARA (AFP) — Iran's Deputy Foreign 
Minister Alaaddin Burujerdi will make a one- 
day visit to Ankara this week, a spokesman for 
the Turkish foreign ministry said here Mon- 
day. Mr. Burujerdi during his visit Thursday 
will meet with Turkey's Under-secretary for 
Foreign Affairs Ali Tuygan. There is no par- 
ticular agenda attached to the meeting, Omer 
Akbcl said. Turkish-Iranian relations are 
going through an uneasy period following 
several incidents, including a Turkish attack 
last month in northwest Iran which killed six 
civilians and injured 16. according to Iranian 
authorities. Turkey has denied any involve- 


ment in the attack and tbe two countries have 
formed a joint military commission to investi- 
gate die incident 

Four leftists die following 
attack on police station 

ISTANBUL (AFP) — Four extreme-left mili- 
tants were killed in a shoot-out with police 
after the extremists launched an attack on an 
Istanbul police station that injured two police 
officers, police said Monday. The two men 
and two women, thought to' tie members of a 
left-wing extremist grefup. Shot at a police sta- 
tion in the Gultepe district, l,odated in A Euro-' 
pean part of the city, fa'tte li&dent late Sun- 
day. They fled in two cars, but police caught 
up to them at an apartment in the same district 
and killed them after a two-hour standoff. 
Police detained several other suspects in tbe 
attack. 

Egypt to create revolutionary 
museum 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt will set up a museum 
to former President Gamal Abdul Nasser and 
the other leaders of its 1952 revolution. Cul- 
ture Minister Faruq Hosni said, quoted by the 
press on Monday. Mr. Hosni made the 
announcement during a visit Sunday to the 
neo-classical building which once housed the 
Revolutionary Command Council (RCC) that 
overthrew Egypt's last monarch King Faruq in 
1952, the daily A1 Akhbar said. The building 
will be aimed into a museum “to the history of 
the July 1952 revolution and the presidents 
which followed it", Abdul Nasser, Anwar Al 
Sadat and current President Hosni Mubarak. 
Mr. Hosni said. The exhibition will include a 
hall dedicated to each president, including 
Abdul Nasser's office, and display “all their 
papers, including rare documents, manu- 
scripts and accords signed by them." he said. 


Jericho 

taps 

fragile 

tourism 

market 

JERICHO, West Bank 
(AFP) — Tourism is enjoy- 
ing a gentle revival in Jeri- 
cho. the world's oldest 
town, but a potential boom 
is already being threatened 
by a lack of facilities and 
promotion. 

The Dumber of tourists 
visiting die Palestinian 
town, which is also the 
world’s lowest town at 250 
metres below sea level, rose 
by eight per cent in the first 
quarter of 1996 to nearly 
189.000, according to offi- 
cial statistics. 

But Jericho’s director of 
tourism, Hamza Sammadi. 
quoted by the Palestinian 
press, said the town current- 
ly only had 38 hotel rooms, 
although he said this is 
expected to rise to 455 
rooms in 1997' after the 
completion of a range of 
hotel projects, including a 
$150 milli on tourism vil- 
lage. 

Khaled Abdul Razek, 
owner of a hotel complex, 
said his 65-room hotel com- 
plex had been on hold for 
two years because of delays 
to important roadworks. 

Situated 10 kilometres 
north of the Dead Sea and 
seven kilometres west of 
the River Jordan. Jericho 
has a wealth of tourist 
attractions including the 
8.000-year-old colony of 
Tell Sultan, the Greek 
Monastery of Quarantaine 
and a palace built in 742. 

Jericho was the first West 
Bank town to pass to the 
control of the Palestinian 
authority in May 1994. 


— n. — .. - - ti . m tn . 


-r ' : , •? '•*, V , , « fv. :*• .... * M ■$ ■ 1 

■ v * >•-> * i -if ■ Jr • si..'-? ** -*w 

& , w it h 0% ** , •, !+ m ~ • 


- — - * 


« *t , .if q 

£ *! J n It A 


t • V \ 

• * •> £ 

• 4 

M *s *• -«* 


LIBYAN STADIUM RLE PHOTO: Libya's state-run television reported that eight people were killed and 39 
injured at riots in a Tripoli stadium, pictured in a recent undated file photograph, during a football match last 
Tuesday. The riot is the latest sign of discontent with 27 years of rule by Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi, 
diplomats in the Libyan capital said (see page 1 story) (Reuters photo) 



Palestinian students less favourable 
to an independent Palestinian state 


^Soor on Monday dfal 

Queen distrib 

/Unman Prm 


From the Jerusalem Post 

STUDENTS ARE about 
twice as radical as the 
Palestinian population as a 
whole, but they are less in 
favour of an independent 
Palestinian state, according 
to a poll by the Nablus- 
based Centre for Palestin- 
ian Research and Studies. 

This is explained, the 
pollsters say, by their disil- 
lusion with Palestinian 
democracy, and a feeling 
that some kind of unity 
with Jordan would provide 
more democracy. 

The poll, conducted 
among 1.060 students from 


Bir Zeit. Al Najah (Nablus), 
and Bethlehem universities 
in May. shows that while 2 1 
per cent of the general pop- 
ulation favours “armed 
operations,” 58 per cent of 
students support them. 

While 81 per cent in gen- 
eral favour continuing the 
peace process, only 42 per 
cent of students support it. 
While 32 per cent of the 
general population think 
the Palestinian Covenant 
should not have been 
amended. 77 per cent of the 
students oppose amend- 
ment. 

Students are much more 
concerned than the general 


population by the failure of 
tbe Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) to live up 
to democratic norms. 

While 31 per cent of the 
general population feel 
there is less freedom of 
speech than before the 
arrival of the PNA, 64 per 
cent of students feel that 
way. 

Consequently support for 
some kind of unity with 
Jordan is increasing. While 
57 per cent of students sup- 
port an independent Pales- 
tinian state, 26 percent now' 
support a Jordanian-Pales- 
tinian confederation or a 
complete union land 17 per 


cent support another posi- 
tion). 

In previous polls, support 
for a Palestinian state 
among students increased 
in 1994-1995 from 71 per 
cent to 78 per cent. 

Support for a Palestinian 
state among students is now 
lower than among the gen- 
eral population, which in 
previous polls voted from 
60 per cent to 66 per cent in 
favour of complete inde- 
pendence. 

The poll’s margin of error 
is 3 per cent. 

Differences in responses 
among the three 
universities were minor. 
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Kurdish deputies take 
case to European cblih 


STRASBOURG (AFP) — 
Six Turkish deputies of 
Kurdish origin who claim to 
have been victim of human 
rights violations have had 
their case passed to the 
European Court on Human 
Rights, the Council of 
Europe announced here 
Monday. 

The arrest of the six 
deputies was in violation of 
article 5 of the European 
convention on human 
rights, legal experts of the 
European Commission of 
Human Rights (ECHRJ 
decided. However, their 
decision has no legal conse- 
quence, and it is now for the 
court to rule on the case. 

The six deputies, all for- 
mer members of the 
Democracy Party, were 
arrested between March 2 
and March 4. 1994 immedi- 
ately after their parliamen- 
tary immunity was lifted. 


They were kept in custody 
until Turkey’s state security 
court condemned them in 
December 1994 to sen- 
tences ranging from three- 
and-a-half to 15 years in 
prison for separatist propa- 
ganda, or belonging to 
armed groups. 

The lifting of immunity, 
arrest and sentencing of the 
six deputies provoked wide- 
spread protest from around 
the world. Two of the six 
were released last year, but 
the 15-year sentences for 
Leyla Zana. Hatip Dicle. 
Selim Sadak and Ohran 
Dogan were upheld. 

In another action being 
examined by the ECHR, the 
six deputies have invoked 
articles 6 and 10 of the 
European Convention, 
which guarantee the right to 
a fair and impartial trial, 
and the right to freedom of 
expression. 




Two-thirds of Israelis believe 

7. i- • taede j.: 

in peace process, poll reveals 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Two-thirds of Israelis 
still support the Middle 
East peace process 
despite the election of a 
right-wing government 
opposed to trading occu- 
pied Arab land for peace, 
according to a poll pub- 
lished Monday. 

The monthly poll by 
the Peace Research Cen- 
tre at Tel Aviv University 
found that 63.3 per cent 
of Israelis were in favour 
of the peace process in 
June, the same figure as 
in April and only slightly 
down from 66.3 per" cent 
in May. 

There was “a marked 
and surprising stability in 
the public’s attitude 
towards ■ the peace 
process, despite the 
political upheaval 


brought about by the 
recent elections," the 
survey noted. 

“In other words, the 
results of the Israeli elec- 
tions did not reflect any 
national desire to turn 
back the clock, at least as 
far as the peace process 
is concerned." 

The Israelis were solid 
in their support for the 
accords which launched 
Palestinian autonomy. 53 
per cent being in favour 
of the agreements in June 
compared with 52.8 per 
cent in May and 56 per 
cent in April. 

Growing numbers of 
Israelis also believe 
Palestinian claims for an 
independent state are jus- 
tified — 55 per cent in 
June compared with 44 
per cent a year ago. 


However fewer believe 
the Israeli -Palestinian 
talks will actually lead to 
such a state — 53 per 
cent compared with 69 
per cent a year ago. 

But 7 1 per cent of those 
polled applauded the 
“stronger" attitude of the 
new right-wing govern- 
ment led by Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin 

Netanyahu in the negoti- 
ations after its May 29 
election victory. 

And only 35.8 per cent 
were in favour of return- 
ing the annexed .Golan 
Heights to Syria, a 
minority echoed in May 
when just 32.7 per cent 
were for the return of the 
plateau and 40.5 per cent 
in April. 
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15:00 Iris The Happv Professor 

15:15 . 


15 JO. 


16:11) . 


17:00. 

News Pash 

17:02 


17:15. 

La V r ie Devam 

Moi 


17:30. 


18:00 Medical Magazine — 

Savnir Plus Same 

19:00 . 


19:15. 

.... JVIacazine — Ushuaia 

19:30 . 

New s Head- 

lines 


19:35 


20:Q0 . 


20-J0. 


21:10. 

Star Trek 

22:00. 

News In English 

22:30 

Human Target 

23:15 


23:45 .. 


PRAYER TIMES 

(M:03.. 


05:36 


12:41 . 


16:22. 


19:47 . 


21:20.. 



CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Svreifieh. Tel. S10740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 


Church of tbe Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra San eta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S2432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 

654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 81 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteomhgy. 

Moderate weather conditions 
Mil prevail with northwesterly 
moderate to active. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moder- 
ate to active and seas calm. 


MinVMax. temp. 

Amman 13/30 

Aqaba .24/38 

Deserts - 17/33 

Jordan Valley 23/36 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 29, Aqaba 36 Humidity 
readings: Amman 43 per cent, 
Aqaba 37 percent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Jamal Jbarah 84735 1 

Dr. Abbas Al Hakim — 885446 
Dr. Arafat Al Ashbab ...602507 
Dr. Mohammad Al Izrail 
778959 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy ....637055 
Al Salam pharmacy .....636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmasani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukb pharmacy ....623672 

Nqflb pharmacy S47632 

TRBID: 

Dr. Mazin Abu Bakir ...276852 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. H3al Al Sayyld .986702 

Khabfeh pharmacy ......985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...6371 1 1 
Civil Defence Dept ......661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 


cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency .. 1 99 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605S00 

Price Complaints .661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance)... 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdati Telephone Repairs 
661 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority. 680 1 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 


Khalidi Maternity 64428 1 /6 

AkOefa Maternity .642441/2 

Jahai Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Stuneisani ....607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic. AbdaD 666126/37 

Al-Ahh.Abdali >..664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen 777101/? 

Al-Bashir 775 1 1 1/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Surgery 865(99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
Al HOuna Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

.(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(021272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
... *.(02)247100 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AUA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:00 Damascus i RJ) 

08:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

10:15 ...Abu Dhabi. Al'Ain tRf) 

10:20 Beirut (RJ) 

10:35 Muscat Dubai (RJ) 

10:50 ...» Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

14:05 - New York 

(RJ) 

17:20 — Cairo (RJ» 

17:30 — London (RJ) 

17:40.™ .. Frankfurt (RJ) 

18:25 Chicago. Amsterdam ( RJ ) 
Other Flights 

05:40 London (BA) 

09:15 —.Cairo (MS) 

13:40 -Abu Dhabi (GF) 

14:00 Riyadh tSV) 

14:00 .. Munich (YP) 

16:00 - Rome (AZj 

16:30 Dubai (EK) 

19:35 Amsterdam (KL> 

20:20 — London (BA) 

20:20 Aden (IY) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

22:00 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

00:55 Bucharest (RO) 

03:00 Kuwait (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09*^0 - Aqaba (RW) 

19:45 -Tel Aviv (RW i 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:35 Beirut (RJ) 

09:30 Amsterdam. New York 
IRJ) 

12:10 — Vienna, Frankfurt (RJ) 
12:15 -Amsterdam. Montreal, 


Toronto (RJ) 

13:00 Geneva. Brussels 

(RJ) 


13:10 

13:15 


14:05 


14:55 


21:10 


21:20 



21:45 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

22:20 ...Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 
22:30 Kuala Lumpur. Singapore 
(RJ) 

Other Flights 
08:45 


09:15 


10:15 


14:30 Abu Dhabi. AJ ‘Ain Mus- 

cat (GF) 

15:30 


15:45 


17:00 


17^30 


20:45 

Kuwait (KL ) 

21:20 


23:10 

01:55 

.....Tel Aviv (LY) 
.Bucharest (RO) 


Arr. Damascus 5:00 pan. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 am 
every Sunday 

Ait. Amman 5:00 pan. every 
Sunday 


04:00 Amsterdam ( KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
10:00 Aqaba (Marka Airport 
(RW) 

20:30 Aqaba (Marka Airport 
proceeding to QAIA) (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 a.m. every 
Mondav 


Vppn/hmrpruv in fils per ig 
Anrimi SCn/cnt) 


7IWS00 


.. . fiOft/KOO 

Banana (mukhammar) -520/520 

Banana (imported). 

— B34V600 


210/140 


I3Q/80 

Cauliflower. 

....240/16 

0 

Cucumber (large) 

140/80 

Cucumber (small) .. 

.240/140 

Eggplant. 

—.200/120 

Garlic 

—650/400 


680/450 

Marrow (large). 

200/120 

Marrow (small) 

TW2Q0 

Muiukhiah 

150/100 

Onion (dry) . 

130/80 

Okra 

750/500 

Orange 

-400/300 

Plumb 

,. 330/200 

Pea. 

-380/250 

Peach 

.—.670/400 

Pepper (hot) 

...._34flZ220 

Pepper (sweet) 

J20/220 

Potato - . 

770/180 


—450/250 

Sweet melon .... 

_190/140 

Tomato _ 

llOrtO 

Water melon .... 

U0T70 
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Queen Noor on Monday distributes diplomas to die first class of students of 
Amman Private University at the Amman Stadium of A1 Hussein Youth City. 

Queen distributes diplomas to first 
Amman Private University students 

AMMAN (J.T.) — 

Amman Private University 
(APU) celebrated the grad- 
uation of its first class of 
students yesterday at the 
Amman Stadium of Al- 
Hussein Youth City. 

Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, continuing a tradi- 
tion of support for the 
inaugural commencements 
of high quality national 
education institutions, dis- 
tributed diplomas and 
prizes to the graduates of 


the 19 different faculties, a 
Royal Court statement 
said. 

The first private univer- 
sity to be established in 
Jordan, the APU is unique 
in its aim to address the 
requirements of the job- 
market in Jordan, as well 
as those of other Arab 
countries, said its Presi- 
dent Amin Mahmoud, a 
former minister of culture. 

The university plans to 
implement cultural 


exchange programmes 
agreed with Arab and 
European universities, and 
proposals are under nego- 
tiation to include Ameri- 
can universities in the pro- 
gramme, said Dr. Mah- 
moud. 

Also attending the cere- 
mony was Minister of 
Higher Education Abdul- 
lah Ensour, the statement 
said. 


King meets visiting U.S. advisory 
team at army headquarters 

Focus of visit is role, status of women in the military 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An advi- 
sory committee on women in 
the U.S. armed forces yester- 
day met with His Majesty 
King Hussein and Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Field Marshal Abdul Hafiz 
Marei Kaabneb at General 
Army Headquarters where 
they were briefed on the role 
of women in the Jordan 
Armed Forces. 

Fourteen members of the 
Defence Advisory Commit- 
tee on Women in die Services 
(DACOWIT) are on a four- 
day trip ro Jordan at the invi- 
tation of the Directorate of 
Women's Affairs at the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces. They 
are being hosted by head of 
the Directorate, HRH 
Princess Aisha Bint Hussein, 
who bolds the rank of major 
in the armed forces. 

The Directorate of 
Women’s Affairs was estab- 
lished in 1995 to meet the 
interests of approximately 
3,000 women serving in the 
Jordanian Armed Forces. 

“We (the directorate) are a 
new institution, responsible 
for dealing with women’s 
issues in the armed forces — 
harassment, pay, etc..” said 
Captain Sana’ Fadel Ali. 

The Americans are dealing 
with the same problems, and 
have significant experience 
in these areas; so we invited 


them to share our experience 
thus far and to learn how they 
deal with these issues." 

DACOWIT has been in 
force since 1951. It was 
established by then Secretary 
of Defence George C. Mar- 
shall. 

The committee is com- 
posed of civilian women and 
men appointed by the Secre- 
tary of Defence, and is 
charged with providing him 
with recommendations rele- 
vant to the utilisation of 
women in U.S. armed forces 
and quality of life issues. 

According to Capt. Fadel 
Ali. the group has a full pro- 
gramme that includes visits 
to the Jordanian Armed 
Forces throughout the King- 
dom. 

The group was also 
addressed yesterday during a 
luncheon by HRH Princess 
Sarvath AJ Hassan, who 
spoke about community and 
military service of women 
throughout the history of 
Is lam. 

Citing the Koran’s account 
of. the Creation — “and of 
everything we have Cleared 
pairs”, she said, women’s 
equality to men in the Koran 
was further underlined by its 
instruction that neither man 
nor woman is secondary to 
the other but rather that they 
are partners without any pri- 



HRH, flanked by US. Defence Attach^ Michael Shaw and head of the visiting 
DACOW1TS team Mrs. HemphiQ and other guests Monday md a luncheon in 
honour of the visiting American delegation at the Marriott 1. • t. Petra photo) 


ority or superiority. 

“In its truest sense then. 
Islam must be recognised as a 
potent force of emancipa- 
tion,” she said, “according 
women a number of unprece- 
dented and surprisingly mod- 
em rights in die legal, social, 
economic, political and civil 
spheres." 

The Koran, she said, gave 
women the right to take part 


in “Jihad” to defend one’s 
religion. She cited several 
women leaders and partici- 
pants in Jihad including 
Asma Bint Abu Bakr, who 
carried out die first clandes- 
tine mission in Islamic histo- 
ry; Um Umarah, Aisha, the 
wife of the Prophet, and Fati- 
ma. his daughter in die battle 
of Uhud; the Prophet's aunts 
Safiya during the siege of 


Medina and Umm Haraam 
during the raid on Cyprus in 
649. 

She also discussed miscon- 
ceptions about marriage and 
divorce, the issue of the veil- 
ing of women, and polygamy 
in modem Islamic society, 
and elaborated on the 
Koran's instructions on rights 
of women regarding these 
issues. 


Mayor extends vacate notice 
for Wadi Haddadeh residents 


By Rana Hussein! 
and Khader A trash 

Special to the Jordan Times 




-/AMMAN / ■ — Anfiifafl ; 
Mayor Mamdoub Abbadi 
announced that be .will 
extend tire deadline for 
Wadi Haddadeh residents 
to vacate their homes and 
increase the compensation 
offered to landlords before 
proceeding to build a dty- 
tunnel in that area in Octo- 
ber. 

On June 26, Wadi Had- 
dadeh residents received a 
notice from the Amman 
Municipality that they 
must vacate their homes in 
late July. In its notice, the 
municipality offered land- 
lords JD 27 per square 
metre to compensate the 
owners for the loss of their 
property. 

The municipality’s 
actions drew strong protest 
by residents who com- 
plained that the time period 
to abandon their homes 
was too short, and the com- 
pensation offered by the 
municipality was insuffi- 
cient. 

Responding to the resi- 
dents complaints, on July 
13 the municipality decid- 
ed to increase the compen- 
sation amount to JD 54 per 
square metre, and to extend 
the deadline for vacating 



View of the area downtown Amman next to the palace of 
Justice to be vacated and destroyed to dear the way for a 
tunnel linkin g King Hussein road to Wadi Haddadeh 
behind Jabal A1 QaJa’a (Photo by Yousef A1 ‘Allan) 


**»*-•• 

the premises to Ocl 1. 
“The municipality’s deci- 


sion comes as a humanitar- 
ian response since resi- 


dents of that area already 


^ live in deteriorating houses 


v and need some financial 

* • 

support,” Dr. Abbadi told 


tiie Jordan Times Sunday. 

- ,m S 

But some tenants who 

> - •- 

reside in the Zahran area in 

iLAitv in-— 

Wadi Haddadeh, said they 

tit Ski** -i 1 ; - 

will not benefit from the 

sto* - ,r - 

municipality's compensa- 


tion plan because accord- 
ing to many, new rents are 

j 

much higher than their 


existing rents. 

! . »=; o- '• ■ 

Tf 1 move out of my JD 


12 a month rented house, I 


will have to pay ten times 
this amount for a new 

ft. - 

lease,” a woman, who pre- 

US. ^ 

ferred anonymity said. 

- A- ■ 

The woman, who has 


been living in tbe Zahran 

. * 

area for the past 30 years, 

. A** ** 

said she will defy the 

.w»— - 

municipality's decision to 

- - tl»* fc*’ ' 

vacate her house. 

. 5 

“I will not accept the 

4**** tr * 

• decision and I will not 


vacate, even if they demol- 


ish my house over my 

head, unless a fair compen- 

1 ' ' 

sation is given to me." the 


65-year-old woman said. 

A landlord of the same 

j&m*****' 

,*#»**' 

area also protested the 


municipality’s recent mea- 
sures saying; “I will chal- 
lenge the mayor’s order at 
the Court of First 
Instance.” 

A health club trainer who 
works at Body Building 
Club in King Hussein Su, 
the oldest such centre in 
the Kingdom, considered 
the decision “unfair;” it 
“harms us materially and 
morally,” he said. 

Zahran area residents 
also expressed their dis- 
may over the municipali- 
ty’s decision stating that 
they were not asked to be 
pan of the delegation 
which met twice with the 
Amman mayor on this 
issue. 

‘*None of us was among 
the delegation that met the 
mayor. This lessened our 
chances of expressing our 
viewpoints and demands,” 
attorney Osama Gheith 
told the Jordan Times. 

Mr. Gheith called on Dr. 
Abbadi to either reconsider 
the municipality’s recent 
decision altogether or raise 
the reimbursement of those 
affected by the decision 
and extend’ the deadline to 
vacate to one year. 

But Dr. Abbadi said the 
municipality cannot meet 
any of these demands 


because it will be referring 
the tender for the construc- 
tion of the vehicle tunnel to 
the winning bidder by the 
end of this month. 

When asked what action 
the municipality might 
take if some inhabitants 
decide to take the munici- 
pality to court. Dr. Abbadi 
said: “We at the municipal- 
ity abide by the Eminent 
Domain Law, and they are 
free to do whatever they 
want." 

According to Dt Abbadi, 
a joint venture „ between 
local and foreign construc- 
tion companies conducted 
a study of the area where 
the tunnel will be con- 
structed and estimated the 
project would cost JD 
4,400,000. 

The 188-metre-long tun- 
nel will link tire Wadi Had- 
dadeh area to King Hussein 
Sl, Dr. Abbadi said, adding 
that this tunnel is pact of a 
master plan to construct 
ring roads in order to min- 
imise traffic congestion in 
the downtown area. 

“This is a national project 
which will woric to serve 
the country in the future 
and should be supported by 
all sectors of society,” Dn 
Abbadi said. 


Panel studies 
drug price hike 


By Samir HUjawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A‘ Health 'Min- ' 
istry technical Committee 
which . controls prices. . and . 
quality of medicine sold in 
Jordan is currently studying 
prospects of raising the 
prices of some medicines in 
the country, according to the 
director of the Medicine 
Department at the Ministry 
of Health Maisaa SakeL 
She told the Jordan Times 
Monday that there will defi- 
nitely be a 3.9 per cent 
increase in prices of some 
imported medicines. Jordan 
pays for these medications in 
U.S. currency because of the 
increase in the exchange rate 
of the dollar that occurred 
more than two years ago. 

She said:”We are bound to 
be affected by the fluctuating 
rates of exchange of various 
currencies, because the regu- 
lations governing the work 
of the technical committee 
provide for revising the 
prices of medicines any time 
the rate 'rises by three per 
cent and the increase lasts for 
at least three months.” 

“All drug firms and 
importers of medicine have 
been demanding an increase 
in the price of drugs added 
Mrs. SakeL 

Abdul Rahim Issa, the 
president of the Jordan Phar- 
macists Association (JPA) 
confirmed that a study was 
under way for raising the 
prices of some medicines 
that were registered in Jor- 
dan since 1988, stressing that 
the proposed increases 
would not exceed four per 
ceoL 

Mr. Issa said to a, “the Jor- 
danian pharmaceutical 
industries are currently fac- 
ing a crisis resulting from the 
country's old pricing poli- 
cies which still evaluate the 
Jordanian dinar to be equiva- 
lent to 53 as the case had 
been prior to 1989.” 

Adnan Bdwan, deputy 
c hairman of the Jor danian 
Union of Drug Producers 
told the Jordan Times that 
“the pharmaceutical firms 
are demanding that Jordan 
reconsider the prices of cer- 
tain medicines and raise 
them within reason.” 

Mr. Badwan said, Tt has 
been suggested that the 
increase should be reason- 
able so that Jordanians will 
still be able to afford the 
medications, and at the same 
time ensure a reasonable 
margin of profit for the phar- 
maceutical companies.” 

The Ministry of Health, the 
JPA and die pharmaceutical 
firms are cooperating to 


guarantee that the interests of 
all parties will be addressed. 

Mr. Badwan added,” some 
. !q$ tbe medicine* sqjd. insJor- • 
dan are registered at old rates 
..when foe Jordanian , dinar; 
was equivalent to $3, rad do 
one has yet re-examined the 
possibility of biking the 
prices. This has prompted 
some firms to avoid manu- 
facturing them because they 
were not profitable.” 

The pharmaceutical 
industries depend on import- 
ed inputs whose prices have 
risen on world markets, but 
there was no change in tbe 
price of the produced drugs,” 
added Mr. Badwan. 

“We do not seek to hike 
prices of medicine to a level 
where the Jordanian citizens 
find it impossible to buy, nei- 
ther can we allow the phar- 
maceutical firms to continue 
production without ensuring 
a reasonable margin of profit 
to cover expenses while 
catering to the requirements 
of new technologies in pro- 
duction,” he added. 

“In tbe past seven years tbe 
local pharmaceutical firms 
have continued to supply 
their products despite the 
fact that they did not make 
profit on some of the medi- 
cines,” according to Mr. 
Badwan. 

He said, “Prices of medi- 
cines are continually rising 
on tbe world markets due to 
the monopoly of major com- 
panies and the application of 
tbe intellectual property laws 
by countries joining the 
•World Trade Organisation.” 

Referring to the sale of 
locally-made medicines, he 
said that “Jordanian firms 
cover 56 per cent of the local 
market’s needs of medicine.” 

According to Mrs. SakeL 
“Jordan consumes JD 83 
million worth of medicines; 
JD 60 million worth of those 
drugs are imported. The 
average per capita consump- 
tion (of medications) in Jor- 
dan is JD25J annually ” 

She said there are 5386 
types of medicines on tbe 
Jordanian market: 1,800 of 
them are imported. 

According to the Ministry 
of Health, Jordan exports JD 
120 million worth of medi- 
cine annually through its 
eight pharmaceutical plants. 
Another eight drug manufac- 
turers are being established, 
the ministry said. 

Tbe pricing of medicine 
sold in Jordan should be 
approved by the Minister of 
Health who acts upon the 
technical committee's rec- 
ommendations. 


Kabariti opens new Karak hospital 


KARAK (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Kab ar- 
id Monday inaugurated the 
new UO-bed hospital in Karak 
financed by the Italian gov- 
ernment. and voiced Jordan's 
appredationof Italy’s gener- 
‘ pus contribuppn’ to. fhe Kinfo . 
(join's health. rervices/ . 

• In 1988. and Jordan 
signed an agreement on the 
construction of the hospital 
which has cost $13 million. 
Construction work was start- 
ed in SepL 1993 . 

In his address at tbe open- 
ing ceremony. Italian Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Francesco 
Cerulli praised the strong ties 
between Jordan and his coun- 
try, reflected in the construc- 
tion of the new health facility. 

Mr. Cerulli highlighted the 
cooperation in healthcare 
fields, noting that in 1927, 
Dr. Fausto Tesio opened in 


Amman the first hospital in 
Transjordan. 

He added that in 1937 
another Italian hospital was 
inaugurated in Karak. 

He thanked the Italian firm 
Tangran . and i the- .Jordanian 
cpiuwny Ziad Salah for their 
wore . ' in constructing the 
facility. 

Mr. Cerulli also paid 
homage to Saad Mn dknat 
who he said was instrumental 
in organising the transfer of 
the old hospital to tbe new 
building. 

At the ceremony. Minister 
of Health Aref Bataineh said 
the construction of the hospi- 
tal was part of government's 
strategy to improve health- 
care services, pointing out 
that in the past year the gov- 
ernment opened five new 
hospitals in Jordan. 

The Ministry of Health has 


also recently acquired a plot 
of land in Karak to begin tbe 
construction of the Karak 
Nursing College next year. 

He said that with the open- 
ing of the new 6300 square 
' ‘metre hospital;, public hospi- 
tal- beds 1 in (tertian now num- 
ber 3J17. 

The Itafiati^fimded hospital 
has potential for expansion 
for a further 220 beds and has 
been provided with the most 
sophisticated equipment 

including specialised clinics, 
a physiotherapy unit and staff 
residential quarters, said the 
Director of the Karak Health 
Department Abdullah 
Shawawreh . 

Karak Goveraorate was 
previously solely served by 
an Italian hospital which was 
expanded in April 1995 to 
accommodate 45 beds. 


AACO to open regional 
training centre in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal 
Jordanian Public Relations 
chief Munib Toukan Monday 
announced that the Arab Air 
Carriers Organisation 
(AACO) will sign an agree- 
ment this month to establish a 
regional civil aviation train- 
ing centre in Amman for the 
employees of 18 Arab air- 
lines including Royal Jordan- 
ian (RJ). 

The training centre, Mr. 
Toukan said, will cover sev- 
eral domains including 
administration, financ ing, 
ticketing, as well as ground 
sendee training. 

Tbe project, be added, was 
approved by the AACO’s 
Development and Training 
Committee at a meeting in 
Amman last year and will be 
financed by the European 
Union (EU) at a cost of 
$750,000. 

The signing of the agree- 
ment, scheduled for July 24, 
by AACO Secretary General 
Abdul Wahab Tuff aha and 
the ElTs representative in 


Amman Yves Gazzo will be 
preceded by a two-day meet- 
ing of a committee which 
will discuss several issues 
concerning the training of 
airline employees, as well as 
the centre itself. 

According to Mr. Toukan, 
His Majesty King Hussein 
last year instructed tbe gov- 
ernment to assign a suitable 
plot of land for the establish- 
ment of the training centre. 

So far, no such steps have 
been taken awaiting the out- 
come of a feasibility study 
which has been conducted by 
toe AACO secretariat and toe 
International Air Transport 
Association (IATA). said Mr. 
Toukan. 

The study, he added, exam- 
ined toe Arab airline’s need 
for such a training centre and 
whether the AACO and the 
IATA would be interested in 
sending their employees for 
training at the centre. 

The study showed, accord- 
ing to Mr. Toukan, torn the 
establishment of the centre 


and training employees was 
viable, as no less than 2.70Q 
personnel would benefit from 
its facilities and sen-ices. 

The various Arab airlines 
are expected to provide 
financial backing to the 
AACO for five consecutive 
years, and to help in the 
administration of the centre. 

Furthermore, he said, the 
AACO's general assembly 
has approved toe develop- 
ment and training commit- 
tee’s proposal to set up a con- 
sultancy board fir the centre 
chaired by the AACO secre- 
tary general, and to include 
the EU representative in 
Amman as a member. 

While awaiting construc- 
tion of toe permanent centre 
in Amman the AACO has 
decided to start training air- 
line personnel ai a rented 
building by October, said Mr. 
Toukan, adding that RJ Vice 
President fra* T raining Mousa 
Anz has been nominated to 

serve as tbe centre’s director. 
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4 World News 

Surprise Yeltsin ‘vacation’ 
overshadows Russian-U.S. talks 


Jordan limes, Tuesday, July 16, 1996 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin's surprise 
decision to take a two-week 
vacation Monday amid con- 
tinuing speculation about 
his health overshadowed 
high-level Russian-U.S. 
trade talks here Monday. 

The Kremlin announced 
that Mr. Yeltsin had post- 
poned a meeting with U.S. 
Vice-President A1 Core and 
had left for a two-week 
vacation at Barvikha. a 
country dacha just west of 
Moscow, where he also rest- 
ed last month after a hectic 
election campaign. 

However, Kremlin 
spokesman Sergei Medve- 
dev insisted that Mr. Yeltsin 
was in good health, and said 
he would meet Mr. Gore at 
the state dacha Tuesday. 

Mr. Yeltsin would contin- 
ue working on official docu- 
ments, Mr. Medvedev said, 
and would hold meetings 
with senior officials, go on 
walks, swim and perhaps 
play tennis and hunt in the 
woods. 

Speaking at a meeting 
with Mr. Gore, who arrived 
here Saturday, Prime Minis- 
ter Viktor Chernomyrdin 
said Mr. Yeltsin “feels fine." 

Mr. Yeltsin’s wife Naina 
said after his July 3 election 
victory that the campaign 
had been tiring for him and 
he needed to rest 

On July 3 Mr. Yeltsin un- 
expectedly cancelled plans 
to vote at a polling station in 
Moscow, and instead cast 
his ballot at Barvikha. 
avoiding journalists. 

In the run-up to the crucial 
second round run-off vote 
Mr. Yeltsin, who had two 
mild heart attacks last year, 
hod not appeared in public 
for nine days, with officials 


saying he was suffering 
from a lost voice and a cold. 

Mr. Medvedev said Mon- 
day that Mr. Yeltsin’s aides 
had advised him to go on 
holiday immediately after 
his victory, but he decided 
to postpone his vacation to 
discuss the formation of a 
new government. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s voice was 
still “slightly hoarse” from a 
cold he" caught during an 
election trip to Kaliningrad. 
Mr. Medvedev said. 

Doctors were ready to 
carry out a medical exami- 
nation on Mr. Yeltsin during 
his vacation — the first 
such examination since his 
second bout of heart trouble 
last October, Mr. Medvedev 
added. • 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
reported that Mr. Yeltsin 
held talks at Barvikha Mon- 
day with Nikolai Yegorov, 
head of a state committee 
set up to prepare Mr. Yel- 
tsin’s swearing-in for a new 
four-year term on Aug. 9. 

They discussed plans for 
the ceremony and for 
improving Mr. Yeltsin’s 
Kremlin administration. 

Meanwhile. Mr. Gore and 
Mr. Chernomyrdin dis- 
cussed a wide range of bi- 
lateral issues, including eco- 
nomic and technological co- 
operation within the frame- 
work of the Russian-U.S. 
commission which they co- 
chair, Interfax News Agen- 
cy reported. 

The talks covered non- 
proliferation of fissile mate- 
rials. conversion of biologi- 
cal weapons, the peaceful 
use of atomic energy, coop- 
eration in traditional sou- 
rces of energy, access to 
each other's markets and 
protection of intellectual 


property. ITAR-TASS re- 
ported. 

They also discussed joint 
projects in space, the econo- 
my, finance, the environ- 
ment and health. 

At a meeting of the joint 
commission later Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin said that with Mr. 
Yeltsin's election victory 
there were “firm prospects 
for strengthening market 
relations in Russia, improv- 
ing political institutions and. 
expanding social guaran- 
tees." 

Mr. Gore said the two 
countries needed to har- 
monise their tax and invest- 
ment codes and tariff struc- 
tures. 

He said Mr. Yeltsin’s vic- 
tory was “a turning point in 
the history of Russia as a 
free nation," Interfax report- 
ed. 

“There is a historic oppor- 
tunity to go further in coop- 
eration and mutual under- 
standing." he added. 

Oleg Davydov, Russian 
minister for foreign eco- 
nomic relations, told ITAR- 
TASS that Moscow wanted 
to “finally resolve the issue 
of granting Russia most 
favoured nation status in 
trade with the United States 
on a permanent basis." 

He said Russia wanted the 
United States to lift remain- 
ing “discriminatory" restric- 
tions on Russian exports, 
and to invest more in 
Russian high technology 
and export-oriented produc- 
tion. 

Some 60 per cent of the 
nearly 1,000 Russian-U.S. 
joint ventures were engaged 
in the trade and service sec- 
tors. he noted. 

In a separate develop- 
ment, former Deputy Pre- 


mier Anatoly Chubais, a lib- 
eral who spearheaded the 
Russian privatisation pro- 
gramme, has been appoint- 
ed head of the presidential 
administration and top advi- 
sor to President Boris Yel- 
tsin, Russian news agencies 
said Monday. 

Mr. Chubais will replace 
Nikolay Yegorov, who will 
direct preparations in view 
of President Yeltsin's inau- 
guration for a second term 
in the Kremlin on Aug. 9. 

He would also replace 
Viktor Ilyushin, the presi- 
dent's top advisor. 

Last January Mr. Chubais 
left the government, after 
the Communists scored a 
victory in the Russian par- 
liamentary elections but he 
has since made a discreet 
comeback, standing along- 
side the president to bead 
the financial aspects of his 
electoral campaign. 

The dismissal between the 
two rounds of the presiden- 
tial elections of two power- 
ful figures, Alexandre Kor- 
zhakov. bead of the Presi- 
dential Guard, and Mikhail 
Barsukov, head of the Rus- 
sian Federal Security Ser- 
vice. was seen as a victory 
for Mr. Chubais and his 
allies, including Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin. 

Mr. Chubais' departure 
from the government in 
January came after Mr. 
Yeltsin blamed him for his 
party's poor showing in the 
December legislative elec- 
tions. 

His departure had sparked 
concern among Western 
government which feared 
that it could mean an end to 
Mr. Yeltsin's privatisation 
programme. 


Question mark hangs 
over Diana’s role 


LONDON (R) - 
piana’s doomed 


• Princess 
marriage 

to Prince Charles reaches 
the divorce court Monday, 
with uncertainty hanging 
over what future role she 
will manage to carve out for 
herself. 

The legal process to end a 
marriage that began in a tri- 
umphant ceremony 15 
years ago will appear at the 
bottom of a list of 30 cou- 
ples requesting "quickie” 
divorces at a London court. 
In six weeks time, the 
divorce should be complete. 

Prince Charles, 47. has an 
assured future, although he 
has complained of the diffi- 
culty in finding a useful 
niche while waiting to take 
on his destiny as British 
king. His mother. Queen 
Elizabeth, is 70. but in good 
health. 

Princess Diana, 35, has a 
trickier problem. Her wish, 
expressed in a controversial 
television interview last 
year, was to become a 
goodwill ambassador for 
Britain, “a queen of hearts.” 
The terms of the divorce, 
made public last Friday, 
dashed any such hopes. She 
will be humiliatingly 
stripped of the Her Royal 
Highness title and its privi- 
leges but her public move- 
ments will remain strictly 
under the queen control. 

She will receive a divorce 
settlement estimated at 
around £17 million ($26 
million) and she is highly 
valued as a patron of dozens 
of charities, especially 
those working with children 
and AIDS victims. 

But she apparently 
remains unfulfilled. She 
mokes frequent visits to her 
analyst and has resorted to a 
bewildering array of “new 
age” health treatments in 
the search for contentment. 

She is considered one of 
the most stylish and beauti- 
ful women in the world and 
she is certainly one of the 
most photographed. She is 
also said to long for more 
children, especially a 
daughter, having had two 
sons. 

Tabloid journalist Andrew 
Morton, whose book Diana. 
Her True Story, published 
in 1992 unveiled her deep 
unhappiness in her mar- 
riage, said Princess Diana’s 
greatest problems were her 
lack of confidence and her 
impulsiveness. 

“The Princess of Wales is 


a woman of instinct riot for- 
ward planning. Today may 
be the first day of the rest of 
her life, but she has no idea 
what she’s going to do 
tomorrow," Mr. Morton 
wrote. 

The biggest question over 
Prince Charles’ future is 
whether he will marry 
Camilla Parker Bowles, his 
long-time mistress who 
divorced last year. But there 
is public hostility to the 
prospect that she might 
become queen. 

Newspapers said royal 
aides were investigating 
ways in which Prince 
Charles might marry Ms. 
Parker Bowles without her 
becoming queen on his 
accession to the throne. 

He is now expected to 
increase his royal duties. 
“There is no question of the 
queen abdicating, but she 
wants to turn some of the 
sunshine onto her son." the 
Sunday Times quoted a 
royal source as saying. 

Divorce proceedings 
between Prince Charles and 
Princess Diana took a step 
forward Monday after 
London's High Court grant- 
ed the royal couple a provi- 
sional decree. 

The legal procedure last- 
ed a mere two minutes and 
neither of the two parties 
was present in court 
On Aug. 28. a mere six 
weeks after the provisional 
decree. Prince Charles and 
Princess Diana are to be 
divorced. 

The speed of the divorce 
proceedings has been made 
possible because the cou- 
ple, for all the past bitter- 
ness. have come to an ami- 
cable agreement, and 
because they have been liv- 
ing apart for more than two 
years, their lawyers said 
Friday. 

Prince Charles served an 
affidavit to the court, 
explaining his reasons for 
lodging divorce proceed- 
ings. The prince said that 
“both myself and the 
respondent (Diana) recog- 
nised there were irreconcil- 
able differences and that 
accordingly we could no 
longer live together ” 

The prince added that 
divorce proceedings had 
become unavoidable and 
“this reflected my own 
belief that the marriage was 
at an end." 


Uganda accuses rebels 
of killing 9 1 refugees 


KAMPALA (AFP) — The 
Ugandan military Monday 
accused the rebel Lord's 
Resistance Army (LRA) of 
killing 91 Sudanese refu- 
gees in an attack on a camp 
near the northern town of 
Kitgum last week. 

The attack, on the Acholi- 
Pii Refugee Camp, which 
houses some 16.000 refu- 
gees from strife-tom south- 
ern Sudan, was carried out 
Friday, military sources. 

A spokeswoman for the 
U.N. World Food Prog- 
ramme (WFP) confirmed 
the attack, adding that the 
raiders had burned a truck 
hired by the agency to 
transport relief supplies to 
the refugees. The lorry’s 
driver was missing, Mi- 
chele Quintaglie said. 

The attackers also torched 
a food store in the camp and 
damaged another one dur- 
ing the raid. 

LRA rebels, headed by 
fonner Roman Catholic cat- 
echist Joseph Kony, are 
fighting from bases in nor- 
thern Uganda ostensibly to 
overthrow the government 
of President Yoweri Muse- 
veni. 

Ms. Quintaglie said the 
agency was caring for some 
216.000 refugees who fled 
the war between Sudanese 
government forces and 
mainly Christian and ani- 
mist rebel groups in south- 
ern Sudan. 

Food convoys to northern 
Uganda are routinely es- 
corted by the Ugandan ar- 
my, but security in the area 


is t£«yigrgtingr Inaidgg: it 
1 difficult’ fdr relfcifr agencies 
to operate in the area, Ms. 
Quintaglie said. 

Convoys are regularly at- 
tacked by rebels and other 
bandits. 

Earlier this month. Salim 
Saleh. Mr. Museveni's 
adviser on political and mil- 
itary affairs in northern 
Uganda, said the army had 
launched an operation to rid 
the region of rebels. 

The operation involved 
blocking routes used by the 
rebels from their bases, 
allegedly in southern Su- 
dan, and other “softer op- 
tions.” It would last six 
months, Mr. Saleh said. 

Rebel bases inside 
Uganda will be raided by 
the army to keep the insur- 
gents “constantly on the 
move" so that they have no 
time to plan attacks, be 
added. 

The rebels are said to be 
using caves, hills and fo- 
rests as their “safe havens." 

Ways were being devised 
to stop the rebels from 
bringing in more arms and 
other supplies from Sudan, 
Mr. Saleh added. 

Uganda has accused Su- 
dan of training and arming 
rebels but Khartoum has 
denied the charge, while 
accusing Kampala of back- 
ing the Sudan People’s Li- 
beration Army rebels in 
southern Sudan. 

The two countries broke 
diplomatic relations over 
the accusations in April last 
year. 



US. Vice-President A1 Gore (2nd from right) gestures prior to a meeting with Russian 
Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin (left) at the Russian White House Monday. The 
meeting, which lasted nearly one hoar, focussed on issues concerning the seventh ses- 
sion of their joint commission on economic and technological cooperation which 
opened later Monday (Reuter photo) 


Tigers kill 4 civilians as Sri 
Lankan violence escalates 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Ta- 
mil Tigers guerrillas have 
killed a defector and three 
other women in eastern Sri 
Lanka as violence escalated 
across the embattled region, 
officials here said Monday. 

Gunmen of the rebel Li- 
beratio n Tig ers of Tamil Ee- 
lam (LTTE) shot dead the 
former comrade in the dis- 
trict of Batticaloa over the 
weekend and escaped after 
throwing grenades into his 
house, killing three others, 
officials said. 

The attack came as securi- 
ty forces kept up an offen- 
s ive against suspected 
LTTE positions in the jun- 
gles of Batticaloa that has 
left at least 22 rebels dead 
since its launch Wednesday, 
officials said. 

There were no losses 
among security forces, a 
military spokesman here 
said, although several elite 
army commandos~b3d been 
seriously . woundfidsitcbTiger 
mortar - bomb attac^g^ and 
anti-personnel min e^exp lo- 
sions. 

The LTTE denounced the 
government drive in a state- 


ment from its London of- 
fice. “The military opera- 
tion is proving to be a disas- 
ter," the statement said, 
without giving details. 

On Sunday, the Tiger 
guerrillas carried out their 
biggest attack against secu- 
rity forces in the northern 
peninsula of Jaffna since the 
region was retaken from 
rebel control in December. 

Thirteen soldiers were 
killed and two others es- 
caped with injuries when 
the Tigers overran an army 
bunker line at Sarasali in the 
Jaffna peninsula in a pre- 
dawn attack Sunday, offi- 
cials said. 

The military took control 
of the peninsula, the main 
bastion of the LTTE and the 
symbol of Tamil sepa- 
ratism, alter a series of mil- 
itary operations begun in 
October. 

Since then. Tiger infiltra- 
tors had been staging small- 
scale hit-and-run attacks 
against security forces and a- 
suicide bomber killed 31 
bystanders in an unsuccess- 
ful attempt to assassinate 
the housing minister on July 


4. 

Sunday's rebel attack at 
Sarasali was Dot totally 
unexpected. Government 
forces are considered insuf- 
ficient to hold the 900- 
square-mile (2,340-square 
kilometre) Jaffna peninsula 
and also fight the Tigers in 
the east of the country. 

As troops mo unted pres- 
sure against the LTTE in the 
eastern districts the rebels 
were expected to step up 
their attacks in the north. 

The renewed violence in 
the northern and eastern 
regions has prompted a se- 
curity alert in the capital, 
especially after police un- 
covered a 100-kilo (220- 
pound) bomb at a suspected 
Tiger safe house here Fri- 
day. police said. 

The Tigers have been 
waging a protracted cam- 
paign for independence in 
the island's northern and 
eastern regions where the 
two million Tamil minority 
is concentrated. More than' 
50.000 people have died in 
more than two decades of 
bitter fighting. 


U.S. firmly opposed to Ghali’s 
reelection as U.N. chief 


TOKYO (AFP) — U.S. 
National Security Advisor 
Anthony Lake Monday 
spelt out the United States' 
opposition to the reelection 
of U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali, Kyodo 
News Agency said. 

Mr. Lake, who arrived 
Sunday, reiterated that Wa- 
shington was against Dr. 
Ghali's return for a second 
term in office but did not 
seek to paint over his suc- 
cesses as U.N. chief, it said. 

Mr. Lake made the re- 
marks at a meeting here 
with Japanese Foreign Mi- 
nister Yukihiko Ike da, Kyo- 
do said. Mr. Ikeda made no 
comment. Elections for the 
U.N. leadership are sched- 
uled for this fall, but last 
month, the United States 
announced its decision to 
oppose Dr. Ghali's second 
term. 

Washington cited his re- 
luctance to pursue U.S. de- 
mands for financial reform 
and downsizing of the 
world organisation as well 
as differences over the fu- 
ture activities of U.N. 
peacekeeping operations. 


During the meeting. Mr. 
Lake also said the United 
States did not view China as 
a hostile country. 

“China is not a threat and 
the United States does not 
intend to contain China," he 
told Defence Minister Hi- 
deo Usui. 

A high-ranking U.S. offi- 
cial accompanying Mr. 
Lake meanwhile told re- 
porters that China’s Natio- 
nal Defence Minister Gen. 
Chi Haotian may visit Wa- 
shington later this year, 
denying reports that Wa- 
shington is rejecting a meet- 
ing between Mr. Chi and 
President Bill Clinton. Ja- 
panese news agencies said. 

“We very much expect the 
defence minister to come to 
Washington in the near 
future.” the unidentified of- 
ficial was quoted as saying 
by Kyodo. 

Mr. Chi was to visit the 
United States last year, but 
his trip was postponed as 
Taiwanese President Lee 
Teng-Hui's visit's to the 
United States angered Chi- 
na. 

On proposed four-way 


peace talks on Korean pe- 
ninsula. Mr. Lake told re- 
porters that he was opti- 
mistic about a U.S.-South 
Korea joint briefing with 
North Korea on the issue, 
Kyodo said. 

“I myself am and have 
been encouraged in the fact 
that North Koreans have 
taken this on. and are dis- 
cussing it and have not 
rejected it,” Mr. Lake was 
quoted by Kyodo as saying. 

While reiterating Wa- 
shington does not expect an 
immediate answer from 
Pyongyang. Mr.' Lake re- 
portedly said: “We hope we 
can get into a joint briefing 
as soon as possible." 

Mr. Lake reportedly said 
he predicted “serious situa- 
tion" in food shortage in 
North Korea later this year. 

“There is anecdotal evi- 
dence of very grave hunger 
in certain areas of North 
Korea," Kyodo quoted as 
him saying. “It certainly 
does suggest that between 
now and the harvest, which 
comes at the end of sum- 
mer, that there is a serious 
situation." 


Burundi rebels reject peace plan; Tutsis protest 


NAIROBI (R) — Burundi's 
main Hutu rebel group 
warned Monday of resis- 
tance to a regional peace 
plan and accused Uganda, 
which may send in troops, 
of being an accomplice to 
ethnic slaughter in Burundi. 

Leonard Nyangoma. lea- 
der of the rebel National 
Council for the Defence of 
Democracy (CNDD). said 
in a statement issued in the 
Kenyan capital Nairobi thar 
implementing the plan with- 
out consulting its leadership 
amounted to an invasion 
and warned of resistance 
from people in the small tea 
and coffee-growing country. 

In the Burundi capital 
Bujumbura some- 3,000 
mainly Tutsi youths took to 
the streets of the war-tom 


city Monday to add to pro- 
tests against the “made in 
Africa” peace formula. 

“We are categorically 
against foreign intervention. 
We the youth are ready to 
fight for our country,” read 
one placard. 

Burundi's Tutsis fear the 
initiative could eventually 
neutralise their hold on the 
army which is battling 
CNDD's Hutu rebels in a 
ferocious war claiming 
1,000 lives a month. 

The plan involves sending 
troops from Ethiopia, Ugan- 
da and Tanzania to Burundi. 
It was agreed at an African 
summit in the northern 
Tanzanian town of Arusha 
last month and endorsed at 
the summit of the Organi- 
sation of African Unity 


(OAU) last week. 

"The Arusha summit res- 
ponded positively to the 
request (from Burundi for 
foreign troops) without tak- 
ing into account the forces 
present at the battlefield or 
at least consulting all parties 
to the conflict." Mr. Nyan- 
goma said in the statement. 

“The lack of consultations 
with us (CNDD) on this 
sensitive matter of foreign 
troops is particularly painful 
because we have held sever- 
al contacts with the media- 
tor.” added Mr. Nyangoma. 

Mediator Julius Nyerere, 
Tanzania's former presi- 
dent, warned Friday that 
Burundi risked “peace en- 
forcement" by powerful 
neighbours if all parties 
failed to agree on the peace 


plan. 

Mr. Nyerere told Reuters 
that Africa must not allow 
Burundi to degenerate into 
genocidal killings as hap- 
pened in neighbouring 
Rwanda, where up to a mil- 
lion people died in 1994. 

But he said he understood 
fears by the exiled CNDD 
and that he would meet its 
leadership soon to allay 
these fears. 

Mr. Nyangoma is believed 
by diplomats to be based in 
eastern Zaire. CNDD has 
recently stepped up its guer- 
rilla war, launching raids 
inside Bujumbura's suburbs 
and making the northwest a 
no-go area for the army. 

More than 150,000 people 
have died over the past three 
years in fighting between 


the majority Hums and mi- 
nority Tutsis. 

CNDD also accused 
Uganda of taking sides in 
Burundi's conflict and be- 
ing unfit to take part in 
peacekeeping there. 

Burundi's first freely 
elected president. Melchior 
Ndadaye, a Hutu, was mur- 
dered in 1993 by a group of 
renegade Tutsi soldiers who 
fled to Uganda, where they 
still live. 

The ruling Tutsi armies in 
Burundi and Rwanda are 
closely connected to Ugan- 
dan President Yoweri Muse- 
veni. It was a part of Mr. 
Museveni's army that inva- 
ded Rwanda in 1990 and 
overthrew Rwanda’s Hutu 
government four years later. 


Gregory Peck in 
stable condition at * 
hospital 1 

PRAGUE (R) — U.S. film 
star Gregory Peck was in 
stable condition following 
emergency surgery for a 
suspected intestinal ail- 
ment Sunday shortly after 
receiving a Czech movie 
award, the Czech News 
Agency (CTK) reported. 
Hospital officials in the 
western Czech city of Kar- 
lovy Vary (Carlsbad) said 
the 80-year-old actor had 
undergone abdominal sur- 
gery and should remain in 
hospit al fo r about one 
week. CTK said. Peck was 
taken to hospital shortly ^ 
after receiving a lifetime 
achievement award Satur- 
day evening at the Karlovy 
Vary Film Festival. Word 
of his illness spread quick- 
ly throughout the festival, 
which was celebrating its 
31st anniversary. Play- 
wright-turned-President 
Vaclav Havel, who was at 
the awards ceremony, sent 
a telegram to Peck’s bed- 
side wishing him well. 
Peck, a lean, square-jawed 
sex symbol in his early 
years, became a Holly- 
wood symbol of moral 
strength and sincerity both 
in the movies and as a com- 
munity activist. His Oscar- 
winning performance as an 
embattled small -town law- 
yer in the 1962 film version 
of To Kill A Mockingbird 
typified his strong but kind 
on-screen personality. 3 

Moscow police 
mistake building 
tool for bomb 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Po- 
lice mistook a bricklayer’s 
tool for a bomb on a Mos- 
cow trolley-bus. as two 
attacks last week led ner- 
vous passengers to report 
40 suspect objects Sunday 
alone, the Interfax News 
Agency reported Monday. 

It said that police evacuat- 
ed a trolley-bus and 
brought in a dog trained to 
sniff out bombs after pas : 

•• sengers signalled a suspect 
' bag Sunday. The dog’s 
reaction indicated the 
object as an “explosive 
substance." After destroy- 
ing the bag with water can- 
nons. authorities however 
said it contained only a tool 
used by bricklayers to 
“drill bolts into concrete 
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walls." Interfax said. Ear' 
lier Sunday, police cleared 
a Moscow trolley-bus sta- 
tion and brought in a bomb 
squad after finding an 
apparent explosive de-vice. 
TTiey discovered that the 
device contained no deto- 
nator and was harmless. 
Moscow police and 1,000 
soldiers from the Interior 
Ministry have stepped up 
security since Friday, fol- 
lowing two explosions on 
trolley-buses last week that 
injured 33 people, eight of 
them seriously. No one 
claimed res-po risibility for 
the attacks, apart from an 
anonymous caller to the 
Chechen rebel news 
agency in Istanbul who 
claimed that a Che-cben 
field commander identified 
as Sofia Ersanov had 
“taken the blame.” But the 
news agency saw the call 
as an attempt by the 
Russian Secret Service to 
blame Chechen separatists 
despite a lack of proof. 
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Food poisoning ^ 
makes 3,000 
children ill in 
Japan 

OSAKA. Japan (R) — 

Health officials in the west- 
ern Japanese city of Sakai 
rushed Monday to prevent 
the spread of a food poi- 
soning outbreak traced to 
school lunches that made 
3,000 primary school chil- 
dren ill. A spokesman for 
the city said nearly 150 
children were in hospital 
and all 92 primary schools 
in the area had been closed. 

He said children from 47 of 
the schools started coming 
down with fever, vomiting 
and diarrhoea Friday in a 
repetition of an earlier out- 
break of food poisoning 
which killed three children ! nju rv " , * ,n - Di 
in other parts of Japan. 

Tests had determined that - c r ..., V , . Ure sai 

the illness was spread from 
school lunches which inc- 
luded sea eel sushi and 
soup distributed to the 
schools on July 5. 
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The Sultan of Brunei Hassanal Bolkiah (centre) Inspects the Royal -guard -of-honoor during the sultan’s birthday 
parade m Bandar Seri Begawan Monday. The sultan is celebrating his 50th birthday with Prince Charles and 
Michael Jackson among others as his guests (Renter photo.) 

Sultan of Brunei celebrates 50th birthday 

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN (AFP) — Sultan Hassanal 
Bolkiah of Brunei, reputedly the world’s richest man, cele- 
brated his 50th birthday Monday with a promise to broaden 
the base of the tiny kingdom’s oil-dependent economy. 

Speaking at an investiture ceremony to mark his birthday, 
the ruler said human resources development would be spe- 
i cially stepped up in line with moves to turn Brunei into a 
services hub for trade and tourism by 2003. 

Oil and gas, which account for more than 95 per cent of 
export revenues, have turned Brunei, which gained inde- 
pendence from Britain in 19S4, into one of the world’s 
wealthiest countries. 

But present-day oil and gas reserves are expected to last 
for only about 20 years at current production rates, officials 
said. 

Brunei, located on Borneo Island, produces some 150,000 
barrels of oil and 25 million cubic metres (875 million 
cubic feet) of gas per day, according to published figures. 

The sultan said: “Even though it is more opportune now 
for Brunei to diversify its economy compared with 20 years 
ago, it will only be achieved if the youth equipped them- 
selves with skills.” 

The skills were necessary- to generate industries that were 
value-added and based on high technology, he said in his 
speech, which did not touch on democracy. 

The sultan^ reputedly tfjg. richest man in the world with a 
fortune estimated at more than" $30 billion, is also prime 
minister and defence minister of Brunei, whose 300.000 
people are predominantly ethnic Malays. 

He wields absolute power over his kingdom. In 1993, the 
sultan allowed the setting up of village or province level 
committees in which members are appointed to “fine-tune 
and strengthen the political system at the grassroot level.” 
officials said. 

The sultan said economic diversification would also be 
based on moves to turn Brunei into a service hub for trade 

d t ° urism M for the Pf of the Association of South grand's Su|tan Hassanal Bolidab (right) Md Britain's 

E^t Asian Nations (ASEAN) region. Prince Charles salute members of the Royal Brunei 

Bnmet together with the eastern pan of Malaysia, the forees „ pass during a parade in 

southern Philippine and northern area of Indonesia come Bandar Serj Begawan Monday iReuterlihoto) 
under the East ASEAN growth area where the nations use “ 

their comparative advantage to spur economic growth. bring about a new ray of light to the people and the coun- 

The other ASEAN members are Singapore, Thailand and try,” he said. 

Vietnam. The sultan's birthday is the premier event in the national 

The sultan stressed that government efforts to inject calendar of Brunei. A host of foreign dignitaries, among 
Islamic values into the admfriistration structure would be them Britain's Prince Charles, are here to attend the cele- 
hastened while economic growth was stepped up. brations, which include a concert by pop star Michael 

“We will step into the 21st century, fully dedicated to Jackson Tuesday. 



Chirac stands firm but fails to impress 


PARIS (R> — The late 
French President Francois 
Mitterrand handed over 
office to his successor, 
Jacques Chirac, with a pri- 
vate joke, biographer 
Georges- Marc Benhamou 
recounts. 

It went something like 
this: A great statesman leav- 
ing power after a long reign 
hands three sealed 
envelopes to his successor 
and advises him to open one 
each time he is in trouble. 

After a year, the new 
leader opens the first enve- 
lope. It says: “Blame your 
predecessor.” Some rime 
later, he is forced to open 
the second. Jt says: “Blame 
the international situation.” 
Eventually, he has to open 
the third one. It says: 
“Prepare three envelopes.” 
On Sunday. 14 months 
after taking over from the 
old Socialist fox. Mr. Chirac 
opened the first envelope. 

In the Bastille Day televi- 
rion interview that tradi- 
tionally closes the political 
season, he blamed his pre- 


decessors for most of 
France’s ills, from near 
record unemployment to 
excessive deficits, crippling 
tax rates, loss-making banks 
and campuses riddled with 
asbestos. 

The rest he blamed on the 
bad habits of the French 
people, unwilling to adapt 
to change, or the indepen- 
dent Bank of France, reluc- 
tant to cut interest rates. 

Under pressure from crit- 
ics in his centre-right coali- 
tion and from the influential 
newspaper Le Monde to fire 
Prime Minister Alain Juppe 
and adopt less austere, more 
reflarionary economic poli- 
cies. Mr. Chirac stood firm 
and pleaded for time. 

But to judge from 
Monday's editorials, he 
failed to impress. 

“Chirac changes nothing,” 
was the headline of die 
biggest-selling national 
tabloid Le Parisien. 

“For all its qualities, this 
presidential communication 
exercise, devoid of new 
content, failed to lift the fog 


obscuring the citizens’ 
future,” die paper said in an 
editorial. 

“Jacques Chirac did noth- . 
ing more than repeat his 
speech of last Oct. 26 call- 
ing for austerity and belt- 
tightening.” 

In what was seen as a 
turning point of his presi- 
dency after initial attempts 
at reflation to combat unem- 
ployment. Mr. Chirac 
declared last October that 
bringing down the public 
sector deficit so thai France 
could qualify to join a sin- 
gle European currency in 
1999 was his top priority. 

The conservative, pro- 
govemmenr Le Figaro said 
Mr. Chirac had succeeded 
in the role of “great explain- 
er.” clarifying the causes of 
France’s ills and making 
clear he was calm, deter- 
mined and would not be 
blown off course. 

The left-of-centre daily 
Liberation called his perfor- 
mance anaemic, saying that 
despite the build-up by 
presidential spin-doctors, he 


“had produced no rabbit out 
of his hat.” 

“What an amazing 
method: Saying (as Mr. 
Chirac said') that “France 
has let itself go” means you 
can blame everyone — 
except those in govern- 
ment,” Liberation said. 

The financial daily La 
Tribune said Mr. Chirac had 
analysed the national mood 
of gloom and scepticism 
accurately but failed to pro- 
vide the necessary shock 
therapy. 

“The economy won’t start 
up again without a psycho- 
logical and political electric 
shock. Close friends of 
Jacques Chirac are pressing 
him strongly to change his 
prime minister to get the 
country off on the right foot 
after the summer break,” 
the paper said. 

While noting that Mr. 
Chirac had refused Sunday 
to drop Mr. Juppe, it sug- 
gested that “reason and vox 
populT might soon get the 
better of his loyalty to the 
prime minister. 


Residents left shaken by French Alpine earthquake 


ANNECY, France (AFP) — An earth- 
quake measuring 5.2 on the Richter 
Scale left residents shaken after strik- 
ing the Alpine region of southeastern 
France overnight, but caused only one 
slight injury. 

The prefecture said tremors from the 
quake could be felt about 1 00 kilome- 
tres away, in the French cities of Lyon 
and Grenoble as well as in Switzerland 
around Geneva- 

It shook mountain residenu awake in 
the Haute Savoie at 2:13 a.m. (0013 
GMT), when it struck between the 


towns of Cruseilles and La Roche-Sur- 
Foron, 30 kilometres northeast of 
Annecy. 

An undetectable aftershock came 15 
minutes later, followed by a mild tre- 
mor at 8:00 a.m. (0600 GMT), the 
Strasbourg Observatory said. 

On the Richter Scale, which mea- 
sures the magnitude of energy a quake 
rives off, 5.2 is considered fairly 
strong but not violent. 

Japan’s Kobe earthquake on Jan. 17. 
1995 measured 7.2 on the Richter 
Scale and killed about 5,500 people. 


Flying glass superficially injured 
one Haute Savoie resident. But resi- 
dents were terrified when the earth- 
quake broke windows and chimneys, 
cracked walls, destroyed roofs and 
cars and cut off electrical power. 

In Annecy witnesses said a loud 
rumbling lasted around 30 seconds. 

Townspeople filled the streets in the 
hours before dawn and flooded rescue 
workers with hundreds of phone calls. 
At midday phone tines were jammed 
with anxious calls from friends and 
family, France Telecom said. 
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Thousands of Catholics salute 
N. Ireland unrest victim 


LONDONDERRY, Nor- 
thern Ireland (R) — Thou- 
sands of Catholics turned 
out Monday when Dermot 
McShane, the first person 
killed in unrest sweeping 
Northern Ireland, was bu- 
ried alongside dozens of 
other victims of the 27-year 
conflict. 

“Scarcely in the 21 years 
that I have been here have I 
found people so depressed 
and saddened, almost to the 
point of despair,” parish 
priest Con McLaughlin told 
hundreds packing Long 
Tower Church overlooking 
the Republican Bogside 
area. 

McShane, a convicted 
bomber of the Irish National 
Liberation Army (INLA), 
died Saturday after being 
struck the night before by 
an army vehicle confronting 
a mob of petrol bomb- 
throwing youths rioting in 
the province’s second city. 

His coffin was draped in 
the green, white and orange 
tricolour flag of the Irish 
Republic with which 
McShane wanted Northern 
Ireland reunited, like many 
Roman Catholics in Lon- 
donderry, the birthplace of 
militant Irish nationalism. 

He was not given an 
armed salute by men in 
masks and berets, the tradi- 
tional sendoff the Irish Re- 
publican Army (IRA) and 
its sister organisations give 
their dead. McShane’s fam- 
ily said they did not want it 
Police watched from a 
discreet distance as 
McShane’s cortege, fol- 
lowed by thousands of 
mourners, made its way to 
the city cemetery which 
contains the graves of dead 
IRA activists. 

It is also the burial ground 
of 13 people killed on Jan. 
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UJJAIN, India (R) — Sixty 
Hindu worshippers were 
crushed or suffocated to 
death and scores were in- 
jured in dawn stampedes in 
India Monday as they gath- 
ered to celebrate a New 
Moon Festival. 

Officials said thirty-nine 
people, including five chil- 
dren. were killed and do- 
zens injured in the town of 
Ujjain in central Madhya 
Pradesh state when a 
crowd of worshippers sur- 
ged down a narrow stair- 
case inside a temple com- 
plex. 

At least 21 more were 
killed and 40 seriously in- 
jured when devotees 
rushed to bathe in the Gan- 
ges River in the northern 
town of Haridwar, the Uni- 
ted News of India (UNI) 
said. 

Eighteen of the dead 
were women. 

Both incidents occurred 
as worshippers gathered 
for the Hindu New Moon 
Festival. 

Officials said dozens of 
the roughly 200,000 devo- 
tees in Ujjain were tram- 
pled underfoot as they 
raced down marble steps to 
a temple at least 32 feet (10 
metres) below ground 
level. 

“The whole tragedy took 
place in the space of a few 
moments. Initially a few 
people fell, then others fol- 
lowed. The new marble 
stairs were slippery,” said 
Raman Trivendi, one of the 
temple priests. 

“The toll is likely to go 
up,” said G-B. Bajpai, a 
senior hospital officer in 
Ujjain, which is 500 kilo- 
metres south of New Delhi. 
“Most of the victims died 
from suffocation.” 

He said seven of the 35 
injured were in serious 
condition. 

Eyewitnesses said thou- 
sands of devotees, mostly 
fanners, had gathered 
Sunday night to ensure 
early entry into the temple. 

"Its tragic, most of them 
had come to thank God for 
the rains,” an eyewitness at 
the hospital quoted Com- 
missioner of Ujjain P.S. 
Tomar as saying. 


30. 1972, by British army 
troops in what became 
known as bloody Sunday 
and which became a rally- 
ing point for Catholics 
against British rule of the 
province. 

McShane served 4-1/2 
years in the 1980s for 
bombing and membership 
of the breakaway INLA but 
was not an active member 
when he was knocked down 
in rioting which has pushed 
the province to the brink of 
a return to wholesale vio- 
lence. 

“Practically every family 
in this parish has suffered in 
some way during these trou- 
bles,” the priest said. 

"The hope had been that 
just maybe the nightmare 
was over and that all, espe- 
cially the young, could look 
forward to a brighter future. 
The events of the last days 
have caused us all to relive 
the nightmare of past 
years,” be said. 

After days of ferocious 
rioting in Belfast, London- 
derry and other towns, an 
uneasy calm descended on 
the strife-tom province 
Monday, which is a public 
holiday. 

“That was the quietest 
night we’ve had in the last 
seven days,” a police 
spokesman said at the start 
of a critical week for the 
province. “There were iso- 
lated incidents, but not the 
same number or the same 
type as in the past days.” 

Martin McGuinness. ne- 
gotiator for die IRA’s politi- 
cal wing, Sinn Fein, said he 
hoped the situation would 
calm to allow time for 
reflection od what he called 
“British mismanagement of 
the peace process.” 

A bomb at a hotel in 
Enniskillen Sunday which 


injured 17 people blew 
holes in Anglo-Irish at- 
tempts to reconcile pro-Bri- 
tish Protestants and pro- 
Irish Catholics, and raised 
the prospect of retaliation 
by Protestant “loyalist” 
guerrillas. 

David Ervine of the 
Progressive Unionist Party, 
which is close to one loyal- 
ist group, said that police 
suspicion that the hotel blast 
was the work of the break- 
away Republican Sinn Fein 
and not the IRA lessened 
the chance of retaliation. 

“And indeed thank good- 
ness because the presump- 
tion by all was that the pro- 
visional IRA was responsi- 
ble for the bomb in 
Enniskillen. The fact that 
they are distancing them- 
selves from that bomb gives 
a little time and space to 
loyalists.” he said. 

Meanwhile British anti- 
terrorist police discovered a 
London bomb factory Mon- 
day and arrested several 
men in what was believed to 
be a severe blow against 
Irish nationalist guerrillas. 

Residents in a South Lon- 
don street cordoned off by 
police overnight reported 
hearing gunfire during the 
swoop, which followed the 
revival of an IRA bombing 
campaign in Britain and 
Germany. 

“I heard gunshots, proba- 
bly about seven of them, at 
around 2:30 last night I 
waited until I heard the po- 
lice arrive and then I went 
to have a look,” airline wor- 
ker Hilary Williams told 
reporters. 

“I could see someone 
lying on the pavement and 
police attending to diem. 
The police were here all 
night” 

Police declined to specify 


how many men were arrest- 
ed in raids in South London 
but said they had recovered 
a “large quantity" of bomb- 
making material. 

The arrested men were 
being held under the Pre- 
vention of Terrorism Act, 
normally used to counter 
guerrilla activities linked to 
the Northern Ireland con- 
flict. 

It was the second large 
find of bomb-making mate- 
rial in London since the 
Irish Republican Army en- 
ded a 17-month ceasefire in 
February in protest against 
what it saw as British in- 
transigence in the Northern 
Ireland peace procsss. 

In February police discov- 
ered large amounts of Se- 
mtex explosives and other 
bomb-making material at 
the London home of an IRA 
guerrilla after he killed him- 
self with his own device on 
a London bus. 

The IRA have planted 
seven bombs in Britain 
since February including a 
truck bomb which blew up a 
shopping centre in die 
northern city of Manchester 
last month, injuring about 
200 people. 

Police hunting die Man- 
chester bombers said Mon- 
day they believed they had 
found the getaway car used 
in the attack. 

Two weeks ago IRA guer- 
rillas targeted British ser- 
vicemen abroad for the first 
time in six years, firing 
three mortars at an army 
base in Osnabrueck, Ger- 
many. There were no in- 
juries but several buildings 
were badly damaged. 

Monday’s arrests fol- 
lowed a joint campaign by 
police and the MI5 security 
service. 



Chechen villagers inspect a Russian BMP light tank destroyed in a fierce battle last 
week between troops and separatist rebels in the town of Gekhi. The fallen helmets 
in the foreground testify to the bitter house-to-house struggle which was accompa- 
nied by an aeriel bombardment of Gekhi (Reuter photo) 

Chechen rebels kill 4 Russian troops; 
OSCE seeks to revive peace process 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Che- 
chen separatist guerrillas 
killed four Russian troops 
and wounded 31 in over- 
night attacks, Interfax News 
Agency quoted the federal 
command as saying, -i in- 
ternational mediators tried 
to revive moribund peace 
talks. 

Nine Russian Interior Mi- 
nistry troops were also 
lightly wounded in the Che- 
chen capital Grozny Mon- 
day when their armoured 
personnel earner came un- 
der fire from machine guns 
and grenade launchers, 
Russian officials told Inter- 
fax. 

At the weekend Tim 
Guldimann, head of the 
Grozny mission of the Or- 
ganisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), held talks in Mos- 
cow with Russian govern- 
ment officials in a bid to 
revive the peace process, 
which was shattered by a 
major Russian offensive 
launched last Tuesday. 

Interfax said Mr. Guldi- 
marw, who mediated in 
peace talks held in Moscow 
and the Ingush capital Naz- 
ran in May and June, met 
Sergei Stepashin and Vla- 
dimir Zorin — both senior 
members of the Russian 
negotiating team. 

No new date was set for 
further peace talks. 

The two sides signed a 
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A 93-year-old Chechen woman who survived the fierce 
four-day battle between Russian troops and separatist 
rebels is helped through the ruins of the town of Gekhi 
by Chechen police commandos loyal to Moscow (Reuter 
photo) 


peace accord on June 10 
providing for a Russian 
troop withdrawal from die 
north Caucasus republic, 
demilitarisation and local 
elections in which the re- 
bels would participate. 

But Russian troops, 
backed by warplanes and 
heavy artillery, launched a 
major offensive against pro- 
rebel villages in southern 
Chechenya last week, no- 
tably Mekhketi and Gekhi. 

Chechen rebel spokesman 
Movladi Udugov said 400 


civilians and 25 Chechen 
fighters were killed in the 
Russian offensive, which 
shattered a fragile six- 
week-old ceasefire. 

However, there was no in- 
dependent confirmation of 
the casualty toll.- 

The 19-month war in 
Chechenya, triggered by a 
massive Russian military 
intervention in December 
1994 aimed at crushing a 
three-year Chechen inde- 
pendence drive, has killed 
an estimated 40,000 people, 
mostly civilians. 
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Representatives — not guardians 

THE GOVERNMENT did right by distanc- 
ing itself f rom the informal meeting of 
Parliament yesterday which was devoted to 
discussing the tabloids’ coverage of issues 
pertaining to national unity and public 
decency. 

The four-hour meeting, according to Low- 
er House of Parliament Speaker Sa’d Hayei 
Srour, resolved that the House “should 
make its position clear as regards the pro- 
tection of national unity.” Mr. Srour added 
that the deputies had agreed on the necessi- 
ty of enforcing the law or enacting new laws 
that would ensure “no offence is made to 
our... Arab and Muslim ethics and our cus- 
toms.” 

What seems to have angered our hon- 
ourable deputies was a number of articles 
that appeared in the weeklies discussing the 

§ resent and future relations between Jor- 
anians and Jordanians of Palestinian ori- 
gin. In addition, the deputies, as do some 
citizens, are agitated by the tabloids’ dis- 
play of half-naked women photos and their 
graphic description of crime and passion 
stones. 

It is, of coarse, normal in any conservative 
society to expect such a reaction to the way 
the tabloids conduct journalism. Even in 
more liberal societies uke the U.S., Britain 
or Germany, the tabloids have come under 
increasing pressure. Yet in Jordan, unlike in 
the West, the tabloid press has been refrain- 
ing, due to multiple factors, from piling 
into people’s private lives. Like in the West, 
however, the tabloids have been attracting 
increasing numbers of readers because or 
their more daring coverage of political and 
social issues. When compared to the main- 
stream media, the weekly tabloids have 
been more aggressive and more critical In 
both their news coverage and their views. 
However, dne to lack of information and 
government secrecy, the tabloids credibility 
has always been in doubt. 

In accordance with the Constitution, free- 
dom of expression and of the press are guar- 
anteed “within the limits of the law. And 
the law is the domain of the judiciary to 
enforce. While Parliament like any other 
body has the right to pronounce itself on all 
matters pertaining to Jordan and Jord-ani- 
ans, we think its campaign on the tabloid 
press will ultimately lead to suppression of 
freedom of expression. Whether people wa- 
nt, or do not want, to read what tne tabloids 
print should be left to people themselves to 
decide. Deputies are rightly their represen- 
tatives but they are not their guardians. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


COMMENTING ON a hunger strike of detainees in the 
centra] Nablus prison on the West. Bank, Yasser 
Zaatreh, a writer for A1 Dustour, said that the 
detainees’ protest is justified since they have been held 
without trial for four months. The writer alleged that 
the detainees have been subjected to various forms of 
torture with the sole purpose of pleasing the new Israeli 
government and against the interest of the Palestinian 
nation. The writer accused the Palestine National 
Authority of conducting systematic repressive acts and 
torture against the opposition groups, including the 
Islamists, prompting the detainees to stage a hunger 
strike and the Palestinian people to stage demonstra- 
tions to back the detainees' stand. He said the situation 
in the self-rule areas has deteriorated to such a degree 
that the Palestinians started wishing the Israeli rule 
were reinstituted, to replace the Palestine authority. The 
writer urged the members of the Palestine legislative 
council, intellectuals, writers and peace activists to 
undertake immediate and urgent steps to put an end to 
the deteriorating situation and stop the Palestine author- 
ity from further repressing the oppressed people of 
Palestine who had suffered for many years under Israeli 
occupation. He warned that the masses can never forget 
or forgive their tormentors and would never cease to 
back those who seek genuine freedom for the 
Palestinian people. 

SULTAN AL Hattab, a writer for Al Ra’i, backed the 
demands of the Jordanian doctors employed in govern- 
ment hospitals and health centres for better pay and bet- 
ter work conditions and said they deserve to be treated 
like their colleagues in the private sector so that they 
can remain dedicated to their service of their nation. In 
order to improve health services, the country must 
make sure that its doctors pursue plans for raising their 
standards and their qualifications through scholarships, 
refresher courses and seminars, said the writer. Doctors 
employed by the Ministry of Health are deprived of 
these incentives and. more importantly, they are banned 
from opening private clinics after working hours at the 
hospitals to ensure additional income for their families. 
In contrast, the doctors of the private hospitals and 
those employed by the Royal medical services are con- 
stantly improving their positions financially and pro- 
fessionally, he noted. The writer said that for six years, 
successive governments in Jordan have been discussing 
ways of improving the doctors’ positions, but no prac- 
tical step has been taken to date to enable them to 
achieve that goal. What the country needs, he added, is 
a very efficient public health service which will be an 
advantage not only to the doctors themselves but also to 
the country as a whole. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Netanyahu’s dazzling theology, 
ideology and political hucksterism 


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s speeches 
during his visit to the United States, especially his remarks 
to the joint session of the U.S. Congress, have clarified 
much about this complex, politically powerful man. We 
may not like what we hear, but this is irrelevant in the com- 
ing several years, given his victory among Jewish Israelis, 
his strong support in the U.S. Congress, and the obvious 
willingness of the American leadership to adjust the U.S. 
policy vis-h-vis Palestinian and other Arab rights in the 
negotiations with Israel to suit his Likudnik inclinations. 

We need to understand what this man represents and how 
to deal with him. if we are to avoid renewed all-out Arab- 
Israeli war and to achieve the blessed promise of justice, 
peace and progress for all the Semites of this region, and 
not only for the Jewish Semites amongst us. 

We are starting to hear more coherent and thematic 
expressions of the important ideologies, theologies and 
pragmatic political hucksterism that he represents. To me, 
the striking aspect of his behaviour since his election is 
that he has placed much more emphasis on dorm: Stic 
Israeli economic and social issues than on Arab-Israeli 
peace matters. Making peace with the Arabs is an attrac- 
tive possibility for him, but neither an urgent nor a com- 
pelling priority. Far more important to his electoral for- 
tunes — and this is tbe most, perhaps the only, meaningful 
measure of virtue in his world — is his ability to restruc- 
ture the Israeli economy so that Israelis feel at once pros- 
perous, strong, self-reliant and, therefore, increasingly 
immune to external political pressures. He speaks of 
domestic Israeli reforms with excitement, innovation, for- 
titude. but be speaks of Arab-Israeli peace in the vocabu- 
lary of stalemate and discord, not expecting much, not 
offering much. 

This focus on promoting an economically stronger, more 
self-reliant Israel probably represents tbe essential core of 
his ideology and political theology. We have to study in 
depth Mr Netanyahu's domestic message, along with his 
repositioning of the Jewish people vis-k-vts the United 
States and Western civilisation as a whole, in order to fully 
appreciate his attitude and policies towards the Arab and 
Islamic world all around him. While we dislike what we 
bear from him, we must continue listening in order to com- 
prehend this rather spectacular political leader. The totali- 
ty of his recent public pronouncements in Israel and the 
United States suggest that he is attempting something far 
more ambitious and audacious than merely responding to 
the security fears of Israeli bus commuters. Here are some 
excerpts from his speech to the U.S. Congress: 

“(The U.S. and Israeli people) share a total commitment 
to democracy, and infinite dedication to freedom We have 
a common vision of how societies should be governed, of 
how civilisation should be advanced.... (my emphasis) 

,r We admire America for its moral force. As Jews and as 
Israelis we are proud that this moral force is derived from 
tire Bible and tbe precepts of morality that the Jewish peo- 
ple have given tbe world 

hasrtcen our great fortune that, in the second half of 
this century, with the miraculous renewal of Jewish nation- 
hood, the United States became the preeminent power in 
the world... You stood by us time and time again, against 
the forces of tyranny and totalitarianism... 

“What we are feeing in the Middle East today is a broad 


front of terror throughout the area. Its common goal is to 
remove any Western, and primarily any American, pres- 
ence in the Middle East. It seeks to break our will, to shat- 
ter our resolve, to make us yield.... Neither Israel nor any 
other democracy, and certainly not the United States, must 
ever bend to tetrorism. 

“It’s time to demand a peace based on norms and stan- 
dards. It is time, I believe, for a code of conduct for build- 
ing a lasting Middle East peace.. .based on the three pillars 
of peace: security, reciprocity and democracy and human 
rights.... It is time for the states of the Middle East to put 
the issue of human rights and democratisation on their 
agenda. Until this democratisation becomes a mainstay of 
the region, the proper course for the democratic world, led 
by the United States, is to strengthen the only democracy 
in the Middle East (Israel). 

“If this (Iranian) regime or its despotic neighbour Iraq 
were to acquire nuclear weapons, this could presage cata- 
strophic consequences, not only for my country, and not 
only for tbe Middle East, but for all humankind.. I believe 
the international community must reinvigorate its efforts 
to isolate these regimes. 

“ We must uphold the market economy as the imperative 
of tbe future. It’s a crucial prerequisite for tbe building of 
tbe promised land. 

“In the coming years, we intend to strengthen the Jewish 
people in its land. We shall insist on the right of Jews to 
live anywhere in the land, just as we-insist on this right for 
Jews in any other place in the world. We will build an 
Israel of self-reliance.” 

While Netanyahu has said nothing new about his negoti- 
ating posture with the Arabs, be has sketched out an extra- 
ordinary new landscape of messianic political theology 
that attempts in one fell swoop to achieve several enor- 
mous goals: 

1. He repositions the state of Israel today in tbe commu- 
nity of nations by reinvigorating and slightly inflating tbe 
role of the Jewish people in the history of human civilisa- 
tion. Israel is not merely an impressive modern state, he 
implies; it is also the fountainhead of biblical morality that 
tbe Jewish people gave to the world and that has inspired 
an infinite dedication to freedom and democracy today. 

2. He rekindles and repackages tbe traditional (and very 
real) Jewish sense of vulnerability to persecution by oth- 
ers; he reminds Americans that they foiled the Jews during 
the Holocaust, and thus should remain vigilant never to do 
so again. He hails the strength of Israel and the Jewish peo- 
ple, and basks in the new vision of power and self-reliance 
as the attributes that have replaced Jewish vulnerability 
and suffering. He will make Israel grow stronger and big- 
ger, regardless of others in the region who may lose in the 
process. 

3. Netanyahu moves from history to the present, and 
redefines Israel vis-^-vis the West and the United States, 
bringing up to date tbe modern Zionist penchant to pack- 
age itself in terms that are marketable in the West and the 
United States in particular. He says Israel shows the way 
for democracy and tinman rights in tbe Middle East, it 
rings alarm bells about Arab-Islamic despotism and access 
to weapons of mass destruction that threaten the entire 
world, and it works to establish new, civilised norms and 
standards for those Middle Easterners who seek peace. 


Having previously denominated itself in the marketplace 
of Western nationhood on the consecutive bases of fight- 
ing the spread of communism, protecting Western access 
to Mideast oil and countering Islamic fundamentalism, 
Benyamin Netanyahu's Israel now sells itself simultane- 
ously as the promoter of Mideast democracy and human 
rightsand’ the bulwark against Mideastern nuclear terror. 

In so doing, sadly, he also tacitly redefines Israel's 
apartheid-like, racist-like attitude to Arabs and Muslims, 
using the very h la mode imagery and language of \y 
telegenic modernity. 

4. The Netanyahu phenomenon has started to redefine 
tbe most fundamental criteria of progress towards peace 
and justice in tbe Middle East. We are now expected, for 
example, to be pleased that Israelis and Syrians or Israelis 
and Palestinians are merely meeting; for to meet, and not 
necessarily to achieve progress, is now a major achieve- 
ment This is what the new rule book and scorecard will 
look like. We in the Arab World find them very perplexing, 
inappropriate and unfair; but this does not seem to make 
much difference, according to the new rules and criteria, 
and the new norms and standards. 

5. Finally, Mr Netanyahu throws in the promise of tbe 
free market; this aims not only to promote prosperity for 
Israelis, but also “to build tbe promised land” — in other 
words, to complete the job that Moses started, using mod- 
ern values jointly developed in the United States and 
Israel, the world’s oldest and strongest wellsprings of 
democratic values, freedom and market-based prosperity. 

It is a dazzling, almost dizzying performance, epic in its 
historical sweep, impressive in its multi-sectoral synthesis 
of religion, human dignity and modern political history, 
and as profound in its intentions as it is vulgar in its mer- 
cantile political transparency. The theology, morality and 
hucksterism blend awkwardly. Yet, Mr Netanyahu’s per- 
formance on his new world stage represents something 
very important: a long overdue attempt to modernise 
Zionist ideology, pull it out of its colonialism-based 1 9th 
century European roots, and reposition Israel globally in 
terms of the three most powerful forces that define the 
world today: the entertainment values of American politi- 
cians and mass media, the market expansion and penetra- 
tion imperatives of U.S.-led democratic capitalism, and the 
predominantly white and Christian Western world’s fears 
of being overwhelmed by the political anger, personal des- 
peration and national economic insolvency of the predom- 
inantly non-Christian, non-white states of the developing 
South. 

The phenomenon of Benyamin Netanyahu is about this 
and more. It is about a Jewisb-based worldview that has 
been largely successful in the past century because it has 
always viewed the security of Jews and the well-being of 
Israel within a very wide global context — one that recog- 
nises, exploits and builds on tbe depth of the historical, 
emotional, guilt, and mcrraljel^pnships between Judaism, 
Western Christianity and tb ^ mo dern political history of 
the North Atlantic-Eoro-Med^manean world. It remains 
to be seen if Benyamin Netanyahu's vision is a private 
dream or is shared by a majority of Israelis and Israel’s 
supporters around the world. He challenges us, and his 
own people, in a way that any of us have not been chal- 
lenged in a very long time. 
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Israel’s peace — dictated from the victor’s position 


By G.BL Jansen 

MORE SIGNIFICANT 
than the several controver- 
sial decisions announced 
by Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu in 
his address to a joint ses- 
sion of tbe American 
Congress was tbe new 
mood on tbe Middle 
Eastern political scene, 
created by his words. 

It is never easy to pin 
down a political mood 
which is bound to be 
nuanced, but in the case of 
the Israeli prime minister it 
was, quite openly, 
supremely confident and 
triumphalist 

And why should it not be 
so? Because in the last few 
months — thanks to the 
cooperation and capitula- 
tion proffered by Yasser 
Arafat and his Palestinian” 
Authority — Israel is now 
incontestably the major 
power in the region. 

So it was Netanyahu, 
speaking for Israel, who 
laid down the necessary 
qualities of the peace 
between Arabs and Israelis 
— security, reciprocity and 
democracy; “the three pil- 
lars of peace”, as he called 
them. And when miking of 
the importance of democ- 
racy Netanyahu stressed, 
in patronising tones, the 
feet that Israel was the only 
democracy in tbe area. 
This, be said, meant the 
essential quotient of 
democracy in the peace 
settlement would be 
achieved after many years, 
but that Israel could wait 
for that to happen and 
peace would have to wait 
until that goal was 
achieved. 

While outlining his three 
pillars of peace, Netanyahu 
skilfully concealed that 
they were three conditions, 
essential preconditions, 
without which Israel 
would not make peace with 
the Arabs. Thus, his end- 
less repetition of the 


mantra “peace... peace” 
was a snare and a delusion 
because it was part of a 
political bargain, which 
cannot come off. 

Israel has achieved its 
major goals and, as a satis- 
fied state, it could afford to 
lean back and wait for tbe 
others to catch up. “Self- 
satisfaction” was perhaps 
tbe key to the new mood 
evoked by the premier. 
Helped on by several 
bursts of sycophantic 
applause from a sub- 
servient Congress even 
when he was defying the 
American president who, 
being a good, loyal Zionist 


made to be observed). This 
was au dado us because the 
record shows that if and 
when it suited its purposes, 
Israel broke just about 
every pact it made; then he 
asserted that from now on 
Israel was going to be a 
“good boy” but only if the 
Palestinians made good on 
all their obligations, on tbe 
basis of “reciprocity”. This 
means he can indefinitely 
postpone and prevaricate 
about almost any con- 
tentious issue, particularly 
on the long overdue rede- 
ployment from Hebron — 
on which Israel has clearly 
taken a decision to act, but 


a 


Thus, his endless repetition of 
the mantra ‘peace... peace ’ was 
a snare and a delusion because 
it was part of a political bar- 
gain, which cannot come off. 
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has inevitably given in to 
the new Israeli approach to 
the peace process. 

Little wonder that 
Netanyahu laid It down “in 
good set terms" that 
Jerusalem was Israel’s and 
Israel’s alone and forever. 
Therefore Israel was not 
going to let itself be undu- 
ly exercised in mind on 
that issue; and these were 
fighting words, not words 
of peace like those uttered 
in London by South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela 

As evidence of Israel’s 
newly confident mood, 
Netanyahu had the assur- 
ance and audacity to quote 
the Latin tag “pacta sunt 
servandurrT (pacts are 


only after some time. And 
Netanyahu has made it 
clear the deployment will 
depend on Israel’s “securi- 
ty” interests and will nor be 
in accordance with agree- 
ments signed with the pre- 
vious Labour government. 
A sop for which the 
Palestinians should be duly 
grateful because beggars 
cannot be choosers. 

By stressing “security” 
— for Israel and the 
Israelis of course — 
Netanyahu was in effect 
telling the Palestinians that 
they have to stop fighting 
against the Israeli occupa- 
tion of the Palestinian 
homeland. A bitter pill for 
them to swallow. A pill the 
Palestinian Authority 


under Arafat was, in fact, 
swallowing. For which 
Netanyahu could gener- 
ously compliment them 
while urging them to do 
better. This is real self-sat- 
isfaction. 

The most gripping — 
because it was the most 
menacing pan of his 
speech — warmly 
applauded by tbe unknow- 
ing Congressmen — was 
an invitation from Israel to 
the U.S. to join with the 
Jewish state in a preemp- 
tive strike on the nuclear 
facilities which Iran and 
Iraq may or may not have. 
And he tried to make the 
Americans’ blood run cold 
by stressing the urgency, 
the desperate urgency, to 
strike at these targets and 
thus save not just Israel or 
the U.S. but the whole 
world from a horrible fete. 
This was pan of an ongo- 
ing campaign to demonise 
Iran and Iraq, begun much 
earlier, which was readily 
picked up by Washington, 
despite a wary hesitation in 
Europe. 

So confident was 
Netanyahu that at one 
point he even gave the 
Arabs a short lecture on 
what were the essential 
elements of democracy. 

And many a time and oft 
and on behalf of peace-lov- 
ing Israel Netanyahu 
rhetorically “stretched out 
his hand in friendship to all 
who would take it” — 
except, of course, Yasser 
Arafat. Some media men 
disobligingly reminded 
him of this exception. 

Led astray by the ful- 
some flattering warmth of 
his docile audience 
Netanyahu permitted him- 
self illogical flourishes 
which fell flat when con- 
sidered logically. As when 
he proclaimed that Israel 
“had no quarrel with 
Islam” while insisting on 
continuing Jewish control 
of the' Islamic holy sites in 
Jerusalem. 


One lasting effect of 
Netanyahu's words would 
be on Arab-American rela- 
tions, for the twelve stand- 
ing ovations of 
Congressmen has aroused 
Arab anger, disgust and 
contempt — ail achieve- 
ments for the Israeli propa- 
gandists at tbe Institute for 
Advanced Strategic and 
Political Studies, an Israeli 
think tank in Jerusalem, 
which produced sugges- 
tions for the speech of 
Netanyahu. 


So, all in all, the 
Netanyahu address said to 
the Palestinians and to tbe 
world that for the next four 
years at least the Jewish 
state was going to behave 
like a victorious ruling 
state, and that the Arabs 
would have to accept it, 
willy-nilly, and the sooner 
tbe better. And the U.S. 
Congress. through its 
applause, approved of and 
accepted such a dispensa- 
tion . 


LETTERS 




Standing ovations 

To the Editor 

THE AMERICAN Congress is a formidable establish- 
ment in the U.S. It is a body that represents the 
American people and. among others, legislates for the 
U.S. in the name of democracy and human rights. 

In a joint meeting of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, presided over by Vice-President Al 
Gore, stood Benyamin Netanyahu, Israel’s prime min- 
ister, arrogantly telling the American Congress and the 
world that he will not relinquish occupied Arab teirito- 
ly and will keep Jerusalem as Israel’s “eternal capital,” 
in defiance of United Nations Security Council resolu- 
tions. In the process, he indulged in a lot of political jin- 
goism to manipulate tbe receptive ears of the American 
Congress to his twisted logic of “security” for Israel, 
and hoping that the Arabs will eventually succumb to 
his (misconception) of a touch stand. 

To Mr. Netanyahu’s defiance not only of logic but 
agreements signed with the Palestinians on the issue of 
land for peace, the American Congress and tbe 
American vice-president offered several standing ova- 
tions. 

The American Congress, that formidable body, 
looked so fickle and undignified! 


OmarAbbass, 

Amman. 


Tbe Jordan Tunes welcomes letters and contributions too} 
its readers on any subject they wish to tackle* Letters" 
intended for publication, however, should contain the 
wnfers full name and preferably address as well. Names 
can be withheld only upon request and under special 
circumstances. Letters are subject to editing. Thencwspap ■ 
er is not responsible for tbe return of unused numnsaipts. 
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Features 


United Germans — many steps forward, but many more needed 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan 
Times 

BERLIN — Seven years 
after the fall of the Berlin 
wall separating West and 
East Germany, Berlin is 
readying itself to become 
the capital of the reunified 
country in a bid to set an 
example for the rest of 
Germany by bringing east- 
erners and westerners 
together. But officials, 
analysts, observers and 
inhabitants of this city say 
that “real integration” has 
to go beyond ongoing 
architectural excavations 
as the challenges of merg- 
ing cannot be mapped out 
overnight 

As Berliners are com- 
plaining about the incon- 
venience caused by road 
diversions and noise pollu- 
tion resulting from hun- 
dreds of swinging cranes 
towering over the eastern 
pan of the city aimed at 
speedily erecting modern 
skyscrapers to replace 


graffiti-covered old build- 
ings that tell the story of 
over 40 years of commu- 
nism, inhabitants of this 
soon-to-be metropolis are 
complaining of more than 
mere iniiation from the 
heavy construction work; 
there are more unnerving 
phenomena involved in 
this “workshop of unity” 
that has been going on 
since the fall of the wall in 
1989. 

While Berlin is to 
become the home of the 
federal government of 
Germany by the year 
2000, Germans, both east- 
ern and western, have a lot 
at hand to deal with in 
order to make the ending 
of the partition a success- 
ful experience. The cold 
war, both sides say, has 
created a distance between 
them, and overcoming it 
will be a lengthy process. 

Both sides admit that the 
difficulties accompanying 
this process have been 
underestimated and that 
the move, which was polit- 


ically motivated, will 
require a Ipt of tolerance 
from the people who are 
just beginning to grasp the 
idea of becoming one after 
a long wait. 

The past territorial divi- 
sion of the city bred differ- 
ences that cannot be over- 
looked as the gap in politi- 
cal, economic, cultural and 
social values and systems 
widened over the years 
and, as such, the integra- 
tion process, despite earli- 
er predictions, will take a 
long tune to be realised. 

East Berliners' calling 
Burgerbrau beer “ours” 
and boxing champion 
Henry Maske, ‘‘our cham- 
pion,” and West Berliners* 
blaming the rising rate of 
unemployment on their 
new partners, are only few 
and benign examples of 
division. This, though, 
goes deeper and assumes 
various other dimensions 
which do not seem easy to 
overcome, not in a short- 
time, anyway. 


“The only time east and 
west Berliners reacted as 
one people was when Ger- 
many won the European 
football cup... it was the 
only time possessive 
adjectives like ours and 
theirs were left out of the 
celebration as all Germans 
acknowledged the victory 
as one for the whole of 
Germany and not a part of 
it,” says Peter Jakob, a 
press and information offi- 
cer at the Senate of Berlin, 
adding that while eastern 
and western Berliners 
speak a common language, 
they think in different 
terms arid, more often than 
not, are intolerant of each 
other’s differences. 

Westerners want the 
easterners to “reform” and 
adopt a western mentality 
overnight, while easterners 
are nostalgic for the famil- 
iar system they so desper- 
ately wanted to break 
away from and cannot 
automatically adopt new 
values that have turned 
their lives around without. 


so far, many rewards to be 
thankful for. 

“There is a gap between 
the two peoples; for west- 
erners the transformation 
is going too slow and east- 
erners are finding it very 
difficult to get used to the 
unorthodox ihought of 
having to take their fate in 
their own hands. They are 
scared . and, understand- 
ably so, somewhat resis- 
tant,” Mr. Jakob says. 

But not all west Berlin- 
ers share Mr. Jakob's sym- 
pathetic attitude as many 
feel that they are paying 
dearly for “reforming” the 
east in which billions of 
“western money. our 
money” is being pumped, 
as Dieter, a 26-year-old 
construction worker puts 
it. 

Even some Bonn offi- 
cials are not confident that 
Berlin (or Berliners) is 
ready for the political 
move which, they say, is 
not backed by “the 
required psychological 
transformation,” as one 



foreign ministry official 
who believes that the over- 
whelming sentiment 
among west Germans is 
that the “easterners want to 
eat the cake that they did 
not bake” believes. 

Meanwhile, some ana- 
lysts say that the reason 
Bonn officials are “not 
very comfortable with the 
idea is that they do not 
want to deal with the has- 
sle of complaints that go 
along with change... they 
ace too used to the cosy 
atmosphere in Bonn, that 
they are so familiar with, 
so it is not just that west- 
erners want easterners to 
change, they want them to 
do so without having to 
chip in and do some alter- 
ations themselves,” says 
one journalist 

“Their picture of West 
Germany was guided by 
the media; they watched 
and beard of an easy life 
and this is what they 
expected to find here after 
the decline of commu- 
nism. What they did not 
expect is that one has to 
work very hard in this 
open market economy to 
drive a Mercedes and lead 
a good life,” the official 
says. 

With a 15 per cent unem- 
ployment rate in Berlin, 
which was considered 
among the richest and 
most prestigious cities in 
both the east and the west, 
bitterness is growing 
among its inhabitants and 
demonstrations against 
unemployment and declin- 


ing living standards are 
becoming a norm in the 
city. 

Officials in the reunified 
city are not at ease with the 
situation at hand which 
they are describing as 
“dynamite”; however, they 
insist that with the “priori- 
ty in politics being given 
to adjusting the living 
standards to a uniform one 
for both sides, it will 
work,” and that, despite 
the resistance stemming 
from psychological barri- 
ers, once easterners get 
used to the idea of linking 
their economy to a free 
market one, the “fusion” 
will start to pay off. 

However, there is a 
growing realisation among 
officials that their expecta- 
tions of a “total integration 
in five years” was far too 
ambitious and that it 
would take at least 15 
years before the experi- 
ence can be labelled a true 
success. What Germany is 
going through now, they 
say, is “history in the mak- 
ing” and once people 
break the barriers and start 
working hand in hand 
towards the sought politi- 
cal and economic goal 
through focusing on the 
long-term benefits of 
reviving “the great and 
united Germany, both 
sides will look back at this 
one day and laugh,” says 
the official. 

Berliners admit that the 
barriers are there and that 
it is taking them longer 
than they had anticipated 


before they actually make 
big strides towards 
“fusion ” which is not only 
an economic issue but 
also, and more important- 
ly, a cultural issue, espe- 
cially with the feeling that 
each side is there to erase 
the culture of the other. 

“You see theatres, art 
galleries and opera houses 
on each side competing to 
destroy one another, each 
claiming that they are 
superior in the field of art 
A theatre company in the 
east will not take on a 
western actor and the 
opposite is true,” says 
Christine, a 30-year-old 
West Berlin actress. 

“What none of them 
realises is that it should not 
be a competition of termi- 
nating one culture on the 
expense of the other, but 
rather a fusion between the 
two, which will actually 
make Germany richer, 
more interesting, and more 
alive. Only when this is 
achieved can the bitterness 
end,” she adds. 

But despite the obsta- 
cles, observers believe that 
the easterners will not opt 
for a return to communism 
and that die process of uni- 
fication is irreversible. 
What is needed, they say, 
is more understanding and 
more tolerance. 

“Despite this friction and 
the identity crisis the east 
is going through, most 
easterners do not want to 
go back to communism, 
but, like they always say, it 
takes two to tango and 
cooperation h* ore:?* • 



The Berlin of tomorrow: ideas for the heart of a metropolis 


Checkpoint Charlie, a hallmark of the Berlin wall, one of the divided city's most 
notorious blackspots (file photos) 


Deserted enclave forgotten in peace as in war 


By Kurt Schork 
Reuter 

ZEPA, Bosnia — Forgotten 
in peace as it was in war, 
the historic Muslim village 
of Zepa stands ruined, its 
mosque dynamited and its 
streets deserted except for a 
few stray dogs which skulk 
away ai the sight of a 
h uman . 

Only weeks after the 
Bosnian Serb army cap- 
tured Srebrenica in eastern 
Bosnia in July 1995 and 
slaughtered thousands who 
surrendered, long-suffering 
Zepa — which had been 
besieged since 1992 — 
came under determined 
Serb attack. 

Nestled in a narrow valley 
at the foot of a winding 
mountain track, the village 
and its environs beld 
between 7,000 and 10.000 


(Continued from page 1) 
salary increases for govern- 
ment employees and army 
members. He said Jordanians 
that are not included under 
these two categories will be 
provided with coupons that 
can be exchanged for cash at 
local banks. So far. the gov- 
ernment repeated assurances 
and justifications for raising 
bread prices have apparently 
failed to defuse the widespr- 
ead opposition for the move. 

On Monday. Islamic Action 
Front deputies called for an 
“urgent meeting “ of the 
Lower House of Parliament to 
discuss the issue. 


inhabitants, many of them 
refugees from Srebrenica or 
other parts of eastern 
Bosnia overrun by Serb 
forces. 

Bosnian Serb General 
Ratko Mladic, fresh from 
his victory at Srebrenica, 
roamed the high ground 
above Zepa and took per- 
sonal charge of the shelling 
and surrender of the town. 

Pacing bis command post 
at the top of the valley, 
impatient with the pace of 
negotiations, Gen. Mladic 
would sometimes address 
the residents over loud- 
speakers strung in the for- 
est. 

“It was probably the most 
bizarre thing I've ever heard 
or seen," recalled Ed 
Joseph, who was a U.N. 
civil affairs officer on the 
scene for 10 days during the 
fall of Zepa. 


“We were surprised by the 
statements of prime minister 
on Thursday in which he total- 
ly ignored the opinions of die 
deputies who earlier expressed 
to 'Mr. Kabariti their opposi- 
tion to his plan.” said a state- 
ment addressed to Parliament 
speaker and faxed to the Jor- 
dan Tunes. “Therefore, we 
would call for an urgent meet- 
ing to discuss the issue," the 
statement saiil 
Opposition parties and vari- 
ous public interest groups are 
also expected to meet on 
Tuesday to discuss " mea- 
sures” to fight the government 
plan. 


“He would use the speak- 
ers to tell the people to sur- 
render and shout ‘This is 
Ratko Mladic’. The sound 
would reverberate up and 
down the valley. Then he 
would turn and say to us; 
‘They're not giving up. I'm 
going to stan shelling 
again’” 

The international commu- 
nity was still numb from the 
Serb capture of Srebrenica, 
which had been a U.N.-des- 
ignated “safe area”, as was 
Zepa. 

Despite the obvious risk 
to civilians in Zepa neither 
the office of the U.N High 
Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR.) nor the 
International Red Cross 
(ICRC) would agree to par- 
ticipate in their evacuation 
for fear of abetting “ethnic 
cleansing”. 

Thai left Ed Joseph and 


one other U.N. civil affairs 
officer to monitor the exo- 
dus of terrified Muslim 
women and children. 

“The UNHCR and ICRC 
told us these evacuations 
were supposed to be han- 
dled so the refugees could 
leave with safety, security 
and dignity,” Mr. Joseph 
said. 

“Some went on buses, but 
others had to ride in cattle 
trucks. I remember the first 
day was swelteringly hot. 
There was very little digni- 
ty to the process...The men 
had to run for their lives.” 

Unlike Srebrenica, where 
according to human rights 
experts thousands of Mus- 
lim men who surrendered 
were summarily executed 
by Serb troops, the men of 
Zepa simply melted into the 
forest and escaped. 

Some made it across the 


Drina River and crossed 
into neighbouring Serbia 
where they were interned 
and eventually released. 
Others trekked overland 
south to Gorazde, another 
Muslim enclave, where 
they spent the rest of the 
war. 

Mr. Joseph, now back in 
Bosnia os a captain in the 
U.S. Army reserves, recent- 
ly returned to Zepa for the 
first time since the evacua- 
tion and was obviously dis- 
traught by what he found 

“The Serbs had burned 
some houses and rhe old 
Turkish fort but the mosque 
was still standing when I 
left It was exceptional, 
really lovely. Now there’s 
nothing but rubble," he 
said, gazing over the debris. 

Standing in the small, 
sloping square near the 
destroyed mosque where 


the women and children 
were loaded onto buses and 
trucks for evacuation, Mr. 
Joseph still seemed stricken 
by the events he witnessed 
last summer. 

“It was very emotionally 
draining. It was the instant 
death of a village. That was 
the amazing thing, how 
quickly it was all swept 
away...It was very scary 
when you saw how quickly 
it was all gone,” he said. 

Below die village proper 
a stone bridge from 
Ottoman times, made 
famous in a story by Ivo 
Andric, still spans a stream 
gushing steeply downhill to 
the Drina. 

Water wheels spin with- 
out purpose in empty mills 
along the waterway and the 
few doors still hanging 
creak in the wind. 

Several abandoned U.N. 


But travellers, arriving in 
Egypt last week reported 
that at least five people 
were killed in the coastal 
town of Benghazi when 
police clashed with Muslim 
militants. 

They said Col. Qadhafi, 
54, had ordered police to 
shoot on sight the Islamist 
groups opposed to his rule 
and police burned down 
shops of the suspected mil- 
itants. 

A few days earlier the 
Libyan opposition in exile 
said at least 12 people, 
including a key politician, 
were killed in another 
clash. 


peacekeeping positions, 
their sandbagged perime- 
ters crumbling, are littered 
with rubbish. The webbed 
harness from an airdrop of 
rations and medical sup- 
plies lies in a weed-choked 
lane. 

“The deputy mayor told 
me Zepa would have 
starved in 1993 if it hadn’t 
been for the airdrops,” Mr. 
Joseph recounted. 

U.N. aid workers who 
reached the village during 
the long Serb siege were 
shocked by the mediaeval 
medical conditions they 
encountered. Major 

surgery, including amputa- 
tions, was performed rou- 
tinely without anaesthetic. 

As with the death of any 
settlement, no matter how 
obscure, unanswered ques- 
tions remain. 

Some of those Zepans 


But last month Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
organised a meeting 
between His Majesty 
King Hussein and Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad 
on the sidelines of an Arab 
summit in Cairo to patcb 
up their relations. 

According to Al Sharq 
Al Awsat, the agreement 
between Syria and Jordan 
was reached during meet- 
ings last week between 
officials from both coun- 
tries at the bonier towns of 


who negotiated the evacua- 
tion of their town directly 
with the Bosnian Serb army 
dispappeared after they 
were arrested by Gen. 
Mladic’s men. All are pre- 
sumed dead. 

They include the mayor, 
and Zepa’s Muslim military 
commander, Avdo Palic. 

“Palic was very brave 
during the entire affair,” Mr. 
Joseph ' recounted. “He 
knew very well what his 
fete would be. 

“As for Mladic, he was 
showing his pride, showing 
it to (the U.N. commander 
in Bosnia, Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Sir Rupert) Smith, 

» out the Turkish 
the Andric bridge. 
“Smith was here just 
doing his best to prevent 
anything terrible happen- 
ing, trying to prevent anoth- 
er Srebrenica.” 


Deraa and Ramtha. 

They also agreed on 
measures to curb smug- 
gling across their common 
borders amid complaints 
from the Jordanian offi- 
cials of drug smuggling 
operations from the Syri- 
an-controlled eastern 
Bekaa Valley of Lebanon 
while Syrian officials 
cited the smuggling of 
petrol from the Jordanian 
side. 


No austerity measures 


Diplomats downplay 


(Continued from pagel) 
more reports of opposition 
reaching our ears recently. 

There are definitely rum- 
blings” the diplomat said 

Diplomats said earlier 
that at least 20 people were 
killed at the stadium after 
bodyguards loyal to Col. 
Qadhafi’s son fired at spec- 
tators shouting slogans 
against him. One said he 
had repons of up to 50 
dead. 

Tripoli had been relative- . 
ly free of violent opposition 
to Mr. Qadhafi in contrast 
to the Benghazi area in 
northeastern Libya, a 
hotbed of Muslim militant 


activity. 

But police clashed with 
hundreds of political pris- 
oners at Tripoli’s Abu 
Saleem prison last month 
after some warders were 
seized as hostages, a diplo- 
mat said. He thought about 
100 people were killed in 
the fighting. 

Analysts say four years of 
U.N. sanctions and what 
some see as illogical public 
expenditure have driven 
some Libyans into violent 
outbursts to demand 
change. 

“The stadium incident is 
serious trouble by Tripoli 
standards,” one of the 


diplomats said. ‘T think it is 
a mixture of football hooli- 
ganism and political vio- 
lence which raised the tem- 
perature... The violence 

took a xenophobic turn.” 

The rioters spilled onto 
the streets, stoning cars 
belonging to foreigners, 
harassing passers-by and 
chanting more slogans. At 
least two car windows were 
smashed, diplomats said. 

Libya is keen to gloss 
over any opposition as the 
work of immigrant work- 
ers. Last year, it deported 
thousands of Sudanese and 
Egyptian workers for secu- 
rity reasons. 


Jordan, Syria 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Egypt passes laws to encourage investors 
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CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s 
parliament passed a series 
of laws to encourage invest- 
ment, include one allowing 
foreigners to build and 
operate highways for up to 
99 years, the press reported 
Sunday. 

Prime Minister Kamal A1 
Ganzuri, quoted by the 
daily A1 Ahram. said the 
laws adopted by the Peo- 
ple’s Assembly late Satur- 
day evening would “enco- 
urage the private sector and 
foreign investments in 
Egypt” He defended the 
new roads law from oppo- 
nents who claimed it repre- 


sented new “concessions to 
foreigners " saying it would 
“lighten the burden on the 
taxpayer and divert money 
once used for building 
roads into development.” 
the government has put 
nine billion Egyptian 
pounds ($2.6 billion) over 
the past decade into build- 
ing roads, which increased 
from 15.000 to 35,000 kilo- 
metres during that time. Dr. 
Ganzuri said. 

The new roads law allows 
Egyptian or foreign inv- 
estors to build “open roads 
and highways and to 
administrate them in return 


for tolls and the rents from 
spaces along the roads”, the 
paper said. 

Investors will also have 
The right to build hotels, 
rest-stops, restaurants, first 
aid and service stations and 
other activities” for up to 99 
years, it said. 

Another law allows for- 
eigners to own up to two 
pieces of real estate in 
Egypt and eliminated rest- 
rictions of foreigners rec- 
eiving payment for real 
estare they sell. 

Meanwhile, the vice-pres- 
ident of the General Stock 
Market Authority, Ashraf 


Shamseddin, said the pres- 
ence of foreign investment 
in the stock market was on 
the rise. 

Foreigners, who held 
three per cent of the value 
of shares on die market in 
1994, owned 20 per cent of 
the 3.2 billion pounds 
($941,000 ) in stocks oa the 
market in the first half of 
1996, he said 

Mr. Shamseddin told AFP 
that 40 foreign private bro- 
kerages had participated in 
the share release from two 
companies which ■ were 
mostly privatised on the 
stock market this yean 


American brokerages led 
the pack, followed by 
British, Saudi, Kuwaiti, 
Bahraini, Swiss, Singapore- 
an and Canadian compa- 
nies, be said. ' 

American Express is 
preparing to put bonds 
worth 200 million pounds 
($60 million } on the market 
in September and October 
in a bid to raise cash on the 
market for investment in the 
country, he said. 

Both Citibank and the 
Egypt- American Bank 
mode similar bond issues 
earlier this year, each valu- 
ing 200 million pounds. 


More urgency needed 
in freeing trade, says 
world trade chief 


CHRISTCHURCH. New 
Zealand (AFP) — World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
Director General Renato 
Ruggiero warned a meeting 
of Asia-Pacific trade minis- 
ters here Monday that 
countries are not moving 
fast enough in their com- 
mitment to trade liberalisa- 
tion. 

He told an Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) forum meeting that 
if the trading system did not 
progress quickly enough. 

V.:* h'e movement 
i . jet i :gtonal and global 
integration would be left 
without "adequate rules” or 

-tCaf VkSSOtl. 

Without singling out indi- 
vidual countries, Mr. Rug- 
giero said time was limited- 
in reaching a consensus on 
the most important trade 
issues creating divisions 
“and we are not seeing suf- 
ficient movement towards 
agreement.” 

“The problem we face is 
{□or one of procedure, but 
one of substance," the fbr- 
,mer Italian finance minister 
said. 

He was addressing a two- 
day meeting of APEC trade 
ministers called to find a 
uniform platform for its 18 
members to influence the 
WTO’s first ministerial 
meeting in Singapore in 
December. 

The WTO will debate 


implementation of the 
Uruguay Round commit- 
ments of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT), while dis- 
cussing the next round of 
trade liberalisation due to 
start at the turn of tbe cen- 
tury. 

New Zealand Prime Min- 
ister Jim Bolger said in his 
keynote speech opening the 
gathering that the contribu- 
tion APEC made would set 
the tone of the WTO meet- 
ing. 

Mr. Bolger said tbe com- 
mitments of countries to 
implement free trade 
worldwide had to be 
respected and fulfilled but 
that APEC’s first task must 
be to ensure the full, effec- 
tive and timely implemen- 
tation of the outcomes 
agreed in the Uruguay Ro- 
und. As host of the Christ- 
church meeting. New Zea-. 
land Trade. Minister Philip . 
Buidon will release an end 
of meeting summary which 
is expected to show tbe 18 
ministers have agreed to a 
common position for push- 
ing the further removal of 
trade barriers at foe WTO 
meeting. 

Mr Ruggiero said the 
Singapore WTO gathering 
would not be easy — being 
the first meeting of a new 
institution attended by 
3,000 people representing 
120 — member govennents 


and numerous other 
international organisations. 

“In all of our countries, 
people are concerned with 
their prospects for growth 
and their prospects for 
jobs,” he said. 

Issues like structural 
adjustment in both devel- 
oped and developing coun- 
tries, tbe marginalisation of 
the least developed coun- 
tries and tbe relationship 
between regional and mul- 
tilateral liberalisation 
would have to be tackled. 

“They are already with us 
— they will be on the table 
at Singapore whether we 
put them there or not — 
and they call for a 
response." 

He urged the ministers to 
help find the maximum 
possible consensus on key 
issues still creating divi- 
sion, warning that “time is 
limited and that we are not 
seeing sufficient movement 
towards agreement" 

.* There was -“no justifiable 
reason* not ro agree before 
Singapore on tbe difficult 
issue of the WTO’s work 
programme, since much of 
it was already in its built-in 
agenda, he added. He told 
the ministers they bad a 
choice. 

APEC has set the goal of 
regional liberalisation by 
2010 for industrialised 
nations and 2020 for devel- 
oping nations. 


THE Daily Crossword byc. F .Murray 


ACROSS 
1 Jogger's gait 
5 Men and boys 
8 Funicular cousin 
12 Section in 
Sunday’s paper 

14 Official stamp 

15 Mata — 

16 Author Loos 

17 Take on 

18 Flush 

19 Kevin Costner 
film 

21 Fountain or 
Seeger 

22 Yawn 

23 Borstal 
employee 

25 Academic garb 
28 Phases 

30 Contented 
sound 

31 Dick's love 
33 Thong 

37 Braided 
39 Flower 

41 An Allen 

42 70s hair style 

44 Family circle 
member 

45 Watery swelling 
47 Carries on 

49 Jewish queen of 
Persia 

52 Recipe word 

54 — gin fizz 

55 Shakespearean 
drama 

61 Toodle-oo 

62 Land east ol the 
Urals 

63 Welles or Bean 

64 Ad infinitum 

65 Fit inside 

66 Places for 
murals 

67 Remainder 

68 Pro- 

69 Gist 

DOWN 

1 Melt 

2 Hollywood 
gossip, Barrett 

3 Leave out 

4 Beret's place 

5 Person in a will 

6 James — Jones 


1 

2 

3 

4 

■ 

12 




13 

IB 





19 







8 

9 

10 

11 

15 




18 




21 









49 

50 

51 


54 




61 




64 




67 
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7 Hammer for 
breaking 
concrete 

8 Massimo Troisi's 
film 

9 “Bolero" 
composer 

10 Mountain ridge 

11 Gold seeker 

13 Beetle Bailey's 
nemesis 

14 High school 
course 

20 Be prodigal 

24 Church section 

25 Undersized 
animal 

26 Shield bearing 

27 Mel Gibson film 

29 Ivan or Nicholas 

30 Footlike part 

32 Cheese with a 

red rind 

34 Pur to flight 

35 Miller and 
Jiilian 

36 Caress 

36 Give up 

40 Water wheel 



43 Severe 
autocracy 

46 Wandering 

48 Pointer 

49 Chemical 
compound 

50 Work like a 
drudge 

51 Lugs 


53 Not this 

56 What “video" 
means 

57 Apothecary 
weight 

58 Capri, e.g. 

59 KS town 

60 Part of M.I.T.: 
abbr. 


Yeltsin lays down 
new economic track 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin has laid down 
new economic guidelines 
promising to boost sagging 
industrial output and do 
more to help people who 
have lost out under painful 
economic reforms. 

Mr. Yeltsin, thanking Rus- 
sians for reelecting him last 
week, said in a brief televi- 
sion address that “serious 
adjustments” needed to be 
made to economic policy, 
which. has so for stressed 
tight controls on cash emis- 
sion to try to bring inflation 
down. 

“Tbe main thing now is to 
give production a second 
wind, give enterprises ord- 
ers and give people work, to 
bring about higher living 
standards for every Russian 
fondly. I see this as my main 
task," he said. 

Economic reforms, coor- 
dinated with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund, 
have brought Russian 
monthly inflation down to 
just over one per cent, the 
lowest level since Russia 
started moving towards a 
Western-style market econ- 
omy in January 1992. 


But industrial output is 
around half the levels seen 
when reforms began and — 
even though the figures take 
little account of a flourish- 
ing shadow economy — 
there are few signs of a last- 
ing recovery. Millions of 
Russians are living below 
the poverty line, unable to 
afford the brightly packaged 
goods which now fill recent- 
ly privatised shops. “Low 
inflation cannot be the only 
final goal of economic poli- 
cy any longer” Ml Yeltsin 
aide Alexander Livshits told 
a news conference. Ml 
Y eltsin has already signalled 
that he will change his gov- 
ernment team. He said he 
would bring in competetent, 
professional people, but 
keep former gas industry 
chief Viktor Chernomyrdin 
in overall command as 
prime minister. 

“We need a strong govern- 
ment," he said. 

Russian inflation was 2.2 
per cent in July, down 
sharply from almost 20 per 
cent a month at the start of 
last year. The rouble is well 
within daily target ranges 
set by the central bank. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


r 7 TJ= Ts SSrJ* 
By Glasbergeri 



“Stanley, what did you have for lunch? 
can smell your breath over the phone!” 


Sudan spells out 
differences with IMF 


KHARTOUM (R) — 

Sudan and tbe International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) held 
talks in Khartoum last 
''week but disagreed on 
three main issues — gov- 
ernment borrowing, 

exchange rate liberalisation 
and the government’s 
arrears to foe IMF. 

The official Sudan News 
Agency (SUNA) said Sun- 
day the IMF mission evalu- 
ated the performance of 
Sudan’s economy in the 
last six months and 
reviewed a programme for 
foe next six months. 

Sudan owes the IMF $1.7 
billion in arrears and has 
come closer than any other 
country to expulsion from 
tbe fond. 

The minister for state for 
finance and national econo- 
my, Sabir Mohammad A1 
H assail, was quoted as say- 
ing tbe talks were positive 
despite the disagreements 
on the three issues. 

“Tbe differences centre 
oo...foe exchange rate, bor- 
rowing from foe banking 
system and foe continua- 
tion of tbe repayment of 
IMF arrears," Ml Hass an 
said. He was quoted in the 
government-owned news- 
paper A1 Sudan Ai Hadith 
Sunday. 

The IMF demanded that 
the Sudanese government 
immediately stop borrow- 
ing from the local banking 
system but the government 
said it would need time to 
make foe adjustment. 

“Sudan announced even 
before tbe talks with foe 
IMF that it was taking mea- 
sures to reduce borrowing 
from the banking system to 


bring down government 
expenditure gradually" Mr. 
Hass an said. 

Tbe fund said the govern- 
ment should let foe pound 
float according to supply 
and demand and let tbe pri- 
vate sector import any com- 
modity without restriction, 
including petroleum prod- 
ucts. 

But the minister said the 
government could' not com- 
pletely liberalise trade as it 
needs a strategic reserve of 
foreign currency. “Tbe pri- 
vate sector is incapable of 
financing foe petroleum 
sector,” added Mr. Hassan, 
quoted in tbe government 
newspaper AI Ingaz Ai 
Watani. 

The independent newspa- 
per Akhbar AI Yom said 
Sudan told the IMF mission 
that it could not continue 
paying off the arrears under 
present circumstances. The 
government agreed last 
year to pay $4 million 
mouth, about enough to 
cover foe interest 
Meanwhile, a Sudanese 
parliament official warned 
against reopening private 
exchange companies 
accusing them of causing 
the country’s- economic cri- 
sis, the government daily 
AI Sudan AI Hadith has 
reported . 

Mussa Hussein Dbirar, 
bead of foe parliament 
accounting committee, said 
the ban slapped on 
exhanges last Tuesday 
should remain since “they 
are one of the reasons for 
tbe economic deterioration 
the country is suffering." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and MBs* Argtrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles. ' 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


USSOE 

u 


StfKIWM MM* StnOL kit 
MHglaF 


7-T 

Lit 


CARTT 


— Y Y ^ 


REESHY 


^Y^s 



SNAFET 


nr 


5^ 



Now arrange the circled letters io 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday's 


Jumbles: 

Answer. 


(Answers tomorrow) 
SIEGE LINEN BROKEN AIRWAY 
What the reporter considered the school 
vandalism - 'BREAKING' NEWS 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 




HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
TUESDAY, JULY 
16, 1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Early today 
learn what it is which 
your loved ones expect of 
you and handle it in a 
kindly manner, then take 
care of important busi- 
ness matters and you will 
gain the success and 
prosperity from a bigwig. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Be with an out- 
side fellow associate you 
admire and combine your 
efforts in some important 
venture. Don't neglect 
important correspon- 
dence which must be sent 
out to those who are crit- 
ical to some new project. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Study real estate 
and other assets you have 
today and plan now you 
can improve them and 
add to them for the days 
ahead. Later this evening 
you will be able to com- 
plete some important 
project with some techni- 
cal advice 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(Ju-ne 22 to July 21) 
Contact those who you 
like the most today and 
show loyalty and devo- 
tion to all of them so you 
gain more goodwill and 
prosperity in the days 
ahead. Later tonight you 
can spend some good 
time with your loved 
ones. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You can gain some 
secret wish today which 
you have been trying to 
attain for some time. 
Later this evening confer 
with advisors who can be 
helpful in you gaining 
success through trie com- 
pletion of some new pro- 
ject. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Get in 
touch with a charming 
individual today who can 
help you to gain some 
personal aims which 
mean much to you. Later 
this evening you can go 
out on the town with 
some close friends and 
have a good time. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Do what- 
ever will impress a big- 
wig favourably today and 
get your talents working 
properly. Add more piz- 
zazz to your career activ- 
ities and you will gain 
success through foe 
recognition of someone 
in authority. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) See that 
new contact you made 
recently today and bene- 
fits can come from this 
source in the days ahead. 
Later this evening you 
can complete some 

important new projects 
by consulting some 

knowledgeable person in 
your field . 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) Show a fellow asso- 
ciate today that yon want 
the relationship to last for 
a long time to come. 
Give a gift of love and 
respect to your mate and 
see the stars in his or her 
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^ Israeli trader shouts oul seH 
Jfrem M-nda>. The morning's 
* P r "''dent funds industry 


eyes light up in anticipa- 
tion of foe present. 
CAPRICORN: (Dec- 

ember 22 to Jan. 20.) Be 
kind with an emotional 
fellow associate today ^ 
who can be very helpful 
in your present plans. 
Come to a better under- 
standing with your loved 
ones and show you truly 
have a great affection for 
them and you do appreci- 
ate them. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Be 
more understanding and 
cooperative today with 
fellow associates and you 
can increase production 
considerably in the days 
ahead. Later this evening 
will be good for having 
some good times wi 
our close friends. 

1SCES: (February 20 
to March 20) You can 
early today set up an 
appointment with foe one 
you love and later this 
evening get good results. 
Oam benefits which are - 
close your heart and you - 
will be able to show great 
affection for your mate. 

Binthstone of July- 
Ruby — ■ Tiger’s Eye 
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Business & Finance 

Saudi prince, Jordan bank in $ 40 m hotel deal 


AMMAN (R) — Saudi 
Arabian billionaire investor 
Prince Al Waleed Ben Tala] 
and the Arab Jordan Invest- 
ment Bank (AJIB) have 
formed a company to build 
a $40 million luxury Four 
Seasons Hotel in Amman, 
the bank said Monday. 

The principal activity of 
the Petra Tourism Invest- 
ment Co. (PTIC) will be to 
develop and own the new 
hotel in Amman, a state- 
ment from the prince’s 
office in Riyadh said earli- 
er. 

AJIB Deputy Manager 
Hani A1 Qadi said Prince A1 


WaJeed, Four Seasons 
Horels Inc., the bank and a 
subsidiary would hold half 
the 15 million dinar ($21 
million) equity. 

‘“The partners in PTIC 
will be offering part of the 
company's capital for pri- 
vate subscriptions in mid- 
July. A high level of interest 
in Petra has already been 
initiated by institutional 
and individual investors.” 
the prince's statement said. 

It said the 175-room hotel 
will be Amman's most lux- 
urious to cater for high-end 
business visitors and 
tourists. 


The bank said it was 
expected to open in 1999i 

The statement from the 
prince's office said they 
expected 10 Four Seasons 
Hotels in the Middle East 
within the next three to five 
years. Toronto-based Four 
Seasons sold 25 per cent of 
the company and interest in 
some hotels to the prince 
last year. 

In May. Prince A1 Waleed 
signed an almost $300 mil- 
lion deal with a private 
Egyptian group to build a 
Four Seasons Nile Plaza 
Hotel in Cairo. Four Sea- 
sons' first Middle East pro- 


ject. 

Prince Al Waleed has 
built a multi-billion dollar 
business with interests io 
construction, real estate, 
banking, travel, broadcast 
media, supermarkets and 
other industries. 

He heads the United 
Saudi Commercial Bank 
and has made substantia] 
investments in Cticorp . 
Euro Disney which owns a 
.Theme Park near Paris, 
Canary Wharf in London's 
docklands, U.S. retail group 
Saks Fifth Avenue and the 
Plaza Hotel in New York. 


Top Arab bank plans further expansion 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The largest Arab banking 
group has said that it would 
open new branches in the 
Arab World and in Europe 
as part of an on-going 
expansion drive. 

The Bahraini-based Arab 
Banking Corporation 
(ABC), owned by Libya 
and other Arab countries, 
said it had strengthened its 
presence in Asia and North 
Africa and would boost 
operations in the Arab 
World and Europe. 

“The expansion of ABC 
in ihe Arab World will con- 
tinue through 1996 with the 
establishment of an Islamic 
banking unit in Bahrain and 
the opening of a representa- 
tive office in Abu Dhabi,” it 
said in its 1995 report. 

"In the meantime, the 
companies affiliated to 


ABC are searching for 
more investment opportuni- 
ties outside the Arab mar- 
kets," the report added. 

It said the ABC sub- 
sidiary Banques Atlantico 
would open a branch in Lis- 
bon and a representative 
office in Warsaw this year 
within plans to expand its 
European network which 
accounts for nearly half 
ABC's operations. 

In non- Arab Asia, the 
Hong Kong-based Interna- 
tional Bank of Asia Ltd. 
another ABC subsidiary, set 
up a representative office in 
Vietnam this year after 
widening its activities in the 
southeastern part of the 
continent. 

“ABC will also continue 
to play a leading role as link 
between the Arab World 
and the international finan- 


cial markets,” the report 
said. 

ABC's balance sheet 
showed its earnings had 
grown steadily over the past 
few years due to the expan- 
sion and a diversification of 
operations. 

Net profits increased to 
$1 16 million in 1995 from 
$105 million in 1994 and 
assets to $21.2 billion from 
$19.5 billion. 

Around 50 per cent of the 
1995 assets were based in 
western Europe and IS per 
cent in non-Arab Asian 
states, the report showed. 

North America accounted 
for 14 per cent, the Arab 
World for 10 per cent and 
Larin America for five per 
cent. The rest were in east- 
ern Europe and Africa. 

The report said ABC’s 
board had decided not to 


make any cash dividend to 
shareholders in 1995 as a 
“conservative measure 
aimed at bolstering the 
bank's capital base and 
ensuring viable growth in 
operations and profits.” 

This boosted the bank's 
general reserves to around 
$396 million at the end of 
1995 from $274 million at 
the end of 1994. 

Shareholders’ equity, 
comprising the reserves and 
capital, also increased to 
around $1.54 billion from 
$1.42 billion. 

ABC. the biggest Arab 
bank in terms of assets, was 
set up 15 years ago by the 
Libyan Central Bank, the 
Kuwaiti Finance Ministry, 
the state-owned Abu Dhabi 
investment authority and 
other regional and inter- 
national investors. 



\n Israeli trader shouts out sell orders as shares in the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange (TASE) plunged by over three 
per cent Mondav. The morning’s mild declines strengthened by early afternoon amid signs of a deepening crisis 
in the provident'funds industry (Reuters photo) 


Jordan 
will not 
increase 
trade 
protocol 
with Iraq 

Mervat Sowadeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan af- 
firmed Monday it will not 
increase its trade protocol 
with Iraq and that any new 
deals to provide food and 
medical supplies can not be 
included under the agree- 
ment which was signed in 
January. 

Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher told a 
press briefing that the cash- 
strapped Kingdom “cannot 
afford” to pay more than 
the $220 million to finance 
exports to Iraq. 

“The decision was taken 
because the Central Bank 
of Jordan could not pay 
more of its hard currency 
reserves to provide for 
Iraqi exports and the situa- 
tion has not changed since 
January,” Dr. Muahser 
explained 

He stressed that deals that 
were signed recently in 
Baghdad between Jordan- 
ian businessmen and Iraqi 
importers to provide food, 
medicine to Iraq, will be 
financed under the oil-for- 
food-agreement signed 
with the U. N. in May. 

Dr. Muasher was refer- 
ring to a visit by a Jordan- 
ian industrial team to 
Baghdad last week which 
resulted in several new 
deals to provide the King- 
dom's eastern neighbour 
with food and medical sup- 
plies 

Head of the delegation 
and president of Jordan's 
Chamber of Industry, Khal- 
doun Abu Hassan told the 
Jordan Times upon his 

ceeded in reachin| art 
agreement with Iraqi offi- 
cials on increasing trade 
between the two coun- 
tries.” 

But Mr. Abu Hassan. who 
has asked the government 
earlier to reverse its deci- 
sion to cut the trade volume 
with Iraq, said he was not 
sure whether the deals the 
team signed will be includ- 
ed under the protocol. 

Jordan’s industrial sector 
was dealt a heavy blow in 
January when the govern- 
ment, citing mounting Iraqi 
debt to Jordan, slashed 
trade to just over $ 220 mil- 
lion from $400 million. 

Jordanian industrialists 
served as Iraq's main sup- 
pliers of food and medicine 
since 1990 when the Unit- 
ed Nations imposed strin- 
gent economic sanctions 
on Iraq following its inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, July 16, 1996 


Competition, debt burden pressures National Textile 
and Plastic Industries to sell below cost price 


**> THE NATIONAL Textile and Plastic 
Industries Company posted a JD 331,575 
loss last year as a result of stiff competi- 
tion and the pressure from the debt bur- 
den. The board chairman, Faisal Ben 
Khadra’, told the general assembly that 
the company had no choice but to accept 
selling at below cost price when entering 
official tenders to repay a portion of bank 
debts and lessen the financial cost. 

Mr. Ben Khadra’ revealed that the com- 
pany was indebted to the banks by JD 
1.25 milli on at the end of 1995. Of the 
amount, JD 576,867 were long-term 
obligations that represent 23.07 per cent 
of the company's capitaL The total oblig- 


ations represent 50 per cent. 

The chairman said that the sanctions 
imposed on Iraq have resulted in lower 
demand from that country but he 
expressed hope that the oil-for-food deal 
would allow the situation in Iraq to 
improve. He added that the company was 
keen to open new markets in and outside 
the region and indicated that the firm has 
sold some of its product to Yemen late last 
year and has built some contacts there. 

He assured the shareholders that the 
company was working on lowering costs, 
improving efficiency and productivity (Al 
Aswaq). 


Delta Insurance distributes dividends at a rate of 15% 


** DELTA INSURANCE Company gen- 
erated JD 308,400 net profit last year and 
the genera] assembly has approved dis- 
tributing JD 150,000 in dividends to 
shareholders at a rate of 15 per cent. The 
company collected JD 2 million in premi 


urns in 1995 and paid a total of JD 
737,725 in compensation for damages. 
According to the annual report the com- 
pany’s technical reserves amount to 
JD7.07 million ( Al Ra’I + Al Aswaq + Al 
Dustour). 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Amra Hotel Shopj^p 
6th circle, Amman ■ 



FOR RENT 

-3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoufl Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
k Fax: 810520 > 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quahtyj i 
1 Hour Service 1 


Develop your: colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

30% torpor 




From 

mont 20 x 30 cm 

ShmeisanUOpp. Grindtay* 
Bank. Phone: «M042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 


WORLD WIDE 


I Interflora Membership ) 

* Fresh & Dry Flowers 
Production & Designe 


Salma Inter .Flowers 


Hapjnj Dmjs / 

pOXtAAffUc 
Soup* & SaJahU 

OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A.M - 1 A.M 
TeL 857199 
Fa x 898537 

Ti mm Uthnlna 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 



OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOI 


Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 
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Samaranch vows to 
continue anti-drug battle 


ATLANTA (AFP) — 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) President 
Juan Antonio Samaranch 
vowed to continue leading 
the battle against drug 
cheats here Sunday. And he 
warned athletes who take 
drugs that they risk killing 
themselves. 

“Athletes who use banned 
substances to improve their 
performance commit a 
series of acts that transgress 
and violate certain 
immutable principles,” said 
Samaranch at the opening 
of the 105th IOC session. 

“First and foremost they 
destroy their health, which 
is the most precious thing 
they possess. Doping leads 
to physical and moral death 
because of the irreversible 
behavioural changes that 
drug use entailsj” he added. 

But Samaranch admitted 
it was an uphill struggle to 
take on the cheats. 

“The banle is a difficult 
and complex one. Its out- 
come will depend not only 
on severe measures being 
taken against violations but 
also on the educational and 
pedagogical campaigns 
launched at all levels to 
inform athletes and the gen- 
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International Olympic Committee (IOC) President 
Juan Antonio Samaranch receives applause from the 
audience including Newt Gingrich (right), Speaker of 
the U.S. House of Representatives, and feds wife Bibi 
after addressing the opening ceremony of 105th IOC 
general session in Atlanta, July 14 (Reuters photo) 

eral public about this despi- ests, which could be bann- 


erol public about this despi- 
cable and dangerous form 
of cheating,” said the IOC 
president. 

Samaranch also warned 
about attempts to destroy 
the unity of the Olympic 
movement. 

“We must be very careful. 
This unity of which we are 
all so proud is delicate and 
needs careful tending every 
day. Sport is now in a gold- 
en age and this may give 
rise to self-seeking inter- 


till to our movement if we 
fail to guard against them,” 
he said. 

Samaranch also stressed 
that the Olympics would 
continue to be shown on 
national television stations 
instead of pay- for- view 
channels. 

“It is our policy to make it 
possible for the entire worid 
to watch the Olympic 
Games without paying 
additional fees,” be said. 


USOC chief suggests 
paralympics as Olympic warm-up 


ATLANTA (AFP) — U.S. Olympic 
Committee President Leroy Walker will 
urge the International Olympic Committee 
to hold the paralympics before the 
Olympics in the future to boost both events. 

Walker said he believes holding the para- 
lympics first would mean more spectators 
for the Games for the disabled, as well as 
giving Olympic organisers a chance to test 
Venues. * 

“I think it deserves to have its day in the 
sun,” Walker said of the paralympics, which 
will be held after the centennial Olympic 
Games end on August 4. 

Paralympic officials agreed, but only if 
Olympic organisers could guarantee that 
facilities would be ready. 

“It could have enormous benefits if plan- 
ning allowed for it,” said Andy Fleming, 
president of the Atlanta Paralympic 
Organising Committee. 

With the Atlanta Games scheduled to 
open July 19, organisers were still working 
on some projects. 

The Clark University buildings slated to 
house journalists were not ready on time 
and officials bad to find alternative accom- 
modation for those booked to stay there. 


The Olympic transportation system was 
still 300 drivers short of the 3,600 target. 

Randstad, the temporary employment 
agency responsible for hiring the drivers, 
said it had found 300 drivers, but they had 
. yet to complete the training course. 

Of the .1 ,450 buses..beingj loaned to ; the 
Atlanta Committee for Jhe^lympi c jtpameS 
by other U.S. cities, 600 had arrived. 

Another 400 were expected by the end of 
the week, and all were expected to be in 
Atlanta by July 19, when the Games begin. 

The new centennial Olympic park opened 
its gates just two days ago. 

Some 50.000 people crammed into the 
ATT global Olympic village pavilion and 
the paik's central plaza, which was inspired 
by 1992 Olympic host city Barcelona’s 
ramblas pedestrian street. 

Tim Macy, ACOG’s park manager, said 
the park would be able to handle bigger 
crowds during the Games, when more cor- 
porate pavilions will be open. 


Weld lands another classic 
in Irish Oaks 


DUBLIN (R) — Local 
trainer Dermot Weld landed 
his second Irish Classic of 
the season when dance 
Design won the Irish Oaks 
at the Curragh on Sunday 
with hot favourite Lady 
Carla trailing in a poor 
fourth of the six runners. 

Lady Carla, trained by 
Heniy Cecil in England and 
ridden by Pat Eddery, had 
won the Epsom Oaks by 
nine lengths and was a 2-1 
on chance to complete a 
classic double. 

But after leading into the 
straight. Lady Carla faded 
badly on the rails as Dance 
Design came through on the 
outside to snatch the spoils. 

Weld enjoyed his first 
Irish Derby success two 
weeks ago with 20-1 out- 
sider Zagreb. 

Jockey Michael Kinane. 
who has never won the Irish 
Derby, missed out on 
Zagreb's success as he 
opted to ride the British 
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challenger Dusbyantor 
instead. • ■ 

But there was ample com- 
pensation for Kinane 
Sunday when he got up on 
Dance Design (9-2) to take 
the race by a short-head 
from Shamadara, the sole 
French rider who was the 
mount of Gerald Mosse and 
a 6-1 chance. 

Key Change, ridden by 
Johnny Murtagh, finished 
third a further two lengths 
back at S-l with Lady Carla 
another two and a half 
lengths away in fourth. 

There was a brief stew- 
ards’ inquiry after the race 
over some slight bunching 
but the result was not affect- 
ed. 

Weld said: “The only 
question mark was over her 
ability to stay the distance 
(2.4 km). If she stayed, she 
had a great chance of win- 
ning. Thankfully that was 
the case." 

Dance Design will now go 




‘Cold’ 

Atlanta 

worries 

Japanese 

team 


ATLANTA (AFP) — 
Japan’s Olympic team have 
found the cold rather than 
the promised searing heat 
their biggest threat here. 

“When you come from 
the heat outside into an air- 
conditiODed room it is very, 
very chilly. I have told the 
athletes to be very careful 
they do not catch cold,” 
said team doctor Takas hi 
Kawahara, determined to 
ensure nothing stops 
Japan's quest for a record 
medal haul. 

National Olympic 

Committee President 
Hironoshin Furuhashi has 
set a target of at least five 
gold medals. 

“We won three in 
Barcelona, four in Seoul. 
Here we want at least five. 
I am also expecting us to 
win between 25 to 30 silver 
or bronze,” he said. 

“Obviously one of our 
greatest strengths is judo 
and for the first time we 
have three brothers com- 
peting, Yukimasa, Kenzo 
and Yoshio Nakamura. 1 
think one of them will 
win,” added Furuhashi. 

Other golds are expected 
in swimming with 200m 
butterfly star Hitomi 
Kashima, a 16-year-old 
high school student, and 
marathon hopefuls 

Barcelona silver medallist 
Yuko Arimori, 1993 world 
champion Junko Asari and 
27-year-old newcomer 
IzumiMakL ■ 









Finland’s Mira K ass tin takes her laps with the Olympic rings in the background at the Olympic Velodrome in 
Stone Mountain, Georgia, in preparation for the centennial Olympic Games which start July 19. ( Reuters 
photo) 

Italian high jumper faces Olympic ban 


ATLANTA (R) — Italian high jumper 
Antonella Bevilacqua faces an 
Olympic ban after a controversial 
drugs test, athletics sources said 
Sunday. 

Bevilacqua, among the top six 
women's jumpers in the worid this 
season, tested positive twice for the 
banned stimulant ephedrine in May 
but was cleared by Italian sports 
authorities after sbe claimed sbe took 
the drug by mistake. 

Although sbe has been picked for 
Italy’s Olympic team, the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF) 
has decided not to accept the Italian 
ruling, the sources said. 

The IAAF want to suspend 
Bevilacqua for three .months until 
August 4, ruling her out of the Atlanta 
Games which end on that day. 

“The Indians reinstated the athlete 
and the IAAF believes this is not 
acceptable,” one source said. “Under 
IAAF rules, athletes are responsible 
for what they take into their own bod- 
ies.” 


The IAAF is very keen to clear up all 
outstanding doping matters before the 
Olympic athletics programme starts on 
July 26. 

Testing laboratories have been told 
to speed up analyses of urine samples 
taken at recent grand prix meetings so 
that no athlete will compete in Atlanta 
who has tested positive. 

Bevilacqua claims she took 
ephedrine by mistake in an over-the- 
counter Chinese herbal medicine 
which she is believed to have taken to 
lose weight. 

Sbe tested positive for the substance 
at a domestic meeting in Milan on 
May 4 when she jumped her best of 
the season of 1.98 metres. That perfor- 
mance put her among the world’s top 
jumpers and made her a medal con- 
tender for Atlanta. 

The Italian then tested positive again 
for the substance at another meeting in 
Bologna later in the month. 

The abuse of ephedrine by athletes is 
nebulous since many of those detected 
have claimed in the past they were 
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using the drugs as cold cures. There is 
scientific evidence that the substance 
is abused as an anorexic agent by gym- 
nasts. 

The case could prove to be contro- 
versial in Atlanta at a time when the 
IOC is trying to harmonise the drug- 
testing rules of sports federation's sc#' 
that drug cheats are punished equally 
across all disciplines. 

The Italian Athletics Federation 
FI DAL claims it was following a 
recent IOC directive when it reinstated 
Bevilacqua because sbe unwittingly 
took the substance and was not guilty 
of cheating on purpose. 

But one athletics source said: “She 
tested twice for tbe same substance. 
Under IAAF rules she should be sus- 
pended for three months until August 
4.” 

Bevilacqua did not qualify for the 
final of the high jump at rhe 1992 
Barcelona Olympics but was sixth at 
the 1993 World Championships in 
Stuttgart. She has won the Italian title 
consistently between 1991 and 1994. 
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Podenzana wins 1 


Next generation of African runners learning at tT.S. camp 


for the Prix Vermeille at 
Longchamp in September. 

Kinane said: “Sbe quick- 
ened well when I asked her. 
It was a good race to win ” 
In the absence of a recog- 
nised pacemaker, Eddery 
pushed Lady Carla, to the 
front from start, but sbe was 
quickly picked up at the one 
forking (200 metres) pole. 

“I knew I was in trouble 
over two furlongs (400 
metres) out when we were 
not getting away from the 
field,” said Eddery. 

Trainer Cecil said: 
“Ideally, I would have pre- 
ferred not to have led from 
the stan. But Lady Carla 
has won from there before 
so we can have no excuses.” 
The Irish Derby-Oaks 
double was last completed 
by Cecil, who saddled Old 
Vic and Diminuendo to vic- 
tory for Sheikh Mohammed 
in 1989. 


M.RZB 


LAGRANGE, Georgia 
(AFP) — Africa’s Olympic 
future is being built by teens 
training half a world from 
their homelands at this 
small town southwest of 
Atlanta. 

“Sometimes I am home- 
sick,” said 1 8-year-old 
Rwandan runner Alexis 
Sharangabo. “I try to be a 
man, you know. I try to for- 
get about it. It is hard. But 
Itry” 

Sharangabo is among 400 
Olym pians t rainin g in this 
rural city of 26,000 people. 
While South African and 
Brazilian delegations have 
spent several weeks here 
before tbe Olympics, many 
Africans have been here for 
two or three years. 

“J wish to win. But I’m 
very young,” said Gambia's 
Fanta Ceesay, who left * 
behind her parents, four sis- 
ters and three brothers. ‘Tm 
not used to such a big com- 


petition. I am tbe best 
sprinter back home. But it’s 
not so good for training.” 

Lagrange College began 
hosting Olympian training 
camps in 1991, thanks to a 
$750,000 stare grant, about 
300,000 dollars in annual 
private funding and an equal 
amount from tbe 
International Olympic 
Committee. 

“It has become like a 
borne,” Sudan’s Stephen 
Lugor said. “I was away for 
three weeks competing in 
Sweden and Egypt and I 
was lonely to get back.” 

About 60 young African 
athletes have been working 
here on a $400,000 track 
under the guidance of Ron 
Davis, a U.S. coach who 
guided African runners for 
17 years. 

“Our results have been 
overwhelming in a short 
space of time,” Davis said. 

In bis first few months of 


top training, Sharangabo 
has shaved nine seconds off 
bis 1 ,500-metre best, to 
three minutes, 45 seconds. 
Three-time world record 
holder Noureddine Morceli 
had a best of 3:40.41 at his 
age. 

Sharangabo expects bis 
day will come, in Sydney or 
beyond. 

“In Atlanta, you have so 
many athletes who are the 
best” Sharangabo said. 
‘This ray first time to par- 
ticipate for my country. 

I know I have time to 
progress. My dream is after 
that. We are here to prepare 
for 2000 ” 

Of course, there are still 
distractions. Mozambique’s 
Tina Paulino finds tempta- 
tion is only a telephone call 
away. 

“in the middle of tbe 
night, you can call for a 
pizza delivery,” she said. “In 
Africa, that doesn’t hap- 
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North-South vulnerable. West 
deals. 

NORTH 

* A J2 
<7A2 
OK842 

* A 64 2 

WEST EAST 

*3 * K 8 4 

OKJ986 910543 

0 A J 10 0 3 8 5 

* Q J 108 *75 3 

SOUTH 
*Q 109765 
9Q7 
s'Q73 
*K9 

The btddinK'. 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

17 DU Pm 2* 

Pm 37 Pm 4* 

Pin Pm Pm 


EAST SOUTH 
Pm 2* 

Pam 4a 
Pm 


Opening lead; Queen of * 


pen. 

Chad’s Sylvester Doussi, 
19, has escaped training dis- 
tractions back home. 

“Here I do only two things 
— train and go to school,” 
he said. 

“In my country, when I go 
to train, I go to watch soccer 
and musicians instead. Here 
1 have no place else to go ” 

Except for the new movie 
“independence day.” 
Doussi’s review: 

“It was very good. I was 
frightened. I was afraid it 
was tbe end of the world,” 

Athletes live in dormito- 
ries and attend school but 
spend some free time with 
area families. Money goes 
for training expenses. 
English tutors, clothes and 
$1,800 a month for expens- 
es. The payoff comes long 
after Atlanta. 

“This year is a big meet, 
ray first Olympics, and it 
will give me experience for 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

CAUGHT IN THE END 

Usually, before you can effect an 
endplay. all tbe enemy trumps 
muat be drawn. Once in a while, 
however, that is o luxury you can- 
not afTrrd 

With only one stopper and two 
cards in the enemy suit. North pre- 
ferred a takeout double of one heart 
to a one no trump overcall despite 
holding only three spades. When 
South showed a hand of 9-1! points 
by jumping two spades. North left 
open the possibility of playing three 
no trump with a c-jf-bid in the ene- 
my suit. South knew where the 
hand efaouJd be played. 

West led the queen of clubs, tak- 
en in Lhe closed hand. The ten of 
trumps was run to East's king, and 
□ low heart came back. Since it was 
obvious that West held the king in 
thai suit, declarer did not squander 
the queen — that card would be put 
to useful service later. The ace of 


the future.” Doussi said. 
“But if I stay here two or 
three years, I am sure I will 
do something in the 2000 
Olympics.” i. 

Bamabe JoJtcoeur of 
Mauritius prefers the rural 
countryside here to the 
asphalt of the Olympic host 
city. Tbe 29-year-old grew 
up running across fields on 
the Indian Ocean island of 
Rodrigues without televi- 
sion, telephones, running 
water or electricity. 

“It was all very strange," 
he said. “Everything was 
big for me and it was so 
close together” 

Showing Jolicoeur tbe 
best of his strange new 
world was Lynn Dye, whose 
family hosted him. 

“I have gotten to know 
athletes from countries I 
have never beard of. It 
makes the world a lot small- 
er. That’s what the 
Olympics are all about." 
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dubs was cashed followed by a dub j 
ruffed high. Dummy was re-entered 
with the ace of trumps. West dis- 
carding n heart, and the last dob 
was trumped in the dosed hand. 

Despite the fact that one trump 
was still outstanding, the stage was 
set for a throw-in. Declarer wriml 
with the queen of hearts and West 
was trapped. If West returned a 
heart, declarer would ruff in dum- 
my while discarding a diamond 
from hand, and the ace of diamonds 
would be the only other loser. West 
chose to return the jack of dla- 
mondjs, but the location of the ace 
was marked by the opening bid. 
Declarer ducked on the table, won 
in hand with the queen and, after 
drawing the last trump with the 
carefully preserved lady in hand, 
returned a diamond toward the 
king The ace of diamonds was the 
third and last tnck for the defense. 
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Mel Gibson & Sophie Marceau ... 

BRAVEHEART 

winner of 6 Academy 
Awards 

Shows: 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00 


Layla ElwL.in 
Ya Dunya Ya Gharami 
(Arabic) 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30,8:30,10:30 

Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 


CONCORD “1” 

Mel Gibson & Sophie Marceau .... in 

BRAVEHEART 

winner of 6 Academy Awards 

Shows. ^1:00, 5:00,8:30 

0 “ C 0 NC0R D~~“ 2 

BRAVEHEART 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 9:30 (film duration-3 hours) 


Today presents Zawad Weld A wad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 

play starts 8:30 p.m 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 
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Tour de France 

* Pyrenees offer Indurain 
last chance for a win 

VttJL^UVE-SUIl-LOT, France (Rj — Strenuous 
climbs arid painful memones await Tour de France riders 
in the Pyrenees, where Miguel Indurain will have one last 
chance to force himself into a winning position 

w * Dner « who had a rare off-day in the 

^Plr r0pp “ e e,ghth P lace overa11 ov er four minutes 
behind suipnse leader Bjarne Riis of Denmark, is looking 
forward to three stages in mountains he knows by heart 
including one in his home region of Navarra. 

But there will be a sad note as it was in the Pyrenees that 
Olympic champion Fabio Casartelli of Italy was' killed last 
year in a crash coming down the Poitet d’ Aspet pass. 

As the Tour nears Spain, where he would have loved to 
arrive with the yellow jersey on his shoulders, Indurain 
knows it will be tough for him to earn another line in the 
record books. 

“The guys in from of me look strong but I haven’t lost, 
yet. he said. “What happened to me in the Alps was 
because of all rhe rain and cold. Now it’s sunny at last and 
I feel much better." 

The first of the three stage* in the Pyrenees, which will 
take the riders to the resort of Hamacam Tuesday, is fond- 
ly remembered by the Spaniard, who used the final, pun- 
ishing climb to seal his fourth triumph two years ago. 

The stage in which Indurain dreams of shining is the next 
one Wednesday which finishes in Pamplona, near Villava, 
where bis parents have a farm. 

That stage over 262 kms will be the longest of the 1996 
Tour and one of the toughest with no fewer than seven 
passes including the awesome Puerto de Lamm, on the 
Spanish border. 

When the Tour leaves the Pyrenees on Thursday to head 
for Hendaye, on the French Basque coast, Indurain will 
probably know whether he can still win the race. 

The stages in the Pyrenees, which cross the Basque coun- 
try, are anxiously awaited by the Tour organisers, who have 
received threats from ETA separatists. 

“They said the Basque language should be used on those 
stages and it will be as we will have a speaker who will talk 
Basque at the start and the finish and during the stages," 
said Tour director Jean-Marie Leblanc. 

Indurain’s goal is to reach a potentially decisive time-trial 
ou Saturday, one day before the traditional finale on the 
Champs-Elysees, not too far behind Riis. 

The Spaniard, who excels against the clock, can reason- 
ably hope to gain some time on the Dane over 63.5 kms 
from Bordeaux to Saint-Emilion. 

He has received encouragement from Charly Gaul of 
Luxemburg, who sent him a letter to remind him how he 
bad won the 1958 Tour. 

"When I won the Tour, I was 15 minutes behind three 
days before the end,” wrote Gaul. “In one single' stage, I 
gained 20 minutes on (Frenehman Jacques) Anquetil and 
over half an hour on (Spaniard Frederico) Bahamontes. It’s 
not over yet. Good luck." 


Podenzana wins 15th stage 
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VILLENEUVE-SUR-LOT, 
France ( AFP) — Massimo. 
Podenzana of Italy won-the 
176km 15th stage of the 
Tour de France from Brive- 
La-Galiarde to Villeneuve- 
Sur-Lot Monday — a 
remarkable achievement on 
his first Tour. 

Podenzana’s compatriot 
Giuseppe Guerini was sec- 
ond, 37 seconds behind, 
and Peter Van Petegem of 
Belgium was third, 50 sec- 
onds in arrears. 

Bjarne Riis of Denmark 
retained die overall leader’s 
yellow jersey — coming in 
over five and a half minutes 
after Podenzana in the 


“I wanted to help, but I 
wasn't allowed _io_ by my. 
boss. I would love to win a 
stage of the Tour de France, 
but if my team tells me not 
to help, what can I do?" he 
asked. 

The peloton, led by Sun- 
day’s stage winner 
Djamolodine Abdu- 

japaxov’s Refin team, never 
managed to reduce the gap 
to below five minutes. 



Brazil’s Be be to, left In background, celebrates with teammate Juninho (right) after 
scoring the first goal of their game against the FIFA World Stars in East Rutherford, 
New JerseY . World Stars Lothar Matthaus of Germany is at left. Brazil won the 
game 2-1 (Reuters photo) 

Brazil edge FIFA All-Stars 2-1 


EAST RUTHERFORD, 
New Jersey (R) — The 
Brazilian Olympic team 
bear the FIFA World All- 
Stars 2-1 on a late goal by 
defender Roberto Carlos 
Sunday in its final warm-up 
before the start of the 
Games. 

A record crowd to watch 
a sports event at Giants Sta- 
dium of 78,416 watched as 
Bebeto set up Carlos, who 
beat goalkeeper Nelson 
Tapia of Chile' from a 
severe angle to the near 
post in the 78th minute. 

“This was obviously a 
good win for us,” Brazilian 
coach Mario Zagallo said. 
“Beating a team of this cal- 
ibre will give us confidence 
going into that first match 
against Japan.” 

Brazil begins the 
Olympics against Japan 
Sunday in Miami and then 
meets Hungary and Nigeria 
in opening round robin 
games. 

Brazil has never won a 
gold .medal in. snrrer, .but 
the chances are very good 
the drought will 'tie over 
soon according to the FIFA 
all-star coach the former 
Danish national team coach 
Richard Moeller-Neilson. 

“As far as I can see, the 
Brazilians have a very good 
chance to win in Atlanta," 
said Moeller-Neflson. 
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Australian Neil Stephens, 
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Though Stephens, winner 
of 33 races in his distin- 
guished career, and Bartolj, 
winner of this season's 
Tour of Banders, tried to 
get back on terms they were 
hiDdered by Van Petegem 
who, while doing some of 
the laie pacemaking, bad 
earlier in the stage not 
helped out 

Van Petegem’s TVM 
team wanted their team 
leader Jeroen Blijlevens to 
win the stage and hoped the 
peloton could catch the 
leaders. They gave instruc- 
tions for Van Petegem to 
hinder the breakaway if he 
could. 

Stephens then fell at a 
comer five kilometres from 
home, impeding Lemarc- 
hand and leaving the minor 
places to Bartoli, Guerini 
and Van Petegem as Poden- 
zana’s bold move paid off. 

Serge Beucherie, one of 
lemarchand's management 
team from Gan, criticised 
TVM’s tactics saying: “It is 
not in our style to not help 
the leading group — unlike 
TVM. 

Van Petegem defended 
his tactics. 


FURNITURE FOR SALE 

Ethen Allen D/room set / country, Queen Anne 
coffee tables'/End tables, Universal bedroom, 
water bed-Console, ridding saddle Mexican. 
Acer notebook 5x86 processor 8 MB RAM. 

Phone 818191 


FOR SALE 

SONATA - 2 -HYUNDAI 
94 MODEL. FULL OPTIONS 
CUSTOMS UNPAID 

TEL.: 660282 


Furnished Ground Floor Of A Villa For Rent 
In At Rasheed District 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, large living room (10x7 
m.), open kitchen, 2 bathrooms, independent 
utilities, garden, water reservoir, complete 
furniture, telephone. Can be rented monthly or 
annually. 

Contact Tel. 688008, preferably 
afternoons and evenings 


Ayoubi's Steel Furniture Factory 

Office Furnifure - Safes - Storage Systems 



With Us Your 
Valuables are 
Safe and Secure 


Sales 


Abdali Tel: 6W70J - 662574 
F xi : 690705 
Down Town 6Z563 7 




Zsrqa 09 / 982670 
Irbid 02/ 242920 


‘Everybody likes to talk 
about how technical they 
are. They are physically 
very fit. Normally, they are 
good with the ball. 

“They can play the ball in 
every position,” said 
Moeller-Neilson. “The 
defence is very strong. The 
players are very fast. They 
support each ’other very 
well” 

Bebeto lifted the Brazil- 
ians to a 1-0 lead three min- 
utes into the second half. 
Savio sent the World Cup 
star a long, low pass 
through the centre of the 
field. Bebeto raced toward 
the penalty area as Tapia 
came out to the top of the 
box. Tapia tried to knock 
the ball away, but it bound- 
ed right back to Bebeto, 
who headed it home from 
15 yards. 

German star striker Juer- 
gen Klinsmann equalised 
on a brilliant volley in the 
69th minute. Argentine 
midfielder Eemand6~ 


Redondo raced unmarked 
into the penalty area on the 
left side and lofted a cross 
to Klinsmann, who kicked 
the ball into the net from 12 
yards past goalkeeper Dida. 

“My goal wasn't really 
that difficult,” Klinsmann 
said. “The ball was perfect- 
ly prepared for me.” 

The lineups: 

FIFA World Stars: Jorge 
Campos (Nelson Tapia, 
46th), Lothar Matthaeus, 
John Harkes (Fernando 
Couto, 46th), Fernando 
Hierro (Ned Zelic, 46th), 
Marcel Desailly (Mark 
Fish, 85th), Mark Fish 
(Krassimir Balakov, 46th). 
Michael Laudrup (Abedi 
Pele, 46th), Fernando 
Redondo, David Ginola, 
Juergen Klinsmann, Kazu 
Miura (George We ah. 
46th). 

Brazil: Dida, Ze Maria, 
Aldair, Ronaldo. Roberto 
Carlos, Havio Conceicao, 
Amaral (Ze Elias, 67th), 
Juninho, Rivaldo, Bebeto, 
■^ayiQ.(RooaIdiuho^6.'Zth). f 


HADDADIN REAL-ESTATE 

Rent your apartment or find 
one for you to rent . 

We will show you the right way. 

For details please call Telefax: 861148 



Deluxe Furnished Apartment 

Jabal Amman - near first Circle. Two 
bedrooms, living room, salon and dining 
room, working room, two bathrooms, fully 
equipped kitchen, separate entrance, tele- 
phone, small garden and a well. 
079-34974 or 662261 (After 2 p.m.) 


Executive Secretary 

We are a leading investment company, offering an 
excellent career opportunity for a self - motivated, 
enthusiastic, professional executive secretary with 
the following qualifications: 

1- Holding a university degree or equivalent. 

2- Minimum of three years working experience. 

3- Excellent command of written and spoken 
Arabic and English. 

4- Excellent skills and vast knowledge in using 
related computer software packages. 

5- Office administration skills. 

Qualified candidates are kindly requested to fax 
their CV to our offices, Shmeisani, 

Telfax: 690780, P.O.Box 2178 



Rl - Liuuan Hotel 

S\\eili\ch 

RUM BAR 

happy llour 
6 - 8 pm 

Mini Buffet After 8 


x 4 * . 



For Information Tel : 858125 
Princess Tashreed Moh ' md Str 
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NY Knicks take on 
new look in one day 


I 


NEW YORK (R) — It will certainly be 
the new New York Knicks this season 
after the si gnin g of a new starting back- 
court and the acquisition of All-Star for- 
ward Larry Johnson Sunday. 

At Madison Square Garden news con- 
ference, the- Knicks introduced guards 
Allan Houston and Chris Childs after 
signing the pair of free agents to long term 
deals. Houston came from Detroit and 
signed a seven-year deal wonh $56 mil- 
lion while Childs came from just across 
the Hudson River and the New Jersey 
Nets and is inked for six years for $24 
million. 

Shortly afterwards, the team announced 
that the much anticipated trade with Char- 
lotte to get Johnson had been completed 
The Knicks will get the high scoring for- 
ward in exchange for starting forward 
Anthony Mason and backup frontcourt 
reserve Brad Lohaus. 

‘Today we hit the jackpot, “said the 
Knicks GM Ernie Gnrafeld. “We have 
added three outstanding players in our 
efforts to bring a championship to New 
York. 

The 27-year-old Johnson is a two-time 
All-Star and is expected to take some of 
the scoring burden off the Knicks fran- 
chise centre Patrick Ewing. Johnson, the 
NBA’s rooke of the year in 1 991-92, aver- 
aged 20.5 PPG last season. 

Johnson welcomed the chance of chal- 
lenging for the title with his new team. 

“They win 50 games almost every year 
and have a tradition of winning,” Johnson 
said of the Knicks. “Once we get into 
camp, build some chemistry together, 
there is no limit to how good we can be. 


This is the best choice for me.” 

Johnson has nine years and $70 million 
left on a 12-year contract worth $84 mil- 
lion. 

Houston averaged 29.7 PPG last season. 
He shot 45 per cent from die field and hit 
42 per cent of three-pointers. 

“When I got up this morning I bad a big 
juicy apple, so that tells you wbere I am,” 
said the 25-year-old Houston. “This is the 
best thing in my career right now for Allan 
Houston. I am ready for New York.” 

The 25-year-old Childs emerged as the 
nets starting point guard last season after 
New Jersey had shipped All-Star Kenny 
Anderson to Charlotte in midseason. In 54 
games, Childs averaged 12.8 ppg and 7.0 
assists per game. 

Tm really excited aobut being 
here,”said Childs, whose signing prompt- 
ed the Knicks to release veteran point 
guard Derek Harper.Tt’s like a dream 
come true." 

Mason, 29, is one of the league’s top 
defensive players and added considerable 
scoring punch to his game last season by 
averaging a career high 14.8 ppg. He won 
the the NBA's sixth man of the year award 
two seasons ago and this past season in a 
starting role logged more minutes than 
any other player in the league. 

“Anthony will bring a great deal Of 
toughness to our lineup and his work ethic 
and high energy is second to none, "said 
Hornets coach Dave Cowens. 


Dream Team III routs Greece 
in final Olympic tune-up 


INDIANAPOLIS (AFP) — “Dream 
Team HI'’ completed its pre-Olympic 
exhibition tour with a 128-62 rout of 
Greece Sunday, boosting its average vic- 
tory margin in the five games to 44 
points. 

Indiana’s Reggie Miller scored 21 
points and Utah’s Karl Malone added 19 
as the United States Olympic team of 
National Basketball 
Association stars won for thej fourth 
M tirhe agains^tbrnatibiia] opposition: 
~ fn *Fhe Amdfjtitos : rallied from 17 points 
down to beat a U.S. under-23 team in its 


opener, then beat Brazil by 47, China by 
61 and Australia by 41 points. 

Dream Team IH raced to a 22-6 lead in 
the first six minutes of the game and built 
a 74-34 half-time lead. The NBA stars hit 
26-of-42 shots from the field (62 per 
cent) in die first half and 63J per cent for 
the game. 

Grant Hill of the Detroit Pistons had 15 
points and Mitch Richmond of the Sacra- 
mento KjLngs added 1,4, R^giskos AJver- 
: tis-ledGreecewith 14ppifrt& - ?. 

The Dream Team’s Olympic opener is 
July 20 against Argentina. 


FOR RENT IN UM UTH1NA 

1. New & luxury house consists of 4 
bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, most beautiful 
reception area, nicely decorated garden, 
suitable for high rank diplomats. 

2. Also available 3 bedroom ground floor & 4 
bedroom 1st floor in a luxury building. 

For more details call owner at 
Tel. 828391 
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Mayor of largest Israeli 
settlement in W. Bank 
forecasts massive growth 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The mayor of the 
largest Jewish settlement in 
the Wesi Bank predicted 
Monday that it would dou- 
ble in size under Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's pro-settlement 
government. 

Benny Kashriel spoke a 
day after settler leaders said 
they hoped to triple the 
number of West Bank set- 
tiers in the four years of Mr. 
Netanyahu's government, a 
move that could end peace 
talks with the Palestinians. 

Maaleh Adumim lies 10 
kilometres northeast of 
Jerusalem, and Mr. Kashriel 
sees the settlement eventu- 
ally linked to the city. 

“Four years from now I 
see more than 40,000 resi- 
dents in Maaleh Adumim," 
he told Israel radio. “By the 
end of the decade we will be 
more than 60.000 and we 


have plans to expand to up 
to 100,000.” 

Khalil Tufakji. head of the 
Mapping Bureau at the Arab 
Studies Institute, said the 
Israeli measures were 
intended to destroy any 
Palestinian claim to East 
Jerusalem, which Israel 
captured from Jordan in the 
1967 Arab-Israeli war. 

“This destroys any idea of 
making Jerusalem a 
Palestinian capital,” Mr. 
Tufakji said. “This govern- 
ment is intensifying efforts 
to achieve this goal." 

Mr. Netanyahu says he 
supports expanding Jewish 
settlement, but has not 
made dear if he plans to 
build new settlements or 
enlarge existing ones. 

He said Sunday he would 
consider proposals for new 
settlements, but stressed 
that “the government's poli- 
cy is determined by the gov- 


ernment and not by any out- 
side group.” 

The previous Labour-led 
government largely froze 
construction of new settle- 
ments, but allowed con- 
struction of thousands of 
new homes in existing com- 
munities around Jerusalem, 
including Maaleh Adumim. 
That construction came 
despite protests from the 
United States, which con- 
siders settlements an obsta- 
cle to a peace settlement 
with the Palestinians. 

Slain Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin had said he 
wanted to annex Maaleh 
Adumim as part of a final 
peace settlement. 

Former Housing Minister 
Benjamin Ben-EUezer said 
Sunday that the Labour 
Party would not oppose set- 
tlement construction in 
West Bank areas close to 
Jerusalem. 


Palestinians appeal to world 
parliaments over ‘violations’ 


GAZA CITY ( AFP) — The 
Palestinian legislative 
council said Monday it 
would write to parliaments 
around the world to protest 
Israeli “violations" of the 
autonomy accords. 

“The council bos decided 
to inform the parliaments 
of the world on the Israeli 
violations of the autonomy 
accord.” said the council's 
secretary general. Rawi 
Fattuh. 

“We have taken the deci- 
sion and the letters will be 
sent out in the near future.'" 
he- told AFP. 11 

The letter spells out a list 
of 25 alleged violations of 
the 1993 autonomy 
accords between Israel and 
the Palestinians including 
the delay in the Israeli mil- 
itary redeployment from 
the West Bank town of 
Hebron, the refusal to dis- 


cuss the final status of 
Jerusalem and the refusal 
to free Palestinian prison- 
ers. 

The legislative council's 
president. Ahmed Korei, 
called a press conference in 
Ram all ah to warn that the 
peace process was in dan- 
ger of being destroyed if 
right-wing Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu refused to 
budge from his hardline 
policy stances. 

“The peace process will 
be destroyed if the Israeli 
government continues its 
present politics. If the 
Israelis put their public 
statements into action, 
especially concerning set- 
tlements and Jerusalem, 
then there will be no com- 
mon ground left,” said Mr. 
Korei. 

He added: “If Israel does 


not respect the timetable of 
the accord that will put the 
accord itself in great dan- 
ger.” he added. 

Mr. Netanyahu reported- 
ly discussed with U.S. 
President Bill Clinton 
alleged Palestinian viola- 
tions of the accords during 
his U.S. visit last week. 

He also angered 
Palestinians by telling the 
U.S. Congress that 
Jerusalem, the eastern part 
of which is claimed by 
Palestinians as the capital 
of a future state, would 
remain Israel’s eternal and 
undivided capital. 

Since his election in May 
polls Mr. Netanyahu bas 
rejected the land-for-peace 
principle as the basis for 
peace with Arab neigh- 
bours, .saying Israel's secu- 
rity concerns must take pri- 
ority. 



Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy (right) gives Jordanian Ambassador to Israel Omar Rifai a pat on the back as 
they talk with the press at the start of their meeting Monday. Mr. Levy said that officials were preparing for the 
Brst high-level meeting of Israel’s new hard-line government with PLO President Yasser Arafat later this month 
(Reuters photo) 

Jordan to let Netanyahu have his say 


AMMAN (AFP) — Jordan 
wants to hear Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's plans for the 
peace process on his first 
trip to the Kingdom as 
Israeli leader next week, 
Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher said 
Monday. 

“We judge Netanyahu by 
deeds and not words, 
although we have heard 
many unpleasant remarks 
about him.” Dr. Muasher 
told a weekly press briefing. 

But he said Jordan would 
highlight the “need to 
resume peace talks on the 


basis of land-for-peace." on 
which the peace process 
was launched in Madrid in 
1991. 

“We will hear from Mr. 
Netanyahu whether he 
wishes to maintain Israel's 
commitment towards peace 
and build on the existing 
agreements," Dr. Muasher 
added. 

Jordan's priority was to 
jumpstart “the peace 
process on all tracks — the 
Syrian, Lebanese and 
Pales tinian " 

The talks have been effec- 
tively on hold since the end 
of February, although the 


final round of Israel i- 
Paiestinian negotiations 
were symbolically launched 
and then adjourned in May. 

The right-wing Likud 
leader is due in Jordan on 
July 25 on his first official 
visit since taking up the 
reins of government in 
Israel after defeating peace 
architect Shimon Peres in 
May 29 elections. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti has said the 
visit “will be very important 
and not merely ceremonial.” 

Arab countries have been 
alarmed by Mr. Netanyahu's 
hardline policies and his 


refusal to soften his stand 
during a trip to the United 
States last week, when he 
ruled out any division of 
Jerusalem and said Jews 
had the right to settle in the 
West Bank. 

Jordanian officials will 
also seek a commitment 
from the Israeli premier to 
provide the Kingdom with 
an extra 50 million cubic 
metiers of water, as stipulat- 
ed in their 1994 peace 
treaty, added Dr. Muasher. 

Israel has not yet met this 
provision, despite continued 
Jordanian demands. 


Syria calls on U.S. to save peace process 


Reports saus Army officers 
among highest paid Israelis 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Under 
fire for proposed cuts to the 
military budget, Israel’s 
finance ministry stunned 
Israelis Thursday by disclos- 
ing salary figures that show 
army officers to be spectacu- 
larly well paid by Israeli stan- 
dards. 

A major general, for exam- 
ple. earns 27.000 shekels 
(S8.5Q0) a month, about five 
times the average Israeli 
salary, according to the fig- 
ures broadcast by Israeli TV 
and radio stations. Upon 
retirement, which can come 
as early as age 42, a major 
general receives grants of 1.4 
million shekels ($440,000). 

Major generals are the 
highest ranking army officers 
except for the chief of staff, 
who is a lieutenant general. 

Lower-rankina ” officers 


earn somewhat less — 
brigadier generals earn 
22.000 shekels ($6,900) a 
month, colonels 1 8,900 
shekels (S5,900), lieutenant 
colonels 17.000 shekels 
(55,300) and majors 12,000 
shekels ($3,800) — but their 
salaries and retirement pack- 
ages still for exceed those of 
most Israelis. 

Retirement grants for 
lower-ranking officers range 
from 412.000 shekels 
($ 1 30.000) for a major to 1 . 1 
million ($346,000) for a 
brigadier general. 

The figures were provided 
by the finance ministry at a 
closed meeting of the 
Knesset’s foreign affairs and 
defence committee. The 
army spokesman could not 
immediately confirm the fig- 
ures. 


Rehavam Zeevi, a retired 
general, was quoted by Israel 
Radio as saying he was 
embarrassed by the revela- 
tions. 

Israel Radio said the 
monthly salary of officers 
rose by more than 40 per cent 
in the past three years and 
that salaries now account for 
about half the $9 billion mili- 
tary budget Last week, the 
government agreed to cut 
825 million shekels ($260 
million) from the military 
budget as part of a 4.9 billion 
shekel ($1.5 billion) overall 
budget cut aimed at reducing 
the government deficit and 
taming double-digit inflation. 

That was about half the ini- 
tial proposed cut in the mili- 
tary budget which was 
reduced after an outcry by 
defence officials. 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Syria urged the United 
States on Monday to save 
the Middle East peace 
process from the policies of 
hardline Israeli Prime 
Minister Beayamin 
Netanyahu. 

In the face of Mr. 
Netanyahu, who "’wants to 
destroy all achievements 
made over the last five 
years.” will the “world con- 
tinue to be a by-stan der vis- 
a-vis Mr. Netanyahu’s sub- 
versive policy,” the official 
Syria Times said in an edi- 
torial. 

“Most important is the 
question: Will the U.S. stay 
inactive?" the paper asked. 


The U.S. administration 
has yet to react publicly to 
the hardline statements that 
Mr. Netanyahu made dur- 
ing his trip last week to 
Washington, where he 
rejected the principle of 
land for peace, including 
the return of the strategic 
Golan Heights to Syria. 

“The Israeli claim that 
keeping the Golan under 
occupation will guarantee 
their security is a big lie 
because peace and stability 
can never be achieved 
unless the state of occupa- 
tion comes to an end and 
Syrian citizens return to 
their homes, properties and 
lands in the Golan as a 


whole.” the paper added. 

The Syrian call for U.S. 
and international interven- 
tion in the peace process 
echoes the one made 
Sunday by a meeting in 
Muscat of foreign ministers 
from Bahrain. Egypt, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia. Syria, and 
the United Arab Emirates. 

They expressed “deep 
concern" at Mr. 
Netanyahu's hardline poli- 
cies. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton has meanwhile assured 
Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat that the U.S. 
position on the Middle East 
peace process remains the 


same, officials in Gaza City 
said Monday. 

In a written letter to Mr. 
Arafat after the 
Netanyahu's trip. Mr. 
Clinton said “Washington 
supported a just and com- 
prehensive peace in the 
Middle East and affirmed 
that the American position 
was unchanged," 

Palestinian spokesman 
Nabil Abu Rudeina said. 

Mr. Clinton told Mr. 
Arafat that the United 
States “will do all it can to 
support the Palestinian 
people,” Mr. Abu Rudeina 
added. 


Police kill militant leader in south Egypt 


CAIRO (AFP) — A 
Muslim militant leader 
was killed Monday in a 
gunbattle with police in a 
railroad station in the 
southern province of 
Assiut. police said. 

Police said they had 
received a tip that Sayed 
Abdul Rehim, 28. a mili- 
tary leader in the Gamaa 
Islamiya group, had a ren- 
dezvous in the station at 
Abu Tig village, 400 kilo- 
metres south of Cairo. 


They ambushed Abdul 
Rahim at the station and 
in the ensuing gunbattle 
he was shot dead, police 
said, adding that no civil- 
ians were hurt. 

On the body of Abdul 
Rehim. who was wanted 
for killing a police officer 
in June 1995, police found 
the pistol of the murdered 
officer. 

Abdul Rehim had been 
working to reorganise 
Gamaa cells in the region 


“to commit terrorist 
attacks”, police said. 

His death brought to 
1.029 the number killed in 
the confrontation between 
police and Muslim mili- 
tants who have been wag- 
ing an anti-government 
campaign since 1992. 

Meanwhile, police said 
three bedouin had been 
arrested in Egypt's Sinai 
peninsula for planning to 
sell 50 kilogrammes of 
TNT to Muslim militants. 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — After their 
recent defections from the 
Islamic Action Front (IAF). 
two former members of the 
country’s largest political 
grouping have announced 
their intention lo form two 
new Islamic parties. 

Deputies Ahmad Kasasbeh 
from Kerak and Theab 
Abdullah from Amman have 
been working on the political 
programmes and lines of the 
new parties for the past few 
weeks and. if realised, their 
projects may eventually lead 
to a fracture in the traditional 
unity of the Islamic bloc. 

Mr. Kasasbeh said his new 
political formation, likely to 
be dubbed as the Jordanian 
Arab Islamic Part} - tJAIP), is 
not going lo be “the imitation 
of any other party” and will be 
positioned in the political 
arena “at the left of the IAF 
and at the right of the cen- 
trists.” 

Stressing the need for more 


Two former IAF members to set up political parties 


articulation in the Islamic 
bloc, Mr. Kasasbeh told the 
Jordan Times that “while on 
Jordan’s political scene the 
left is currently occupied by 
over 10 parties, and the so- 
called “nationalist” parties 
reach up to eight, there is only 
one active Islamic party.” 

According to Mr. Abdullah, 
instead, “it is not a matter of 
left or right,” but rather of 
being able “to take real and 
concrete actions to promote 
democratic development” 

Blaming the IAF for having 
stepped loo far away from 
reality and people’s life” and 
accusing Jordan's largest 
opposition group of not 
respecting democratic rales in 
internal decision-making. Dr. 
Abdullah pledged his new 
Unity Party (UP), though 
“based on Islam's political 
tenets,” will keep a distance 
from the IAF. 

‘The circle of decision mak- 


ers in the IAF is too tight” he 
told the Jordan limes. 

But the IAF does not seem 
to worry about the sudden 
mushrooming of new Islamic 
parties. 

T know both Mr. Abdullah 
and Mr. Kasasbeh very well, I 
know their backgrounds and 
their political stands and I'm 
sure their new parties wall not 
differ much from the IAF” 
Deputy General Secretary of 
the IAF Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
told the Jordan Times. 

Stating that “there will be no 
divisions, but we will all work 
together as brothers to solve 
our own internal problems," 
Mr. Arabiyat, however, said 
that, in his opinion, the two 
defectors “did not have 
enough reasons to set up two 
new parties, and there were no 
justifications for such a drastic 
decision.” 

But Mr. Abdullah and Mr. 
Kasasbeh do not seem to think 


so. 

“We will go ahead.” said 
Mr. Abdullah, who in 
February’ resigned from the 
IAF on the grounds that the 
party’s decision to withhold 
confidence in the Kabariti 
government had been taken 
“unilaterally, without consult- 
ing the front's executive 
bureau or the deputies in 
Parliament” 

“During ray campaign, I 
promised my constituency 
that I would have consulted 
with them before taking any 
decision, and so I did on the 
occasion of the vote of confi- 
dence to the Kabariti govern- 
ment” 

“(Mv electorate) said I 
should have accepted under 
certain conditions, and when I 
dictated those conditions to 
Mr. Kabariti and he promised 
me to meet them, I could not 
betray my electors." Mr. 
Abdullah, who was the only 


IAF deputy to give the 
Kabariti government a vote of 
confidence, recalled. 

As, “since then, (his) rela- 
tions with the front became 
tense and strained,” Mr. 
Abdullah withdrew, to be fol- 
lowed shortly, in March, by 
Mr. Kasasbeh. who, abstain- 
ing. was the second deputy to 
break the coalition and quit 
the 17-strong Islamic bloc in 
Parliament. 

Unlike his colleague, Mr. 
Kasasbeh does not seem to 
hold grudges against his ex- 
party: “I consider the IAF the 
most democratic patty in the 
country and I hold ail its 
members in highest regard,” 
he told the Jordan Times. 

The main difference 
between his planned JAIP and 
the IAF is going to be that “as 
its name says, the new party 
will concentrate, in order, on 
Jordanian. Arab and Islamic 
matters, and will put a special 


focus on the advancement of 
democracy and enhancement 
of freedom." Mr. Kasasbeh 
said. 

Confronted on current hot 
issues, the JAIP seems to 
adopt a line more moderate 
than the UP’s. “Though the 
government could have risen 
the price of bread more gradu- 
ally. internal and external cir- 
cumstances forced the cabinet 
to lift state subsidies on bread 
to contain the budget deficit,” 
Mr. Kasasbeh said “It is like 
surgery: painful but neces- 
sary,” he added. 

On the other hand Mr. 
Abdullah reaffirmed his firm 
stand against the cabinet’s 
measure and threatened that, 
in case of a parliamentary 
debate and a new vote of con- 
fidence. his UP would with- 
hold the confidence. 

Doubting that the two pro- 
jects could ever be combined 
Mr. Abdullah, who already 


The three were caught 
Sunday near the town of 
Dahab, 530 kilometres 
east of Cairo, with TNT as 
well as 65 sticks of dyna- 
mite and three machine 
guns in their possession. 
AH were left over from 
the Egyptian- Israeli wars 
in the Sinai. The bedouin 
planned to sell the explo- 
sives, which were still 
usable, to Muslim mili- 
tants to carry out “terrorist 
attacks", police said. 


collected over 400 signatures, 
almost three times more that 
the minimum of 150 signa- 
tures required by the law to 
register a new political party, 
said his UP will “start from 
the point that Jordan is part of 
the Arab World and therefore, 
will look at Jordanian prob- 
lems from an Arab perspec- 
tive.” 

Stressing that the “JAIP 
does not exist yet, but is in a 
very preliminary phase," Mr. 
Kasasbeh said he has not seen 
the 400 signatures collected 
by the UP and he does not 
know whom they belong to. 

Pointing out that he is con- 
tacting "all those who care 
about democracy in the coun- 
try,” Mr. Kasasbeh said he is 
still working on the new 
party’s programme. 

He was as sceptical as his 
colleague about the possibility 
of merging the two rising 
groups: “Mr. Abdullah seems 
to be in a huny, and is pro- 
ceeding on a very fast track.” 
Mr. Kasasbeh told the Jordan 
Tunes. 





Amateur pilot 
injures wife in 
crash landing 

LONDON (R) — An ama- 
teur pilot flying his home- 
built aeroplane made an 
emergency landing and 
seriously injured his wife 
as she- was walking their 
dog in a field in Oxford- 
shire. southern England, 
police said Sunday. The 
pilot, Paul Ellis, was unhurt 
when he crash-landed his 
single-seater aircraft. But 
the plane’s tail flew off, hit- 
ting his wife Nicola in the 
head and killing the dog 
instantly. 

Man who failed to 
sound air raid 
sirens sentenced 
to jail 

SEOUL (AFP) — A man 
blamed for failing to sound 
air raid sirens when a 
defecting North Korean 
pilot flew his MiG-19 
fighter into South Korea 
has been sentenced to a 
year in jail, newspapers 
said Monday. The sentence 
was handed down by a 
Seoul court to Kim Tu-Su, 
former head of the capital’s 
Air Raid Warning Centre, 
for failure to sound the 
alarm during the May de- 
fection. the Korea Times 
said. Three technicians at 
the centre were given 10- 
month suspended sen- 
tences. The court was told 
the sirens were not sounded 
when the MiG-19 streaked 
across the border 58 kilo- 
metres north of Seoul be- 
cause the automatic alert 
system was disconnected. 

Italian police 
discover stolen 
art treasure 

ROME (R) — Italian po- 
lice said they have arrested 
a Roman hairdresser on 
charges of theft and extor- 
tion after finding stolen art 
worth nearly $4 million in 
her apartment. Carabinieri 
paramilitary police said 
they arrested Emanuela So- 
dano. owner of a hair salon 
in a chic Rome quarter, and 
confiscated the an works 
which had been stolen from 
a Rome businessman in 
1995. The pieces were 
found in her flat in Castel- 
nuovo Di Porto, just out- 
side Rome. They included 
a painting by Renaissance 
master Titian plus some 40 
other works by Venetian 
and Flemish painters dar- 
ing to the 15th and 17th 
centuries, Venetian furni- 
ture from the 1700s and 
rare Louis XIV sculptures. 
Police said Soda no visited 
the businessman, who was 
not identified, several 
times at this Roman resi- 
dence in an effort to extort 
several million dollars in 
exchange for returning his 
art treasures. Several other 
people believed to be in- 
volved in underground art 
trafficking were also being 
investigated, police added. 

Moose cheese to 
oust dung as 
Swedish souvenir 

STOCKHOLM (R) — A 
Swedish moose fancier has 
said he would open the 
country's first elk farm in 
Bjurholm, northern Swe- 
den to open up the world of 
the shy Nordic forest- 
dweller to tourists. “The 
moose is seen by the conti- 
nental public as very exotic 
and we want to show them 
everything there is about a 
moose," moose farm direc- 
tor Christer Johansson told 
Reuters. The 10 elk will be 
milked five times a day, 
and the milk, yoghurt and 
cheese produced will be 
sold in the farm shop. Mr. 
Johansson said he wanted 
to offer tourists a better 
quality of moose souvenir. 

T have seen painted moose 
dung sold as jewellery ... I 
have also heard about one 
person who exported large 
quantities of canned moose 
crap to England," he told 
Reuters. 
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